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BIRTHS. 
At Shsnehsi, on the 23rd. April, the wi 
A. Roaussos, Shanghai Ges Works, 


vin daughter. 
inkiang, on the 18th 
oi. J. Autes, Esq., H-B.M. ‘Coon, ue 











son. 
DEATHS. 
‘At Shanghai, on the 25th April, Friepa, 
the youngest daughter of Alex. Bielfeld. 
‘t Takao, on the inst., of heart 


disease, Gxonon Soseem Eussorr, secon’, 
clase Tidewaiter, Imperial Customs! Service, 
aged 42 years, 
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‘tropean 
t, Jone E. do Rozario, and H. Mont- 
uomerie, For San Fi 8, 
Host, W. B. Shaw, and ©. Harrison, For 
Liverpool—Mr. M. W. Boyd. 
Anuven, 
akey st Kianocking, from Bankow—BMr, 








“ne “str, Chinkiang, from Hongkong —Mr. 
and Mrs, Gallagher and child. 
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SHANGHAI, SATURDAY, APRIL2, 1878. 


plea cere baste aceac ssl 
‘Tax Peking Gazette of the 25th March 
contains 8 memorial from the Censor 
Péng She-chang, which breathes a more 
practical spirit than many of the 
Jaoubrations that find publicity in the 
official journal, The subjest is the 
water supply of the Northern provinces ; 
and the Censor contends that ueglest 
of the sources of this supply in tho 
provinces of Honan and Shansi haa 
mado far more difficult the task of 
coping with the present famine, “No 
land can do without the proper supplies 
of water, and nowbero is this more true 
than of the Northern provinces, where 
land that suffers from inundation is, in 
comparison with that which is liable to 
drought, as two to seven.” Such » 
droaght has occurred during the past 
season, and we have seen how little able 
the authorities are to cope with it. What 
then, asks the Censor, will follow, if 
by any chance such another catastrophe 
should happen? “ Will the Court, how. 
ever unsparing in its liberality, be able 
to prevent dispersion of the people?” 
The only remedy which suggests iteolf 
is that attention should be turned, 
howover tardily, to the conservation of 

















;| the watercourses which supply to some 


extent deficiency in rainfall; and the 
Consor urges that, instead of leaving 
famine to be met, when it does arrive, 
by relief and romiesion of taxes, 
“means should be devised beforehand 
for securing to countless generations 
the fertility afforded by proper supplies 
of water.” The means to do this, ho 
contends, were available from the outeet 
of the famine, if the high provincial 
authorities had had intelligence or 
energy to grasp the situation. Oficial” 
courtesy, of course, prevents him 
from stating the case in such plain 
language. Ho feels assured, on the con 
trary, that they bave not been want 
ing in their endeavours to carry out 
their instructions ; but it does appear 
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to bim that “in their constant anxiety 
to reliove the distress that was pro- 
minently before them, they have 
neglected the opportunity that presented 
itself of combining measures of relief 
with the equally important duty of 
scouring © proper water supply. It 
would have been perfectly feasible to 
have demanded from the recipients of 
relief a certain amount of Jabour in 
retnrn for their maintenance, and works 
of the naturo required might have been 
carried out without extra cost.” Tho 
opportunity appears, so far, to have 
been lost; aud the raemorialist’ prays 
the Emperor again positively to direct 
the high authorities that they must 
make the repair of existing sources of 
supply or the construction of others 
where they are needed, a first and 
essential duty. 

In a decreo published according to 
custom before the text of the memorial 
on which it is founded, the Emperor 
bas asvented in general terms to the 
Consor’s proposal, nud ordered “tho 
Governor-General, Governor and others 
with all despatch to depute bigh officers 
to co-operate with the local authorities 
and gentry, ane ziving due considera- 
tion to the requirements of particular 
localities, to take efficient steps to 
accomplish the end in view.” Tt is to 
be feared, however, that the fime bas 
gone past for carrying ont the first balf 
of the Censor’s programme, even if the 
decree cause measures of repair to be 
undertaken in the future. At the out- 
set it would no doubt bave been 
possible to exact labour in return for 
the aid afforded, ond that labour might 
have been so ciployed as to facilitate 
the approach of the feud supplies which 
scomnow more diflicultuf transportation 
than of purchase. But the description 
now given of the populations more 
ix of people past the 
We may fain hope 
ity of suffering whieh 
wed is 
























that the inter 
many of owe tellers have d 
wal, that there are dis 
‘where the poople are not yet reduced 
to extremity, and where thoy might 
still be usefully employed. But it is 
absurd to talk of work to people who 
are cating slite-stoue to appease the 
pangs of hunger,and dying in thousands 
by the roadside from sheer starvation. 
If tho measures which the Censor 
advocates had been undertaken at the 
outset, or if the Goverinent had ful- 
filled, before, one of the first duties of a 
Goverument in caring for the water- 
courses and improving and maintaining 
communications—how infinitely less 
would have heen its difficulties and 
respousibility in the prosont crisis, it 
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may perbaps dimly realise. But the 
inveterate babit of theorisivg instead 
of acting which is evident on every 
page of the Peking Gazette, leaves us 
little hope that even the present emer- 
gency will impel it to take the measures 
needed. Like Mr. Micawber, who con- 
sidered a debt paid when he had given 
an 10.0. for the amount, the Chinese 
Government seems to think it has ful. 
filled its function when it has issued 
an: eloquent confession of ita short. 
comings, and moral lecture upon tbe 
obliquities of official underlings. There 
is ample fecundity of diction ; but the 
energy of action is altogether lacking. 








Tue Peking Gazelte of the 27th March 
contains the text of the memoriul from 
the Famine Commissioner and the 
Governor of Shansi, which called forth 
the edict against’ poppy-cultivation 
published in the Gazelle of the 9th 
March; and if the premisses can 
be relied on, the train of reasoning 
must bo admitted to be logical and 





clear. If it bo trac that the poppy bas 
encroached upon the ordinary crops to 
tho extent-affirmed, the averment that 
this innovation is greatly resp, 

for the severity of the famine seems 
eminently plausible, We put aside, 
here, the position we have often main- 
tained,—that the Chinese principle of 
enforcing as much ax possible the cul- 
tivation of cereals is theoreti 
erroneous, and that the 
better left to produce if he 
remunerative crops, which he 
for cvin wherewith to buy rice in time 
of emergency—because that doctrine 
requires facility of commnnication to 
make it completely trac. It is no use 
for a man to hare money if he cannot 
buy food with it; and the roads to 
Shansi are so bad that grain cannot be 
transported there on any terms in 
suflicient quantities to mect such an 
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The necessity for storing-a reserve of 
grain in a district isolated by want of 
proper communication from the rest 
of the world, is evident; and if it be 
trae that the “rich and marshy Jand is 
devoted to the growth of opium while 
the cereal crops are relegated to the 
stony and thinner upland soil,” it is 
easily conceivable how greatly the 
accumulation of such a reserve has 
been interfered with. 

The Anti-opium Society will no doubt 
find, in this statement of the case, 
material for a renewed tirade against 
the Indian drag; but as a matter of 
fact the memorialists expressly exclude 
this from blame and throw the whole 
onus on the native cultivation. “In 
earlier days, before the poppy was 
grown, foreign opium was never con- 
sumed by the substantial farmers and 
agricultural Inbourers ; but now that 
the poppy has been brought uuder 
cultivation, a taste for opium has been 
created, and every honsehold has 
learned to consume it until the vico 
prevails in the villages to a greater 
tent than in towns or contres of trade 
The whole drift of the memorial in 
fact bears out what we have so often 
affirmed, that the harm resultivg from 
poppy cultivation in China is infinitely 
greater than that from the importation 
of foreign drug. And it would bo as 
reasonable for some enthusiasts in 
Holland to beseech the Dutch Govern- 
ment to stop the exportation of 
schiedam with a view to lessen the 
English consumption of gin, as it is for 
the Anti-Opium Society to advocate 
the stoppage of the Iudian export of 
opium with 1 view to lessen the con- 
sumption of the drug in Chiua. The 
only logical position would be that 
the clause legalising the import should 
be strack out of the treaties, and China 
thne be given the opportunity of check- 
ing the import if she choose and be 
deprived of the plea that sho may 
as well let it be grown intornally 
as buy it from withont. It is to be 























emergency as tho present, still less | feared, however, that tho result of that 
with snficient ease make it} step would be to revive smuggling and 
marketable at reasonable As|eause infinite irritation and  troible, 
a matter of fact, then, th ¢| without lessening in any approcinblo 





nent t 





neglect of the Gore 
open communications, the 
iy no doubt vory greatly 
ent on its own resource: 

be trac that the poppy lins displaced 
cereals to the extent averred by the 
memorialists, their position ix logically 
true. They declare that “in former 
times famines were provided against 
by accumulation of supplies during 
times of ordinary harve Her 

arose the system of laying hy a thi 
of the yield of each year, by which 
means, in spite of drought and flood, the 
people wero never reduced to actual 
suffering or want.” But “ever since 
the poppy began to be cultivated ona 
large seale, the supplies laid by asa 
provision against times of scarcity have 
been gradually drawn upon, uutil at 
lust there was scarcely grain enough 
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degree thy consumption of the drug. 


¢| We confess that we see no likelilood 


whatevor of such a contingency as the 
rejection of forei export. or the 
suppression of tho native cultivation. 
The peoplo want the drug, and tho 
Chinese Authorities want the revenue 
it yields, ‘Tho best prospect, as regards 
opium smoking, is that held out by 
Me. Alabaster in his last report: on the 
trade of Amoy—that the vice of opium. 
ing will gradually diminish as the 
distinction between the use and abuse 
of the stimulant becomes better under- 
stood. As regards the error of over- 
cultivation alleged against Shansi, that 
will probably in a great measure rectify 
itself, and may in a greater measure be 
rectified by the Government construct- 
ing lines of railway and other com- 
munications to facilitate the interchange 











iu store for half a year’s consumption.” 


of commodities. 
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, Summary of Hews. 
‘The French mail of the 8th March arrived 
Monday, by the MLM. str. Iruowaddy. 

The American mail of the 19th March 
arrived Thursday, by the M.B. steamer 
Kokonoye Maru. 

The English mail of the léth March 
arrived to-day. 

‘A mail leaves to-morrow for Europe, by 
the P. & O. str. Sunde. 





REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 

(Supplied to the ‘* N. Daily News.”) 

London, 20th April. 

England and Russia have adhered to the 
proposal of Germany that the Russian army 
and the Brit ships should be simul- 
tancously withdrawn from Constantinople, 
in order to facilitate the mveeti of a 
Enropean Congress. 

The Turkish Ministry is adverse to 
English influence at Constantinople. 

London, 22nd April. 

‘The situation with regard to the Eastern 
Question is unimproved. Austria shows a 
vacillating policy, andthe essential difference 
between England and Russia still remains. 

St. Petersburg, 22nd April. 

It is semi-oticially stated that negotia- 
tions are proceeding with a view to fix the 
pein, whither the Russia troops and the 
English squadron will respectively with- 
draw. 

















London, 24th April. 
e attacked eight Mussul- 
man villages, perpetrating great outrages ; 
and severe fighting followed between the 
insurgents and Russian troops. 

Prince Bismarck states that the 
the proposed Congress is an invitatio 
the powers to revise the Treaty of 
1856, while at the same time tal 
consideration the situation resulting’ from 
‘the war. 

The English Government regards the 
invitation in these terms as tov indefinite. 

At a meeting of the Famine Relief 
Committee held ‘Thurstay, it was resolved 
to hand Tis. 4,000 to Pere Aymeri for use 
in Honan. 

‘The only information conveyed in the 
ininutes of the last Couneil m 
the question of 



































an able seam: 
. Anchises, was indi 
ue Court, be 








we murderes 
on board 


ircunstances of th 


y of 
manslaughter, and he was sentenced to two 


gui 


years’ imprisonment with hard labou 
Mr. French established a precedent, 
Wednesday, which indicates an intention to 
adhere more closely to the rules of the 
English Courts than has in sume eases 
hoen the practice here, hitherto, Instead 
uf being allowed to go home for Iuicheon, 
as on former occasions, the Jury were 
marched off to the Central Hotel under 
charge of the Chief Clerk, and lockuil uj 
At the instigation of Cap 
the master of the steamer Iaininy 
time she stranded on the 25-Fout Rock of 
the Miao-tao Group, a Naval Court was 
held Thursday at H.B.M.'s Consulate, to 
enquire into the circumstances of the 
























wreck. The Captain, two mates, chief and 
fourth engineers, the quartermaster at the 
wheel, and the look-out man, were 
examined ; and their evidence went to 
show that the rock was not seen on ac- 
count of fog until it was too late to 
prevent the steamer running on to it at 
full speed, namely eleven or eleven and a 
quarter knots. The Court acquitted all 
persons from blame with the exception of 
the Captain, to whom they attributed the 
loss of the vessel owing to reckless 
navigation in running through a thick fog 
at so high a rate of speed. His certificate 
was suspended for six months, and he was 
ordered to pay the costs of the enquiry. 
We have the Customs Gazette for the first 
Quarter of 1878, which shows the smallest 
import of Grey Shirtings, we imagine, for 
many years—331,500 pieces only, 
800 in the corresponding quarter of 
810,000 in 1876, and 1, i 
‘The import ef T-Cloths (281,347 
pieces) was also little more than half that of 
1877, which in turn was 300,000 pieces less 
than 1876, ‘There was a considerable fall- 
ing off also in English and American Drills, 
Dut an inerease in Dutch ; 2 decrease in all 
kinds of Jeans, English Shevtings figure 
for 18,000 pieces ayainst 4,000, while 
American fell from 81,000 to 61,000 pieces, 
Chintzes, Turkey Reds, and Lawns and 
Muslins show an increase. Handkerchiefs 
fellfrom80,000 duzens to 28,000.—Woollens 
show an increase of 40,000 pieces, and 
under every head.—Iron figures for 58,000 
peculs against 46,000, but is still behind 
the corresponding quarters of 1875 and 
Lead is less by 0,000 piculs, and 
the figures are the smallest for four years. 
Tin and Copper also show a decrease, and 
Steel alone among metals an increase.— 
Opium 














































largest for four years.—The 
ightly less than in 1873 
rer of the Funitie Relief Fund 
acknowledges a further remit 
7,000 from London, a second a 
$1,000 from Canton, and other subscriptions 
which bring ay the total culleeti 




















of the [ih inst. publishes 
ent to the elle nev 
hundeed ref and Honan 


















Chinese city. . 
they are said ty be th 
more, for whose provision arra 
already been made. The tide 
stricken 
adily in 
towards the Southern provinces. Souchow 
and other large towns in this province are 
already burdened with the support of 
eral thousands of these refugees, a 

















from flooded districts in the Hu Kwang 
provinces, who appear to be moving in 
large numbers and exacting relief in the 
most determined manner. Some hundred 
or more of them, we are informed by a 
correspondent at Ningpo, made a raid npon 
a Chinese house in the foreign Settlement 











on Saturday morning last, and took forcible. 
possession of all the money and moveables 
they could find. 

One is inclined to echo the question in a 
recent edict, and ask “what has China 
done to incur such a scourge?” when we 
read the accounts that reach us from all 
quarters, of the suffering present and in 
prospect throughout the Empire ; for excess 
of water bids fair to caiise, in the South, 
distress only Jess severe than that actually 
prevailing in the North. A letter from 
Peking says :—There are painful evidences 
everywhere of the inisery and distress that 
prevail. ‘The streets are full of beggars, and 
acts of petty larceny are to be witnessed 
every quarter of an hour. ‘The dead and 
dying by the roadside are so numerous that 
people are loth to leave their houses, pre- 
ferring to stay within the precincts of, 
their own compounds rather than face the 
scones that everywhere present themselves, 
Thear, too, that large tracts in the 
Hu Kwang provinces are under water, as 
well as portions of Kiangsu, Chekiang, 
Fuhkien and Kwangtung. Floods in’ the 
South are, in fact, expected to cause a 
famine if not as extensive as that in the 
North at least sufficient to add considerably 
to the present distress."—-The Chinese 
Government have an unpleasant year or two 
before them and, we fancy, will have to 
borrow large sums of money to help them 
along. 

‘Thursday afternoon a large number of 
Mandarins repaired to the Soochow Creek, 
near the Stone Bridge, to look at a raft of 
pines that have been floated from Szechuen 
to be forwarded to Peking to be used in 
rebuilding the Temple of Heaven. Two 
of these “tall admirals” are about 190 feet 
long and eight feet in diameter. Thus far, 
the estimated cost of ‘the raft is one 
hundred thousand tacls ! 

_ The new Prefectof thisdepartment, named 
{HFEA Po-jun, lately passed through the 
Settlement en route to the provincial 
capital, to pay his respects tothe Governor. 
jun isa Manchu. He has seven districts 
il their cities under his jurisdiction, 

i, Hwating, Nanhwui, Tang. 
nil n and 
Shanghai 
he resides at the 
artment, Sung- 
uy he never comes into contact with 
ners unless by chance with some of 
that city. 
et has the disadvantage 
+ whom the people 


























ang 











hien, 
the 














of Sungkiaug delighted ty honor. On 
their petition he was retained a second 


term, and they regret they could not be 
favored by his role for a much longer 
period. 









ions having heen ine 
terdicted in the their promoters 
by the ind ble magistrate, 
wg more or less under the ban of 
Municipal and Consular, Authorities in 
Settlements, the religious fervor of the 
Chinese residents and of the priests in the 
various temples near Shanghai broke out 
on Thursilay in an immense procession which 
paraded through the Settlement streets, 
‘The procession went frum a certain 
temple in the FRE street to the Ta 
Wang-miao at Louza, and a large number 
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of the devotees and hired attendants of 
the procession being on horseback and in 
chairs it was, according to the Shénpao, 
too imposing to interfere with.—It really 
was the largest and handsomest display we 
have seen in Shanghai. 

The peach blossom, which is usually such 
@ beautiful sight in the neighbourhood of 
Loong-hwa, has been a failure this year. 
The wind and rain have knocked off the 
petals almost as soon as they opened, so 
that instead of presenting the gorgeous 
mass of flower which constitutes the per- 
fection of the show, the trees have this 
year been only half-covered at any one 
time. It is to be feared the injury will not 
end with the flowers, but that the fruit 
crop will also be deficient, 

It is notified that the Japanese Govern- 
ment will adopt a word tariff for interna- 
tional telegrams on and after the Ist May. 
The rate will be 20 cents a word from 
Nagasaki to any station in the Empire. 

‘The cable connecting Gutzlaff with Naga- 
suki failed Friday afternoon. The Great 
Northern Co,’s str. H. C. Orsted proceeded 
at once to repair it; and communication 
was restored Monday. 

‘The L. and C, Bepress understands that 
Mr, A. S. Harvey, of the China Consular 
Service, whose health is now re-established, 
is keoping the remainder of the term 
necessary for his call to the Bar. He will 
probably leave for China in July. 

A private telegram has (says the Singa- 
pore Times) been received in Singapore from 
London, stating that the Directors of the 
Chartered Bank of India, Australia, and 
China propose to declare a dividend for 
the last half of 1877 at the rate of six per 
cont. per ammum, and to carry £40,000 to 
the Reserve Fund. 

In referring to the death of Captain 
Blanchard, whom it justly speaks of as 
highly esteemed at Shanghai by his 
Masonic Brethren, the Daily Press says 
that, as a remark of respect, the District 
Grand Master and ofticers of the District 
Grand Lodge of Hongkong, and the mem- 
hors of the other Lodges in the District 
attended the funeral service, which was 
performed hy the Rey. E. Davys at the 
Protestant Comet 

The Straits Times says it is “glad to 
learn that, by Lnperial decree in the Peking 
Gasette, the Emperor of China has confer- 
red upon Dr. Dennys the decoration of the 
Dragon, in recognition of the assistance his 
writings, when in editorial charge of the 
Chine Muil some nine years ago, afforded 
towards the suppression of the infamous 
Macao cvolie trade "—It is curious that we 
should not have come across this item 
in our daily translations ! 

Advices from Tashkent, according to the 
L. & C. Eepress, state that the fu 
Amir of Kashgaria is shortly expected at 
that town, accompanied by Sadyk Khan, 
the celebrated Kirghiz adventurer, who his 
taken part in all the Kirghiz risings against 
Russia during the last twenty years. Orders 
have been given to the outpost authorities 
to form temporary settlements of the 
Mussulman refugees, who are arriving in 
thousands at the Russian frontier. The 
Chinese continue to massacre the Kash- 

garians without mercy. Russian newa- 













































papers state that it having been reported 
to the Russian Government that in all 
probability the conquest of Kashgaria 
would lead to an influx of Chinese in the 
eastern provinces of Central Asia, General 
Kaufmann has under consideration a pro- 
ject of imposing a tax upon all arrivals 
form the Celestial Empire. 

We reprint on another page the text 
of the Silver Remonetization Bill, as it 
passed the Senate at Washington on the 
16th February. It provides for the coinage 
of not less than 2,000,000 and not more 
than 4,000,000 dollars worth of silver a 
month. The Governments of the countries 
composing the Latin Union, and such other 
European nations a the President may 
deem advisable, are to be invited to join 
the United States in a Conference “to 
adopt a common ratio between gold and 
silver, for the purpose of establishing inter- 
nationally the use of bi-metallic money, and 
securing a fixity of relative value botwoen 
theso metals.”” 

‘The American barque Agate, Captain 
Pike, during her voyage from New York, 
fell in with the American barque Obed 
Bazter, which had on board the cargo of 
the ship Midnight, bound from New York 
to Yokohama, The Midnight had sprung 
aleak and put into Amboyna in distress, 
where she was condemned.—The .Agate also 
reports a wrecked Burmese crew on the 
Mericre Island, near the Pellow Islands, in 
the North Pacific. 

‘The Haining still remains on the twenty- 
five feet rock, a little to the southward of 
Houki, in the Gulf of Pechili, on which 
she stranded on Saturday morning week, 
under circumstances already reported. In 
addition to her passengers and crew all her 
cargo has beon saved, and was brought for- 
ward to Shanghai in the Appin, On the 
morning of the 20th, the Taku passed the 
place, and her Captain (Captain McCluro) 
and the chief engineer went alongside tho 
Haining in a boat, but were unable to get 
on board. The rock extends under her 
bottom as far as the fore rigging. Tho 
Lecynen attempted to tow her off, but was 
unsuccessful; and her position is almost 
hopeless. 

‘The Peking Gazette of the 20th March con- 
tains a memorial giving an account of the 
proceedings atan inquest—or rather series 
of inquests—lately held in Tartary, which we 
have been tempted to translate at some 
length as throwing light on the cumbrous 
system of Chinese post mortem examina- 
tion. We took occasion to call attention 
tothe same subject in March last year, 
4 propos of an inquest where search was 
made for arsenic ; but the present -case— 
where the question was of detecting marks 
of violence on a body some years after 
death, far transcends that one in absurdity. 
We recommend the précis to the perusal 
of the curious. 

The Gazette of the 22nd March con- 
tains an eloquent lament over the suf- 
ferings of the people from the famine 
which is devastating Northern China. The 
Emperor, as is customary, attributes to the 
shortcomings of Government such a mani- 
festation of Heaven's wrath. The officiala 
accordingly throughout the country are de- 
sired to earnestly second the Court in its 
unwearying exertions for improvement ; the 





officers of the Imperial Household are to 
exercise the strictest economy, “for if only 
one candareen can be saved, there is 
one candareen more to be distributed in 
relief ;” and, a further appropriation of 
Tis. 200,000 and 16,000 peculs of grain 
ordered, for use in Honan and Shansi. 

It will be remembered that Féng, the 
substantive Taotai of Shanghai, obtained a 
year’s leave of absence togo to Ili and bring 
down the remains of his father who had died 
there in 1861, and ascertain the fate of his 
step-mother and brother. According to a 
memorial in the Gazette of the 22nd March, 
these objects have been partially accom- 
plished. His step-mother was found to have 
poisoned herself, and his brother to have 
been killed in action. The Taotai succeeded 
also in finding 28 of the paternal bones, 
which ‘‘ were placed in a fresh coffin to be 
borne sorrowfully back to his native 
place.” In relating these facte, Tso Tsung- 
tang suggests that some mark of Imperial 
‘approbation and pity should be bestowed 
upon the Taotai’s deceased relatives. An 
Imperial rescript grants the request. 

Amidst all the disasters from flood and 
drought which have fallen upon this 
country during the past season, it is 
pleasant to learn that the great river which 
has earned the epithet of “China's Sorrow” 
has not, this year, justified its name. The 
Governor-General of the Yellow River 
reports that the unprecedented cold of 
the winter caused the upper waters to freeze, 
and that for more thana month all traffic was 
suspended, “letters having to be forwarded 
overland by circuitous routes, a necessity 
which has not arisen for many years ; while 
the pressure of ice inthe upper waterscaused 
a rise of one or two feet lower down ; but 
no accidents occurred.” There is debt in 
connection with the works, as scems to bo 
prevalently the case in China at the present 
moment, “and there willbe great difficulty 
in raising funds, but the Governor-General 
will do his best.” 

The Peking Gazette of the 25th March 
contains the text of the momorial from the 
Censor Péng She-chang, on the necessity 
for repairing the watorcourses in North- 
China, which was approved by edict on the 
6th idem. The Censor contends that labour 
for this purpose should have been exacted 
in return for the relief given ; and possibly 
if this had been done in the first instance 
‘communications would have been improved, 
and the present distress lessened. But the 
time has gone by now ; the people, at any 
rate in the worst districts, are evidently 
past work ; and, if any effect is to be giv 
to the Censor’s comprehensive scheme, it 
will have to be as an independent under- 
taking. We suspect, however, that it will 
fall nearly a dead letter. 

‘Howoxoxc papers give very full accounts 
of the hurricane which passed over Can- 
ton on the 12th instant. After wrecking 
Shameen, it seems to have cut like a 
knife for a width of 200 yards through 
the thickly populated Western suburb, 
causing a loss of life both ashore and afloat 
which can hardly yet be approximately 
estimated. 

We notice by the Straits papers that a 
movement is on foot to form a Volunteer 
corps at SincaroRE. 
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Editorial Selections. 





‘THE GOVERNMENT AND THE FAMINE. 
Ir the present famine in the North of 
China will open the eyes of the Chinese 
Government to the y and grave 
defects of its present system, it will 
not have come in Foremost 
amongst these are the enforced isola- 
tion of ita people and the suppression of 
all private enterprise. ‘The first abuse, 
becoming graver and graver by lapse 
of time, has resulted in the utter 
destruction of the roads of approach to 
the affected districts; and the second 
has made an entire population depond- 
ent on the caprice or goodwill of the 
Government for the time being, which, 
deprived of the spur always accompany- 
ing the private undertaker, naturally 
falls into # perfunctory manner of dis- 
charging duties not properly or usually 
devolving upon official shoulders. We 
have before this had occasion to point 
out how injuriously the interests of the 
North of China were affected by the 
system of the grain tribute, and how 
the present method of conveying grain 
to a country in ordinary times capable 
of itself producing a superfluity did in 
reality seriously interfere with home 
production, Although in one year the 
amount of grain carried in this manner 
to North-China might not seriously 
affect the local production, we have in 
our calculations to remember that the 
present system has been going on for a 
Tong series of years, during each of 
which the purchasing power of North- 
China bas been reduced by just so 
much as the value of the grain sent 
was in excess of the actual require- 
mente of the country. The bill against 
the present system would thus, were 
we to cast itup, represent an enormous 
sum ; aud to this extent we must con- 
clade that it has impoverished the 
whole of the Northern portions of China, 
which directly or indirectly are brought 
into contact with the present system. 
We are the more hopefal in again 
drawing attention to this fact, that 
tho experiment of the so-called China 
Merchants’ Steam Navigation Co. has 
not turned out so successfully as its 
eanguiae originators hoped. It has in 
fact had to contend with all the ob- 
stacles which affect enterprises of the 
sort—accidonts of storm and flood, 
depression of markets, competition from 
outside, and the inovitable wear and 
tear of ships and machinery. Iv 
addition, it has had the more certain 
though more insidious causes of decay 
to which organizations of the kind, 
when directly controlled by Govern- 
ment officials, are especially liable. This 
is no new discovery of ours, engendered 
by opposition to the development of 
Chinese trade, but has been found to 
prevail wherever Governments, forget 
tivg their proper sphere of action, ha 
entered into competition with their 
‘own people. We are justified, accord- 
ing to ite own showing, iu holding that 
the China Merchants’ Company bas not 






























falfilled the objects or hopes of its pro- 
jectors, and we are farther justified 
in saying that during ita short exist- 
ence its effect on native trade and 
native prosperity has been injurious. 
‘Now the same reasons would not apply 
to ships ran by Chinese as simple 
merchants, and it is in the hope that 
the present state of affairs may lead to 
a development of native enterprise, that 
we write at present. 

‘Every one acquainted with the course 
of business in China knows 40 what a 
large extent native merchants avail 
themselves of the name aud position of 
foreign firms. The reason is not that 
this is done from any real affection 
towards those in whose hands they 
place their concerns, but that the 
general course of business as conducted 
by foreigners is superior in many 
respects to the uative. Foremost 
amongst the reasons which produce 
such effects is the fact that foreign 
Governments, as a matter of practice, do 
not interfere with the private arrange- 
mente of their nationals. An Englisb- 
man or an American may own a ship, 
and ron her whenever and however he 
Tikes, so long as he does not trans- 
gress the rules for such matters 
which are written down in plain 
and straightforward Innguage. His 
Consuls or other authorities may have 
their own ideas, but what these are 
does not affect the merchant, who bas 
simply to refer to the laws in the case 
made aud provided, aud who is in- 
dopendent of official interference #0 
Jong as he abides within their limits. 
Now, if we turn to China, we see at 
once that this condition of affairs does 
not exist. In all matters relating to 
trade or commerce, China is literally 
without any law whatever, and the 
exigencies of each case are decided by 
the particular bias of the individual 
magistrate who may be affected, or 
who may suppose his interests are 
touched. We have the experience of 
other countries to prove that Chinese 
merchants are not by any meaus 
devoid of enterprise, and are quite 
capable of appearing as principals in 
all such matters. It is, therefore, a 
matter of astonishment to most people 
on arriving in China for the first time, 
to discover that in his own country the 
Chinese merchant is really in a worse 
position than he finds himself abroad. 
Those who have bad experience of 
Chiuese merchants give them a high 
character, both for mercantile astute. 
ness and also for the practice of the 
mercantile virtues. A Chinese mer- 
thant is, to sum up in a few words, 
good man of business.” That 
is to say, he is prompt in making 
up his mind, and he is strict in 
fulfilling bis mercantile obligations. 
Exceptions of course there are, but 
this is the general character borne by 
the race. Yet, notwithstanding these 
qualifications, we find that a Chinese 
merchant is prevented from running 
steamboats on his own account. He 
cannot trade in a vessel of his 














own between the ports of his 
own country, unless he is content 
to adopt customs two thousand years 
old and go back to a style of ship 
grown autiquated centuries ago. He 
finds the trade of the Northern ports 
monopolised by & gigantic association 
kept up by measures injurions not only 
to himself but to his countrymen at 
large ; and in the most minute matters 
he finds interference with his own 
private arrangements, nor docs he 
koow where to turn to any tangible 
rales to guide him in cases of difficulty. 
Again, it is evident to the most super- 
ficial observer that there are industries 
for which China is peculiarly fitted ; 
yet we find the same difficulties stand- 
ing in the way. It is not many years 
since China bad the monopoly of the 
tea trade of the world; at the present 
moment the relative importance of the 
Chinese tea trade is year by year 
diminishing. If we ask the reason, wo 
find it to be that, while other couutries 
are free to adopt improvements, in 
China the manufacturer has to work 
in the old grooves and simply copy 
his predecessors of it may be centuries 
ago. A still more glaring case 
in the case of silk. China is pre. 
eminently adapted for the growth and 
manufacture of this article, yot herein 
sho is as backward as in the case of 
the other industries. We may ask 
why is this, and the reason is not far 
to seek. It is because Chine: Ik 
merchants fear to strike out in any 
new path, becanse they fear the 
interference of their own Government, 
Now there is absolutely no reason why 
there should not be in China, as there 
are in the West, Joint Stock Com. 
panies got up for the purpose of 
manvfacturing certain goods or per- 
forming certain operations. The ouly 
difference is that the Chinese Govern- 
ment will not supply an intelligible 
code to which it and the merchants 
could both refer whenever their interests 











seem to clash. No more powerful in-* 


atrament bas been discovered of bene- 
fiting a nation than the system of 
Joint Stock Companies ; every 
country preteuding to civilisation, with 
the exception of China, has introdaced 
laws and regulations to permit of their 
being carried on by the concert of 
private merchants. ‘The present sys- 
tem in China has uot been productive 
of benefit. It has not made the people 
more content; it has not made the 
Government rich or powerfal, and it 
certainly has not prevented the coun- 
try being devastated by the horrors of 
famine. All these facts are undeniable, 
and are acknowledged by the Chinese 
Government itself. They, have been 
forced on its notice more prominently 
by the present famine. Is it: too 
much to hope that its prevent distress 
may be productive of better counsels 
thap in the past have prevailed, to 
raise the population from its ever 
recurring seasons of distress ? 
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‘THE MARKHAM ROAD. 
‘Tae correspondence which we published 
last week regarding the proposed ex- 
tension of Markbam Road, recalls a 
time which is still fresh in the recollec- 
tion of many old residents, but which 
is known only by tradition to those 
who have come among us within the last 
dozen years. The Council refer to 
days when the immediate neighbour. 
hood of Shanghai was almost the only 
ground within the provineo of Kiangsu 
which the Imperialists could claim to 
‘rale, and that small district was held 
for them by foreign troops. After the 
capture of Sqochow, the Taepings had 
swept down to the very gates of 
Shanghai. Driven from their camps 
on the Race Course by the shells of 
the English men-of-war, they had been 
afterwards expelled also from Sooug- 
kiaug and Kading; but were still in 
such menacing proximity that the Set- 
tlement was fortified by an earthwork 
along the line of the Defeuce Creck, 
which was dug for the purpose its 
pame implies and defended by guns of 
the Engiish Attillery, The Ningpo 
Joss House was garrisoned by Siklis, 
The loug low godowns on the 
Banks of the Souchow Creek were 
tenanted by the 31st, aud the Confucian 
temple in the city by the 68th Regi- 
ments, while a portion of another In- 
dian regiment garrisoued a Temple 
on the Soochow Creek known as Glass's 
Post, and another detachment served 
ag an outpost at Fahwah. It was in 
those days that the road whieh wo are 
now humbly begging to bave restored 
to us, was originally laid out. The 
Markham road, as well as the Sikaway, 
the Sinza, and the Jessfield roads, were 
originally constructed to facilitate the 
movements of troops about the neigh- 
borhood in case they were called on to 
oppose anotber rebel advance; and it 
is curious to contrast the present 
obstructiveness of the Chinese officials 
with their eager compliance in those 
days of dread. It was asserted that 
Gordon might have had the whole of 
the Yangtze promontory, from Kiangyin 
to Chapoo, if he ‘had chosen to 
demand it as the prico of his aid; 
and there is nothing incredible in 
tho assortion. His aid was given 
for nothing. Through his exertions and 
strategic skill the rebels were driven 
successively from Taitsan and Quinsan 
and Sonchow; all the country up to 
the walls of Nanking was recovered to 
tho Imperialist rale, aud the capture 
of that city, which virtually closed the 
campaign, made possible for Tseng 
Kwo-fan and his Gouerals. Now, 
fourteen years later, we are seeking 
in vain for permission to purchase 
and ride over a strip of land which 








in 1863 was eagerly given at the} U 





first request of the English General 
commanding at Shanghai. For not 
ouly is the proposed road no new 
one, but another loop road which has 
also been hoed back into the fields, ran 
from Jessfield to Fahwab, and may still 
bo traced by an enquiring excursionist 








nearly throughout its length, A road 
practicable for wheeled carriages was 
made even on the opposite bank of the 
Soochow Creek, from the Stone Bridge 
to Naziang. Fancy proposing its 
restoration to the present Rulers of 
a province which, bat for foreigners, 
would probably still be under Tae- 
ping rale. But then small steamers 
used to run to Nanzing in those 
days; and the refusal to have a few 
yards of roxd made is of a piece 
with tho policy which demanded their 
withdrawal almost with the first breath 
of recovered power. The refusal of 
the Viceroy to grant so modest a 
request is, under thexé circumstances, as 
Tittle creditable as it is foolish in its 
sulky obstinacy. If it were not for 
foreigners, he would not be ina position 
to make the refusal; aud a graceful 
recognition of this fact would have 
suggested «a ready compliance with 
the first request of the resident 
community, As we have said more 
than once already, we put the whole 
blame on Shén’s own shoulders. 
The people aro ready and willing to 
sell the land; and wo believe the local 
officials would willingly recognise the 
transfer. But Shén Puo-ehén wills 
otherwise, and his word is law. Let as 
hope that the Higher Wills at Peking, 
to whom appeal bas now been made, 
will over-rule his objection. 

















ME. GLADSTONE. 
“ Russia’s gain seems to me to be the 
world’s loss,” so said Dr. Arnold 
neatly forty years ago, and it seems 
difficult to see how tbe Liberal party 
wero ever even for a brief period 
beguiled into a contrary opinion. What 
sveret machinery was at work to in- 
fluence their late leader we shall not 
probably ever live to know. The 
noxt generation, when they read the 
memoirs aud correspondence of Mr. 
Gladstone's contemporaries (perhaps 
indeed his autobiography if he leaves 
one behind), may be able to discover 
who pulled the wires, and what absorb- 
ing influence was exerted over the 
wayward and restless intellect or 
the emotional and passionate nataro of 
the late Premier, when he adopted the 
policy which bas ed a splendid 
reputation and brokeu up an inflacntial 
and united party. Without for a mo- 
ment pretending to believe that we 
have means of getting at the whole 
story, an explanation not perhaps 
devoid of plausibility may be found in 
Mr. Gladstone’s extraordinary obli- 
quities on the subject of religion. 
Very fow persous have read more th 
Lord Macaulay’s review of the book 
on Church and State dedicated to the 
versity of Oxford und published 
when Mr. Gladstone was member for 
Newark ; but those who have perused 
it must bave been struck with its 
strangely perverse and casuisticul 
tone of thought. Here were the 
seeds that in later years bave driven 
the writer to entertain a sudden 























sympathy with the Gagek Church, and 
to leaguo himself with the knot of 
unballowed 
hankering after approzimation to the 
hierarchical systems which they 
delight to set in array, with all their 
titles, as tho Most Holy Governing 
Synod of all the Russias, the Holy 
Syuod of the Grecian Kingdom, Athens, 
the Holy Synod of Cypras, and the 
Holy Synod of Mount Sinai. It has 
been reserved for Mr. Gladstone and 
Canon Liddon to discover that a sacred 
and peculiar bond ties English re- 
ligionists to these antiquated and super- 
stitions confederations. It bas often 
been said that the sympathy of Eng- 
lishien prefers black men und yellow 
men to white skins ; but we must acquit 
Mr. Gladstone of shariug this vulgar 
national partiality. The sine qua non 
is that you must belong to the Eastern 
Church ; then, never mind your con- 
@uct, though blackened by the most 
rovolting vices that degrade humanity ; 
if you entertain those notions about the 
procession of the Holy Ghost which 
are condemned by the Athanasian 
ereed, and believe that the Czar 
Alexander is next to God, you can 
do no wrong. This tender and affect- 
ionate preference does not extend to the 
Romanists, Au unfortunate English- 
woman was tortured to death at Tien- 
tsin by a mob of Chinese savages, but 
she wasa Catholic sister of charity, 
and so nothing was done to punish the 
murderers. There are many Protest 
ant commanities in Balgaria who have 
lived very peaceably for years under 
Turkish role. If by any chance out- 
rages had been committed against then, 
we donbt whether a word would have 
escaped the eloquent lips that poured 
forth such torrents of rhetoric in de- 
fence of oppressed members of the 
Greek Chureb. 

This is a phenomenon which we con. 
fess is puzzling. That the neknow- 
ledged leader of English liberalism 
should ally himself with the most un- 
scrupulons and masterfal despotism: on 
earth, is astounding enough; but that the 
model Anglican layman should become 
the partizan of the Greek Church ia 
more astounding yet. The more the 
subject is sifted, the moro clear it is 
that we only know a very small portion 
of the story. We do not believe in the 
“craze” theory. We see no 
mental deterioration in Mr. Gladstone. 
The speech at Oxford was inferior to 
none of bis previons efforts as a more 
rhetorical display, though it is not easy 
to find language sufficiently strong to 
condemn its sentiments. But words are 
now used in the London streets, and 
are creeping into the London news. 
papers, which indicate that a suspicion 
is arising in the public mind which 
can only be hinted at, and which, indeed, 
it is scarcely safe to hint. Much of 
course may be attributed to inordinate 
aud extravagant egotism and to baffied 
vanity; but we must look deeper to 
discover the cause of these strange pre- 
ferences, and we repeat that we do not 
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expect the matter will be thoroughly 
understood by the present geuerstion. 
Russia emploss subtle and peculiar 
agencies, and “influence” may be 
exerted in a variety of ways. We have 
little or no doabt that at this moment: 
some Groville is every day making 
entries in his diary, or some Walpole 
is recording in confidential letters to a 
trusted correspondent, circumstances 
which will throw light on this mystery 
and reveal to’a future century the’ 
hidden springs which have so inexplica- 
bly directed the conduct of the hero 
of Liberal politics. At present, we can 
only see a confirmation of the sentence 
“These violent delights have violent ends.” 
‘The pnssiquate excitements of monster 
tneetings and mob demoustrations, the 
life depending on the breath of shout- 
ing crowds, have met with the invariable 
fate of demagogic ambition—an end 
which, to quote Mr. Gladstone's own 
words, “comes nearest to an image of 
death, defeat, mortification, shame.” 











@utports, 





PERING. 


At last we have the long-prayed for 
rain; but it comes too late, I fear, to 
be of good to the spring crops, ‘The amount 
of misery in Peking is appalling. Streams 
of refugees come flowing in; every second 
man is begging ; and the population seems 
to bo made-up of skin and bene individuals, 
tottering off to the gruel kitchens with their 
basins in their han 

18th Apri 

















TIENTSIN. 
‘We had a light shower on the night of 


the 7th inst. Thear that at HO Hsi Wu, 
half way between this and Peking, there 





was a good rain-fall on Monday last. For | P 


more than a week the wind has been 
from the rain quarters almost every after- 
noon and evening, with clouds and other 
indications such as would be a warning at 
any place but Tientsin to. stay in-doors 
or go out well protected. We hope other 
sections have been visited with heavy falls. 

Wo hear there are grievous complaints 
made of peculation in connection with the 
grain sent here to be forwarded and sold 
in the destitute districts at cost ; not more 
than one-third, it is said, of the amount 
actually sent ever reaching those for whom 
it is designed. Indeed some natives are 
saying that all, aid should pass through 
foreign hands instead of native. This is a 
sad stato of things, and I fear the state. 
menta are too true. 

‘Various rumours are afloat in 
“risings” in different parts. 0: 
that tho Mahomedans in Shansi, Shensi, 
and Honan have risen, joined their forces 
and are advancing westward. But amid 
conflicting statements it is difficult to give 
anything definite. 

‘The famine is having a most depressing 
effect on business ; a yeneral stagnation 
seems to prevail. 

We are glad to be able to report a 
“Recreation ground” as ono of the pro- 

ctive acquisitions of our Settlement, 

‘azchulin. We could wish it were not 80 
far away from the business centre, some 
three i, but better there than uot to have 
it at all. 

12th April. 


‘There is no news of any importance, 
except that we had a nice little shower on 
Wedueniay night, though only wetting the 

















surface.—A concert was given on Thursday 
evening, the 18th, in aid of the starting of 
an eating d nt for the sailors’ in 
connection with the Temperance Hall. $136 
were taken. 


20th April. 











FoocHOW. 
‘The Herald is positively assured that the 
Mamoi Arsenal fleet, not even excepting 
that latest triumph’ and chef d'enere of 
modern naval architecture, the composite 
ram and. training vessel for cadets, known 
as No. 20, are being rapidly converted into 
colliers. ‘One of these stately craft arrived 
afew days ago from Keelung with a full 
cargo of coal, including a heavy deck load ! 
It is gratifying, the Herald remarks, to find 
that the infant navy of China is capable of 
being utilized ; but of course it is to be 
regretted that such costly vessels should be 
condemued to employment of the nature 
described. It may be, however, that they 
are better suited to the transport of black 
diamonds than to any other purposo— 
though the carrying of deck loads is a d 
gerous practice and attended by special ri 
during the typhoon season. As men-of-war 
they have certainly been extremely bad bar- 
ins. On this point, the strange handling 
of the alphabetical gunboats furnishes the 
following beautiful illustration, particulars 
of which are derived from the authority of 
an eyewitness, One of these gunboats went 
out for shot and shell practice with their 




















ago. The usual quantity of ammunitis 
was served out, but it was observed that in 
firing there was mo sign of disturbance 
within a fnll mile of the range—beyond the 
inevitable smoke and noise. On inquiring 
into the cause of this strange circumstance 
it was ascertained that the worthy Celestials 
were firing blank saluting charges! What 
matter, it may be argued, so long as 
the regulation allowance was fired.—The 
Herald remarks that half of the sun 
mentioned as having been collected at 
Foochow in aid of the Famine Relief Fund 
was contributed by Chinese residents.— 
‘The daily courier service with Amoy will 
probably be re-established on the Ist 
wroximo.—The alphabetical gunboats (four 














in number) were to leave for Tientsin 
the end of the current week. On arriva 
at that port, the European engineers and 
gunners will be discharged, and the Chinese 
will then have the satisfaction of managing 
these white elephants in their own fashion. 
—The Herald hears that the Viceroy started 
ona tour through the province ou the 1th 
nstant. It is the intention of His Excel- 
lency to visit the principal towns of Foh- 
kien, and tho Herald also hears that the 
vicercgal progress will be attended by 

whole tribe of tax gatherers and yam 
followers,—whose particular business it 
will be to levy ‘patriotic subscriptions ” 
in aid of the provincial exchequer, which is 
just now said to be in a very impoverished 
state.—The Chinese Govermnent are be- 
ginning to place the telegraph poles in a 
straight line from one end of the island 
above Lim Po to the other ; and Fung-shut 



























matter now the telegraph is i 
ment hands. The Authorities sav 
hundred yards of wire, and also have a few 
spare poles for repairs. 

tuay things work whoa thoy become tho 
property of the Government, or work te 
its interest. 








HONGKONG. 


The China Mail says an Imperial 
Government order was issued to the 
military on the 13th inst., to fortify the 
entrances to the Harbour. The granite 
battery at Welli Barracks is to be 
demolished and a sand-bag battery built to 





replaco it. Kellet’s Island is to be 
turned into @ fort and mounted; an 


28.ton guns, at long range, a short time | 









It is strange how | 


earth fort on the point at Kowloon, 
commanding the Ly-ce-moon Pass, is to 
be also mounted ; and Green Island is to 
be also fortified. Tn all the four batteries 
there will be forty-five heavy guns mounted. 
Five heavier guns are being taken on board. 
HAMS. Fier Baar Tt is said 500 
of the 74th Regiment, who have already 
been drilled in artillery practice, have been 
told off to do duty in the new batteries in 
the event of war being declared. The 
military have been all astir, and Wanchi 
has been the scone of great activity. 
The Arsenal, which was once full of ean- 
non, shot and carriages, is now nearly 
empty, they having beon ‘shipped for these 
now forts, while those for Wellington Bar- 
racks were carried throngh the stroet.—‘Tho 
Mail also gives some interesting particulars 
of the recent hurricane at Canton, and adds 
: Excellency. the Governor has 
conv to Viceroy of Canton, 
through H.M. Acting Consul (Dr. Hance), 
the condolences of the Hongkong Govern: 
ment and of the community on the awful 
calamity which has Intely visited the city. 
The foreign residents, at the same time, 
have not been forgotten, although for: 














* | tunately the condolence applicable to them: 


is far less deep than where the loss of 
“imman life is in question. H.M. Consul 
has been asked by the Government to in- 
form the residents at Shameen that the 
utmost assistance which can be given from 
the Public Gardens, the garden at Govern- 
ment House, and elsewhere, towards the 
restoration of the British Settlement, will 
readily be given in the shape of shrubs and 
plants.—Early on the 12th, Hongkong it- 
self was visited by a severe thunderstorm 
accompanied by heavy rain. During nearly 
the whole of the morning and afternoon 
the storm was hanging ahout, and at five 
o'elock p.m, another storm, with loud peals 
of thunder and vivid lightning, occurred. 
‘These storms appeared to be just out- 
side the circle of the hurricane which 
devastated Canton.—When the steamship 
Albay left Hongkong on the 12th instant, 
and was about five or six miles north of 
the Ninepins, she encountered a very 
severe thunderstorm, which lasted for some 
hours. During this storm showers of hail 
stones, nearly as large as a pigeon's egg, 
came down with some force.” ‘ho lightning 
was vory vivid.—The bathing season is to 
be formally opened on the Ist May by a 
few races at the bath. A good many mem- 
bers of the Recreation Club have, however, 
anticipated the formal opening of the season 
and ‘have heen indulging in bathing for 
a week or two past. Rowin, 0 
ing —The Daily Press saya the British 
ship Sarah Nicholson, Captain Selkirk, 
from Neweastle, N.S.W., roports that on 
the 22nd March, in lat. 48, long. 164 E., 
she passed through at least sixty miles of 
pumice stone floating upon the water, Tn 
many places it was so thick that the water 
could not be seen at all for some distance. 
They picked up several pieces. Some 
wero as large as to feet square, but. the 
greater portion was in a powdored state. 
‘Tho Daily Prese says preliminary opera- 
tions for the ervetion of the battery on the 
front of Wellington Barracks are in 
tive progress, and the military author- 
ies are only waiting the receipt of a reply 
to a telegram home ior further instructions, 
proceed immediately with the erection of 
the batteries at the other points decided 
upon. ‘The Press also understands that the 
ctor Emanuel will be moored in front of 
e Naval Yard, for the protection of that 
establishment. ‘The steamship 
has brought forward from Foochow the first 
samples of the new season's tea from that 
port.—Subscriptions by the Fohkieneso 
residents at Manila towards the rolief of the 
famine in the North of China amount to 
812,410. 
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cantox. 

‘The excitement occasioned by the tornado 
is beginning to die out, but the work of 
restoration, now actively commenced, will 
occupy many months. Some of the ruins 
have scarcely been touched yet. 

hear that more than seven thousand 
coffins have been given out by the Oi Yuk 
‘Tong Hospital, for the interment of the 
dead bodies dug out from the débris of the 

- fallen buildings and recovered from the 
wreckage of the boats on the river. The 
actual number of the killed is still unknown, 
and will probably never be correctly deter- 
mined, but there is no doubt that. it will 
not fall far short of the estimate given by 
your reporter—ten thousand. 

It is notified in the Governor-General’s 
circular that the number of houses and 
buildings destroyed in the city and suburbs 
‘of Canton by the tornado, and the fires that 
occurred at the same time, exceeds fourteen 
hundred. Why the exact figures are not 
given I can't say; I suppose that in the 
wreck it is difficult to make out the different 


"About vight o'clock on the morning of the 
15th instant some four hundred feet of the 
‘embankment of Tsing Yuen again gave way. 
‘The spot where the collapse occurred is 
the very same section which gave way last 
year. Some portions of Honam have been 
inundated in consequence, but not to any 
sorious extent.—Daily Press, 


18th April. 

















NAGASAKI. 


‘Tho British barquo Anglo-Norman ran 
aground on tho Goto Inlands during tho 
night of the Mth and 12th, while on her 
passage from Shanghai to Nagasaki, and it 
‘was only by tho most united and strenuous 
offorts of all on board that sho waa sav. 
and successfully brought into harbour. 
Too great praiso cannot bo awarded to the 
crow, who kopt steadily at tho pumps for 

ty hours, while the water was within two 
it OF her lowor deck, and though boats 
were lowered and provisioned, never relaxed 
intheirefforts to save the ship. The water 
having boen pumped out, and the oxtent of 
the damage ascertained, it has, the Rising 
Sun saya, beon decided to take her on the 
patent slip for repairs. ‘The following is an 
extract from her log book :—Left Shang- 
hai April 4th; were detained in the 
river with Easterly winds and thick 
weather. Crossed the Bar 6 p.m. On tho 
Sth, Ind variable winds, | Hazy, with thick 
fog at times, Atimidnight, 11th, by reckon- 
ing, Ose Point N.E. 18 miles, wind South, 
light breeze ; 12.80 a.m. thick fog. About 
1.16 hoard the sound of breakers to leeward. 
Immediately hove ship in stays, but before 
she could gathor way on port tack the cur- 
yont swept her amongst the rocks at east 
end of Tsutara Island ; got a hawser and 
kedge out with all possible dispatch, and 
with the aid of a light broeze off the land 
succeeded in getting off after being on 
jore 14 hours. On floating found two 
feet water in hold, stood off to 8.W. till 
8.a,m, and tacked, although heading East 
on atarboard tack.’ Found the current set- 
ting #0 strong to N.E. that had to stand 
off again for two hours before weathering 
the falands, all this time'pumps constantly 
going and’ water increasing. Had sai 
under the bottom trying to stop the leak. 
At2am., 12th, anchored outside Papen- 
burg, and sent on shore for coolies to relieve 
the crew at pumpa, there now being 8 feet 
water in hold, and crew completely ex- 
hausted, having been pumping and baling 
without’ intermission for twenty-eight 
hours. 

The Sun says the kite-flying festival at 
Kompira passed off much in the usual way, 
and an intervening fine day favoured the 
holiday-makers, who seomed thoroughly to 
enjoy the outing, while the lull in the 
weather avoided any postponement. By- 
the-way, the Japanese assert that it is always 











fine on kite-fying day, and assuredly what- 
ever superstition may be attached to the 
festival in that would seem to have 


gained force on this last occasion, as the 
aat week was one succession of wet weather 
with the exception of Friday. There were 
tea f iaidataboek young 
the troops of joyous com! Py 

and old, and the inevitable turn-out of beg 


gars, who take this opportunity to hold a | Mead, 


fiold-day and exhibit their varied 
formities with unabated perseverance. 
—If the late continued rain has proved 
disagreeable and uncomfortable in many 
respects, tho Sun says the gardens and 
fields are showing grateful appreciation of 
the humid warm atmosphere, and it is 
refreshing after such » long period of 
ing l, to see its, 
Trees, and pad Surating mith new life } 
a garden full of azaleas and other flowers, 
just now so refreshing and charming a 
sight, that it greatly compensates for the 
discomfort of prolonged wet weather. 








mI0G0., 


‘The Hiogo News understands a telegram 
has been received in Kobe announcing the 
total loss of the British barque Fire Queen, 
off the coast of Sendai. She left Yokohama 
‘on the 30th ultimo for Niigata.—The Osaka 
Nippo saya 100,000 koku of rico bought by 
foreigners will’ be taken in a few days out 
‘of the godown in Namba to be shipped to 
China.—Tho sake-makers of Hiogo are said 
to have given each two bags of rice to the 
dist Chinese.—A woll-known Tokio 
merchant has taken a large quantity of rico 
thither which was stored in Yamoguchi and 
Hiroshima Kon, it is said for the purposo 
of sonding it to China to relieve the famine 
distross.—At Kawachi, between Omi and 
Yechizon, the snow is now 8 foet on tho 

ound. On the 26th five mon were passin, 
there when an avalanche fell and killed some 
of thor -For tho information of Shen Pao- 
chen On the 3rd instant 2,057 passen- 
gers went by railway from Osaka to Kioto, 

7 of whom bought Exhibition tickets in 
the station —A large Chinese merchant, 
residing in Japan, proposes to buy all the 
indigo which Be prcduced in Tajima, Hoki 
and Inaba.—Mr. Kio, once chief retainer 
of the late Hikone Han, has built a largo 
thread manufactory in Hiratamura, Inukami- 
gori, Shiga Ken. The expenditure is said 
to have been yen 20,000. 











YOKOHAMA. 


‘The Gazette understands that Mr. H. S, 
Wilkinson, Acting Law Secretary, is to act 
as H.B.M. Consul in Yokohama during the 
absence on leave of Mr. Russell Robertzon, 
One might have thought, says the Gazette, 
that Mr. Wilkinson had enough to do as 
Judge of the Provincial Court, without 
being saddled with the duties of Consul in 
addition—Mr. A. M. Townsend, Sub- 
Manager of the Shanghai branch of the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, has received 
the appointment of Acti ser at 
Yokohama, rendered vacant by the un- 
timely death of Mr. A. L. Turner. As it 
happens, Mr. Townsend is now in Kobe on 
leave, and will arrive by the next mail 
steamer thence.—A general meeting of the 


sails | members of the Yokohama Rowing Club 


was held at the boat-house on the 6th, to 
inaugurate the new house and to open the 
season. Very few members attended. The 
weather was strong and bitterly cold, which 
doubtless detained many who had intended 
tobe present: The usual procession of boats 
on the opening night was impracticable, 
and no business was done beyond the form: 
ality of declaring the boat-house open for 
use of members during the rowing season. — 
Mr. Fourcade’s premises were completely 
gutted on the night of the 5th, bya fire which 





was first discovered between midnight and 
lam. The building is of stone, and the 
‘exertions of the Victoria and other Fire 


Brigades prevented the flames from spread- 
ing’ to tho edjoining - buildings” the 
‘Messageries Maritimes offices and dwelling. 
houses were at one time in great danger ; 
and the books, archives, and many other 


things to the premises 
Messrs. Hecht, har, at 


3 & Co, Mr. 
Fourcade’s loss is, for the most part, 
covered by insurance.—Captain James G. 
RN., has arrived to relieve Captain 
Buller, C.B., R.N., in the command of 
H.M.S. Modeste ; and Sta Si Law- 
renson to relieve Dr. Hill, R.N.—A new 
man-of-war, the Twaki-kuwan, now nearly 
completed at Yokoska, will be launched 
about the end of this month.—The Chiu-o- 
Maru, belongin, to the Agricultural De- 
ent, is to have been stranded and 
Fnocked to Pieces when, at anchor in the 
harbour of Fukuyama, Oshima, Yezo, during 
a gale on the night of the 26th March. The 
master jumped into the sea and was 
drowned, and six sailors were washed away 
and their bodies have not been recovered. — 
‘The Osaka correspondent of the Gazette saya 
the game of football is at present at 
vogue am< the students of the 
Gakko, and they are at it whenever time 
permits ; some downright good kicks are 
iven and received in truly good nature.— 
"he troops, whenever the weather allows, 
ie., when it is not raining, are going 
through a good deal of drill; skirmishing 
among the paddy fields in the neighbour- 
ing villages with an imaginary enemy, 
seems to be their favourite game,—In 
Nippon Notes, the Gazette translates a 
letter from Kagoshima, containing the 
following items :—‘‘Good order has been 
rortored throughout tho jurisdiction of 
Kagoshima. But tho general obstinacy of 
tho pooplo has not changed, ‘The repu- 
tation of Iwamura, the Governor, is good 
coverywhoro, and he will shortly visit various 
islands which aro under his jurisdiction, 

















8 | The Kencho ia now completely built, and a 


now broad road, from the Kencho to the 
coast, has been completed after the expen- 
dire ofa large um of money. No public 
school has yet been established in the 
town. There aro two theatres, however, 
which attract thousands of people dail 
100,000 koku of rico now in Government 
stores in Namba, Osaka, will shortly be 
sent to China—Tho Match Factory at 
Honjo, Tokio, is increasing its operations 
daily ; and about 3,000 men and women aro 
now employed there. An average of ten 
piculs, or 72,000 boxes of matches, are 
manufactured’ esch day.—During March 
last the following vessels arrived in Yoko- 
hama:—73 Japanese, having on board 6,611 
passengers and 299,916 piculs of goods; 
and 26 foreign, with 55 foreign, 3 Japaneso 
and 748 Chinese passengers. 72 Japanese 
and 27 foreign vessels left in the same 
Bititary Cellege wil 
ilitary College wil 
the 16th instant. The 





ning of’ the new 
@ place on or about, 
ikado will be 


present.—The Hochi Shinbun says that at 
the end of Bfarch Iast, gold yen in Onaka 
were at 126 yen per 1,000 yen premium ; 
trade silver yen, 8.7 'yon per 100 yen; 
silver yen, 8 yen per 100 yen; nibukin, 21 
yen per 100 yen; new ichibu-gin, 36 yen 
per 100 yen. 








Peking Gazette 





ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES. 

March 19th.—The greater portion of 
this day's Gazette is occupied by a momo- 
rial from the Censor Chang Kwan-chun, 
advocating on behalf of thirteen aalt mer 
chants from Hwai-ngan #f£ $¢ in Kiang- 
su, the extension of the number of salt 
licenses issued for that “ area.” These 
merchants are willing to subscribe Tels 
400,000 towards the Shansi Famine Relicf 
Fund, in return for a concession of licenses 








for ten an being at the rate of 
Taels 4 per yin. ‘The memorialist discusses 
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the subject at great length, first entering 
into a consideration of the extent and area 
of the famine in the north, and the neces- 
sity of instituting prompt measures for 
relief. To carry these out efliciently large 
sums are required, and no opportunities 
of obtaining them should be neglected. 
He then dwells upon the claims these mer- 
chants have to consideration. By an 
enactment of the Board of Revenue a year 
or more ago, the Hwai-ngan salt trade, 
which had fallen into decay, was resus- 
citated, and the Szech’wan salt trade was 
put a stop to. The issue of licenses for 
the Hwai-ngan trade was, however, limited 
to those merchants who had originally 
engaged in it, and the consequence is that 
the merchants referred to find their busi- 
ness at anend. ‘The Hwai-ngan salt trade 
is capable of great extension, the number 
of licenses at present. issued being only 
three-tenths of the original number. As 
an inerease in the number of licenses issued 
would augment the revenue, and at the 
same time be the means of obtaining a sub- 
stantial addition to the Famine Relief Fund, 
the memorialist urges the acceptance of the 
proposals submitted by, the “merchants 

whe decree in answer to this memorial has 
already been published, 

‘March 20th.—A deeree consenting to a 
proposal from Wan Ts'ing-li, Governor 
adjoint. of tho Imperial “Prefecture of 
Shun-t'ien, that the soup kitehens in and 
around Peking may be kept open for a 
further period of two months, and an 
additional grant of money and rice issued 
for their maintenance, 

(2) Féng Shin, Military Governor of 
How Lung-kiang, 'memorialises with refer- 
ence to an appeal lodged by ono Wang 
King-tion, uccising certain persons of 
hi wusod tho ‘death of his br 
hun, who hanged himself 
ears ago in consequence of an altercal 
je had with sume neighbours, agriculturis 
and died by his own hand. "The body was 
inspected by a corpse examiner, and no 
marks of violence other than 'the self- 
inflicted one having heen discovered, 
the usual guarantee was given, and it was 
handed over to the relatives of the de- 
cused for interment. Wang King-tien, the 
brother, thon went to Peking and lodged 
‘an appeal, which was referred 
manner to memorialist. A 
tion of the corpse was 
result, and the appellant, 
sent with the corpse examiner 
sent at the inquest, hay 
while being escorted back 
more found his way to Pi 
appealed. Memorialist was referred to 
second time, and seeing how persistently 
Wang King-tion asserted that the body 
showed other marks of violence th 
reported, began to think that « 
might possibly have been doi 
incompetence of the local corpse 
examiner. He accordingly applied for the 
services of a secretary and an experienced 
corpse examiner from Moukden. Sanction 
granted by decree dated 17th March, 
1877, and in due course of time the seeretary 
and ‘examiner arrived. After inspecting 
the records of the case, and putting a few 
general questions to the plaintiff and 
defendant, they proceeded, with the parties 
to the suit and their witnesses, to the 
place where the body was deposited, to 
tnako an inspection of it. They found the 
coffin moved from its original position, and 
the seals that had been placed upon it 
injured. At this juncture the examiners 
who had originally inspected the corpse 
informed tle secretary that on that occasion 
the appellant and his father had consented 
to the test by “steaming” on the sole con- 
dition that the flesh had entirely decayed, 
stipulating that if any flesh remained the 
pai-kiang process (test by the application 
of lime, the lees of wine, salt, and vinegar) 
should’ bs resorted to. “To this stipulation 
they adhered on the present occasion, 
obstinately refusing to listen to persuasion 
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from the secretary, showing by the absur- 
dity of their demand that there was trickery 
somewhere. Before proceeding further 


with the inquest, the secretary applied to | proced 


the memorialist for instructions, and he 
referred him to the ‘Coroners’ Manual,” 
which clearly lays down the course to be 
pursued, adding that Wang King-tien could 
exercise no choice in the matter. The 
coffin was then opened in the presence of 
the parties and a number of witnesses. 
The body was swathed in blue cotton cloth, 
and the examiners who had inspected it 
before declared that it was then wrapped 
in white cotton cloth, 1 most significant 
fact in the opinion of the secretary. They 
found that the skin had turned black, and 
dried on to the bones, spots of mildew 
appearing in different ‘places, and the 
bones showing through where the body 
had been eaten by worms. The skin was 
hard, and would not yield to the touch, and 
the examiners declared that it would be 
impossible to verify the statements of the 
appellant by the pai-kiang process, so they 
must have recourse to “steaming,” whic 
necessitated disintegration of the body. 
Before this can be done, a deed of authori- 
sation must be signed by a near relative of 
the deceased, whose duty it also is himself 
to raise the head of the corpse. Wang 
King-tien persistently declined to sign this 
authorisation, so the examination came toa 
standstill. ‘The Secretary suggested that an 
Imperial Warrant should be applied for 
compelling the man to authorise the test. 
‘The memorialist thought he would first 
his powers of persuasion and had Wang 
King-tien brought before him but the man 
was obstinate, and persisted in his rofusal, 
In viow of the fact that two appeals shave 
been made to Peking, three inquests held, 
tion's charges, extendi 

over a period of ix years, still remain un- 
refuted or substantiated, tho memorialist 
thinksgthe matter ought now to be 
thoroughly cleared up, and he therefore 
rays that the Board of Punishments may 
2 instructed to indicate to him the course 
he should pursue under the present 
circumstances, 

March 2tst.—(CourtCireular) The Prince 
of Chéng has presented his testamentary 
menor 

























porial from 
I! Academy 





Jecrve based upon a 
Pao-t'ing, Tutor of the Imper 


AF KH, submitting for the immediate 


consideration of the proper Board certain 
proposals for the better execution of 
He first calls 
sacity of the subordinate 
in the famine districts, who by 
xtortionate conduct deter many mer- 














the 
chants from sending forward suj 






The high authorities cor 
Took into this 
nediate stop to the 
wed of. —He next sug- 

utilising the bean 


rice for sale. 



















nygan barrier in Kiangsu is accordingly 
removed. —He suggests, in the third 
place, that instead of drawing sup- 
plies of rice from the southern provinces 
and raising the price locally, foreign rice 
be purchased. ‘The superintendents of 
foreign trade are directed to consider the 
practicability of this scheme, and, if possible, 
to give effect to it.—Fourthly, the Metro- 
politanauthorities and the Governor-General 
‘of Chili are called upon to consider a pro- 
posal of the memorialist that a portion of 
the tribute rice forwarded to Peking shall 
be sold in the capital at reduced rates, and 
the China Merchants’ Co. be, directed to 
purchase more rice with the eds to 
Zupply. the deficiency in the Peking 
Granaries.—A proposal by the same officer 
in a postscript memorial, that officials who 
are not entitled to memorialise shall be 
allowed to make representations through 














the Court of Censors, as well as through 

their immediate superiors, isalsosanctioned, 

though the necessity for this mode of 

jure is not recognised. : 

(2) A decree in answer to a 

from the censor Tien Han-ch'e di 

the various provincial authorities to supply, 

the famine refugees with seed when 

Prastcable, and send them beck to their 
omes, that they may not miss the season 

for tilling their fields. 

(B) A decree expressing regret on the 
death of the Prince of Chéng. During the 
reign of the Tate Emperor he aucoeeded to 
the title and was decorated by His 
Majesty with a three-eyed peacock’s feather. 
In the performance of hie duties as Lieut- 
enant-General of a Banner corps, high 
officer for military inspection and’ comp- 
troller of the active forces, he displayed 
assiduity and nce, endeavourin, 
to acquit himself with sedulous attention. 
When he fell sick some time ago, We 

ted him leave of absence in the h 

t by taking care of his health he might 
be spaced to enjoy the Im favour. 
We have received the intelligence of his 
decease with d , and command 
that a to-lo pall be bestowed upon him. We 
also direct the beiléh Tsai Ying at once to 
proceed with ten officers of our guard to 
offer a funeral libation, and, as a special 
grace, we ordain that in addition to the 

jonations appointed by law, Taels 1,000 
shall be granted from the Privy Purse for 
the expenses of his obscyuies. "All official 

nalties recorded against his ame are 
Rereby remitted. Tho proper Yamén are 
to ascertain tho particular curemonies to be 
performed at his obsoquies, and memorialise 
theroon. 

(4) Ch'ing Shén [BBB [if is pormitted to 
vacato his post of junior Vice-president of 
tho Board of Revenue, on account of ile 
health. : 

(5) Decrees conferring the following ap- 
pace acon by the. deth of te 
1 




















Prince of Chéng. Inspector of forces, Lung 
Licutenant-General of the 
Bordered White Han Kin Banner, Wen Yt 


RAKE, ; Comptroller of the forces on active 


service, Po-yén-na-mo-hn fy Bs aS 


March 22nd.—(1) A decree again deplor- 
ing the absence of rain, and order 
renewed series of servic : 
State temples. His Majesty will visit the 
‘Pa-kav-tien and the Sitan-jén-miao. 

(2) A Decree. The snows of winter have 
been searce in the provinces that were last 
year visited by famine, and the rains of 
ing have failed in their season, We 
ave again and again erected altars and 
offered up earnest supplications, praying 
for the lives of Our people ; but day after 
day has the sun risen bright and clear, to 
be followed by storms of wind. ‘The season 
of spring has now arrived, and still not a 
drop of moisture has fallen. ‘The land for 
a thousand [i ix bare, and agriculture can- 
not be carried un ; while the dead exceed 
the living in number. How can these 
things be borne? We, whose duty it is to 
watch over the millions of Our people with 
fostering care, feel that the loss of one of 
Our subjects is the result of Our misdoing. 
How much more intense must this feeling be 
when a drought prevails so extensive as 
this, when the starving people are as many 
as this! Some consider that rain is with- 
held because of the prevalence of idleness, 
self-indulgence, inactivity, and sloth, re- 
sulting in degeneration and neglect of duty ; 
or that the system of Government, though 
complete in form, is a name and not 
a reality; or, again, that punishments 
do not reach their object, and that’ the 
people are silently enduring wrongs they 
cannot complain of. Failure in one of 












































these Jertiouiess would be sufficient to pro- 
voke the wrath of Heaven. Their Majes- 
ties the Em have admon- 


faked Us, ying what have the people domo 
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that they should suffer this calamitous 
want? If Heaven sends down punishments, 
why may they not be transferred to the 

* Court and the people spared this misery ? 
When Tso Tsung-t’ang recently reported 
his victories, We were again exhorted by 
their Majesties that, though military oper- 
ations in the New Dominion were at an 
end, drought in Our immediate neigbour- 
hood still prevailed, and the afflicted prov- 
inees had not rogained their wonted con- 
dition. It was, therefore, still necessary to 

give heed to Our ways with reverence aud 
fear, and not auffer the slightest appear- 
nee of complaceney or content. We have 
this day again been commanded by their 
Majestion that with tho distress provail- 
ing in Shansi and Honan before them, 
those in high place should not suffer 
indulgence in the slightest. extravagance. 
They accordingly direct the High Ofticer 
of the Imperial Household to instruct 
the secretaries of departments to exercise 
retrenchment in the various branches of 
palace expenditure. He is to report to 
their Majesties without delay the amount 
of the economies that can be effected, for 
if one candarcen only can be saved there is 
one candareen the more to be distributed 
in In reverent obedience to their 
Majesties’ exhortations, who so graciously 
have at heart the welfare of people, We 
can but repent of Our faults, and examine 
into Our shortcomings, administering a 
government which is more than nominal 
With full sineority of purpose ; and thus, 
perhaps, Heaven may be moved to send 
down refreshing rain, and rescue Our people 
from the ‘ditches ‘and water channels” 
(quotation from Mencins.) It is further- 
more the duty of all wificials, high and 
in the capital or inthe’ provinces, 

to identify themselves with the unceas- 
ing solicitude and wmwearying exertions of 
the Court ; they nmst examine themselves 
nil trembling, and all unite to 

tress that now prevails. ‘The 

v atv erying out for food, and 
1. Let the Board 

100,000 from 
detachments 
000 piculs of 
king he detained at 
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we and Superintendent of 
the Coinage Department, Lin-shuh 3 
Senior Vice-President of the Board’ of 
Punishments, Che-hol Junior 
“ice-President of the Board of Ceremonies, 
yt memorial from Tso 
ing a report from the 
who had obtained a 
absence to recover the re- 
ther, who. died in the year 
, and ascertain’ the fate of his step- 
mil brother, On arrival at Thi, 
ther died, he placed himself in 
munication with a man from his nativ 
ee, who told him that he had buried his 
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‘woman, that on the capture of Ili, his step- 
mother had poisoned herself, and that his 
brother, who had joined the staff of Ch’ung- 
hi, late ‘Imperial Agent at Ili, was killed 
in’ action on the 10th March, 1866. The 
Governor-General suggests the propriety 
of bestowing on the step-mother a mark of 
Imperial approbation, and a token of pity 
on the brother who was killed in action. 
—Granted by rescript. 

March 23rd.—(1) (Abstract Memorial.) 
Sung-kwei, Resident at Lassa, reports the 
doparture ‘of an abbot (K’an-pu) from 
Anterior Tibet Pf JX on a tribute mission 
to Peking. Rescript :—Tho K'an-pu neod 
not come to Peking. Let the articles of 
tribute and list accompanying them be for- 
warded by the Governor-General of Sze- 
chw'an and the Tartar General. 

(2) A decree in answer to a representa- 
tion from the Court of Censors ordering 
the provincial authorities to exercise 
more discrimination in the granting or 
withholding of bail to parties in ap; 
suits. This representation has been evoked 
by the recent action of the authorities in 
Hupeh, who actually kept the complainant 
in an appeal suit in custody and allowed 
bail to the defendants, 

(3) Memorial by Censor Hu Yén-kwei on 
abuses in judicial system, (For decree see 
Gazette of 3rd March.) 

(4) Li Ho-nien, Governor-General of the 
Yellow River, and  acting-Governor of 
Honan, reports that the period of the spring 
freshets has passed without mishap. The 
unprecedented cold of the past winter caused 
the upper waters to freeze, and for more than 
a month all traffic was suspended, letters 
having to be forwarded overland’ by cir- 
cuitous routes, a necessity that has not 
arisen for many years. ‘The pressure of the 
ice in the upper waters caused a rise of one 
or two fect lower down, but timely pre- 
cautions wero taken, and no accidents 
occurred. The various river works are 
reported in good order, but certain mis- 
cellaneous repairs will be needed. Debts 
contracted for last year's ropairs are still 
unpaid, and thero will be great dificulty in 
raising’funds, but the memorialist will do 
his best. 





























ng reports a mutiny 
lar troops at Hiwa-p'ing- 
, to whom four months’ 


The 
command, to whom the memo- 
rialist gives a good character, is degraded 
to the rank of colunel, but allowed to 
retain his command. 

March 24th.—(1) A decree in answer to 
representation from the Supervising 
Censor Ts'ti Mu-che, ordering stricter 
supervision over all classes of official under- 
, who, the Censor alleges, are often 
guilty of corrupt and extortionate practices. 

(2) A decree appointing Ch’éng Lan-pin 
BR BG AK, (atinister to the United States, 
etc.) a Vice-Director of the Imperial Clan 
Court.) 

A memorial from the Governor-Gen- 
cral of Yiimman and Kwei-chow, reporting 
the result of enquiries into a charge of want 
of supervision brought against an officer in 
charge of a lekin collectorate, whose subor- 
dinate had embezzled a portion of the duties 
Iévied by his office. ‘The officer, Yih Chao- 
tung by name, pleaded in extenuation that 
the embezzlements for which he was re- 
sponsible occurred during his absence on 
duty at a branch office under his charge. He 
had left nine blank duty receipts with his 
suboriinate for use while he was away. On 
his return the subordinate informed him 
that they had all been issued and handed 
him the amount of the duty which he said 


























penalty upon him. He considers that 
og i chy Of the rior officer will be 


adequately punished by'a fine of a your'e 


‘March 25th.—(1) A decree in answer toa 
memorial from the supervising Censor 
Kwoh Ts'ung-kti, requesting that the Board 
entrusted with the direction of the exami- 
nation of officers recommended for special 
merit may be allowed discretionary powers 
in instances xhere the candidates have, 
whether from want of means or ignorance 
of the new regulations, been unable to 
present themselves for examination within 
the specified time. In accordance with the 
Censor's representations permission 
granted for the examination of certain 

cers in this category who have failed to 
present themselves within the time pre- 
scribed. 

(2) A memorial from the supervising 
Censor P’éng She-ch’ang, calling attention 
to the necessity of adopting measures to 
secure an efficient water supply in the 
Northern districts simultaneously with the 
issue of relief. He begs that the high 
authorities of-the Northern provinces may 
be instructed to draw up stringent regula- 
tions under which operations to this end 
may be completed within a given time. 
‘Thus will the root of the evil be attacked, 
and better security be afforded for the 
lives of the people. The memorialist re- 
grets that the deeree on this subject issued 
Tast September has not been given better 
effect to. While feeting assured that the 
high authorities to whom it was particular- 
ly addressed have not been wanting in their 
endeavours to carry out their instructions, 
it appears to him that in their constant 
anxiety to relieve the distress that was 
prominently before them, they have ne- 
lected the opportunity that presented itself 
of combining measures of relief with the 
equally important duty of securing a pro- 
per water supply. It would have been 
perfectly feasible to have demanded from 
the recipients of relief a certain amount of 
labor in return for their maintenance, and 
works of the nature required might have 
Deon carried out without extra cost ; thus, as 
it were, two ends would have been served by 
one means, No land can do without proper 
supplies of water, and nowhere is this more 
true than of the Northern provinces, where 
land that suffers from inundation is in 
comparison with that which is liable to 
drought as two to seven. Of late years the 
sources of water supply in the provinces of 
Honan and Shansi have been much ne- 
lected, and the result was that when 
Seasth and famine did arrive it was impos- 
sible to cope with them. Meteorological 
conditions cannot be fathomed. Last winter 
very little snow fell, and in the early spring 
there was still a lamentable deficiency o 
moisture. If by any chaucea fainine should 
again occur, will the Court, however 
‘unsparing in its liberality, be able to prevent, 
dispersion of the people} Instead, then, of 
meeting famine when it does arrive by relief 
and remission of taxes simultaneously, why 
not devise beforehand means for securing to: 
countless generations the ferti = bee led 
by proper supplies of water? ‘The memo- 
rialist therefore prays his Majesty again 
positively to direct the high authorities of 
the Northern provinces that they must 
make the repair of existing sources of sup- 
ply, or the construction of others where 
they are needed, a first and essential 
duty. They should select from among 
tho Commissioners or Intendants of Circuit, 
some one who has distinguished himself 
in the execution of relief measures or 
has performed his duties with zeal and 
attention, and constitute him general be 8 
visor with full power of action. ie 
Department Magistrates and Magistrates 
should be instructed to select from among, 
the gentry and elders in their i 
jurisdictions men of public 
iveraally trusted, and on 
auporvinurn of the workn required, 
special roquiromonta of high-lying and 
Jow-lying lands should uct be lust sight of. 
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In the neighbourhood of hills, springs 
should be deepened and watercourses 
cleared out. In the neighbourhood of rivers, 
canals should be cut, and the water led by 
them in different directions. Where neither 
hills nor rivers exist, wells should be dug ; 
or, where these would require to be made 
‘40 deep as to render the operation costly, let 
reservoirs be constructed. The memorialist 
isa native of the South, where in the vicinity 
of every village u reservoir may be seen to 
‘every five or six mow of land; and although 
droughts may occur, an absolute failure of 
the harvest has never been known. If a 
imi in the North, 
ted. To 
sum up. It is in the power of man by 
adaptation to make the most of natural 
advantages, but it is the nature of man to 
delight in’the prospect. of accomplished 
results rather than to take thought for the 
initiation of the measures that produce them. 
Let poriodical reports be mado by Depart- 
‘mont Magistrates and Magistrates to the 
supervisor in chief, and by him, in turn, to 
the high authorities, who should from time 
to time report Brogress to his Majesty re- 
questing rewards for genuine exertion, and, 
similarly, the correction of dilatoriness or 
efficiency. ‘Thus, by a simultaneous exer- 
cise of encouragement and correction will 
men be stimulated to vie with each other 
’ im aiding this work, and the spectacle shall 
be presented of barrenness turned into 
luxuriance. (For decree see Gazette of 
6th March.) 

March 26th.—The Governor of Shun- 
tien Fu reports a fall of rain in his district 
varying from one inch to a-tenth of an inch 
in different place: 

(1) A memorial by Tso Tsung-tang re- 

jorting the death of Ying-han, military 

Pisntetant- Governor of Urumtsi. After 
ing the particulars of his death, and 
jing his complaint with great minute- 
the memorialist concludes with a 
Iengthy eulogy on the merits of the de- 
ceased officer. (For decree see Gazette of 
a 

ii Hung-chang reports 
a fooaee of Taels 10,000 
Superintendent of Customs at Canton, in 
aid of the sufferers by famine. He’ re- 
quested momorialist to distyibute this 
‘amount on his behalf, and begged that a 
mark of Imperial favor might not be applied 
for. ‘Tho momorialist having heard that 
there were a number of homeless people in 
Poking, and that the soup kitchens were 
in need of aid, sont Tis 4,000 to the Gov- 
emor of Shun-t'ien Fu for distribution, 
after consultation with the Police Censors. 
‘Taels 3,000 have been expended in payment 
of the cost of transport of grain to Shansi, 

ike sum has been sent to Honan for 
distribution. Notwithstanding the request 
of tho Superintendent that’ no reward 
should be applied for on his behalf, it 
would not be right to keep from the know- 
ledge of His Majesty so munificent a dona- 
tion.—Reseript : Let the Board of Revenue 
determine a distinguished form of reward 
to be conferred upon him. 

March 27th.—(1) A memorial from Yén 
King-ming, special High Commissioner for 
famine relief in Shansi, and Tséng Kwoh- 
ts'iian, Governor‘of the same province, re- 
questing that the existing prohibition 
against the cultivation of the poppy may be 
enunciated afresh, in order that the food 
ply of the people may be enriched, and 
jo against the scourge of 

fami They humbly submit that, in 
_ former days, famines were provided against 

y accumulation of supplies during times 

ordinary harvests. Hence arose the 
system of laying by a third of the yield of 
each year, by which means, in spite of 
yught and flood, the people were never 
reduced to actual suffering or want. Never 
‘was such a thing heard of as the cultivation 
of a crop that was injurious to man, and 
dissomingted its poison through the ham- 
lets and villages. Tho failure of the har- 
‘vests, and consoquont famine that now pr 


















the receipt of 
from Kitn-k'i, 






































vails in Shansi, may be called a visitation 
from Heaven, but it is in reality the work 
of man, Ever since the poppy began 
to be cultivated on a large scale, the 
supplies laid by'as a provision agai 
times of scarcity have been 





grain enough in store for half a year's con- 
sumption. When, therefore, the people 
are suddenly confronted with so deadly a 
famine as the present, they are reduced to 
a condition of utter helplessness. There 
are three conditions upon which the people 
rely for sufficiency of food ; weather, pro- 
ductiveness of soil, and human labour. 
Now, the productiveness of tho cultivable 
area ‘of the province of Shansi, estimated 
by the momorialists at somothing over 
30,000 king (one k'ing=15.13 square acres), 
at the best limited, and every rood that 
dovoted to the culfivation of the poppy 

















means a corresponding diminution in the 
yield of grain. ‘The profits to be gained by 
the aerate of i poppy being ae 
atively it frequent 
the whole of the rich and marshy land is 
devoted to its growth, and the cereal crops 
are relegated to the stony and thinner upland. 
soil. In earlier days, before the poppy was 
wn, foreign opium was never consumed 
y the substantial farmers and the better 
class of agricultural labourers, its use 
was confined solely to the vagrant and 
vagabond class. Now that the poppy has 
been brought under cultivation, a taste for 
‘opium has been created, and every house- 
hold has learned to consume it, until the 
vice prevails in the villages to a greater 
extent than in towns or centres of trade. 
The result has been that the better class of 
agriculturists have become idle and dissi- 
pated, and in many instances have been 
reduced to beggary or have taken to thieving. 
So much for the question of soil. To turn to 
the con: a of the labour question : 
period at which the sap of the poppy 
collected is the husbandman’s busiest season. 
He devotes all his energies to the poppy, 
and neglects his cereal crop which in con- 
sequence deteriorates and becomes worth- 
less. Hence, the yield being unproductive, 
and labour diverted to other objects, the 
ople are dependent on the will of Heaven 
for a moderate harvest at the best, while an 
unfavorable season reduces them to a con- 
dition of prostration and weakness from 
which no remedy can rescue them.—Tho 
memorialists then proceed to explain at 
groat Jength the geographical conditions 
of the province, and their bearing upon the 
icultural question, and point out the 
it contres from which tho various 
portions ofthe province have in former times 
irawn their supplies of grai 
embraced by the pope: 
year by year, it follo 
these supplies has diminished proportion- 
ately, and tho result is now being witnessed. 
The only way that a recurrence of the 
present suffering can be prevented is by 
enuneiating afresh the prohibition against 
the cultivation of the poppy. The practice 
has now, however, taken such deep root, 
that it has grown beyond the power of local 
authorities to check it unaided. Thememo- 
rialists, after much correspondence with the 
local authorities, and after careful considera- 
tion, have cometotheconclusion thatthe best 
plan will be issue proclamations enjoining 
upon the heads of villages, clans, families, 
and guilds, the duty of exercising a check 
one upon the other, thus doing away with 
the necessity of employing official under- 
lings and giving them a handle for extor- 
tion and mal, i The head of each 
clan will be directed to call upon any mem- 
ber of his clan who cultivates the poppy 
to root up the plants, and heads of tithings 
will be called upon ‘to exercise the same 
authority over the constituents of their 
respective tithings, and insist upon the land 
Tetag converted tho cultivation of ooreal 


































crops. Any proprietor failing to obey these 
re is will be reported to tho local 
authorities and brought to justice; those 








‘who connive at acts of disobedience will be 
held liable to punishment ; and any magis- 
trates or official underlings who are found 
surreptitiously levying taxes upon the 
cultivation of the poppy will be instantly 
denounced and deprived of offi 
clamation in this 

er propose to send mem- 
rate class from time to time 


to see that the proclamation is given effect 
to. (For decree see Gazette of March 9th.) 


Public Meetings. 














CHINA FAMINE RELIEF FUND. 

‘A meoting of the Committeo was held 
Thursday morning. 

PresentMr, Wetmore (Chairman), Vory 
Rey. Dean Butcher, Messrs. Lemarchand, 
Wood, and Rev. E,'R. Palmer. 

The chief subject for discussion was tho 
appropriation of the funds now in the hands 
of the Treasurer. It was decided that 
since the most urgent present need exists in 
the province of Honan, and the Roman 
Catholic Missionaries aro upon the spot, 
that Taels 4,000 be placed in the hands of 
Pore Aymeri for distribution in that 





provines, and* that the remainder bo 
retained in hand for a few days, pending 
further 


and more complete information. 
April 25th, 






MUNICIPAL COUNCI 

At the Meeting of the Couneil held in 
the Council Room, 17, Kiangse Road, 
Shanghai, on Monday, the 16th April, 1878, 
at 9 o'clock am. 

Present—Mesars, J. Hart, (chairman), 
R. H. Artindale, P. G. Hubbe, E, H. 
Lavers, E. G. Low, R. Mackenzie, J. H. 
Wisner, G. Withers, and the Secretary. 

‘The Minutes of the previous meeting aro 
read, confirmed, signed, and passed for 
publication. 

Cash Statement, for the woek onding 13th 
instant, is submitted for inspection, and 
cheques for sundry accounts are signed. 

Markham Road Eztension.—The follow. 
ing letter from the Senior Consul is ordered 
to be published :— 

Shanghai, 16th April, 1878. 

Sin,—In reply to your letters dated the 
Sth and 1th instant, regarding the extension 
of the Markham to the Jessfield Road, I bey 
to inform you that tho matter hash 
referred to the Diplomatic Body i 
have the honor to 

Your must obedient 









un 
His German Majesty's Consul-General, 
‘Senior Conn, 
To J. Haxr, Esq. 


airman, 






‘Shanghai. 





The monthly competition of the above 
Company took place on Saturday last, in 
very unfavourable weather, notwithstand- 
ing which some good scores were made, as 
the following return will show. Serge 
Tucker and Private Johnston made 
highest scores, but having to give points 
were headed by Privates Moutrie and Bow- 
man, who tied with 52, In shooting off 
the tie, Moutrie won by one point :-— 


200 yds, i oor 3H 
o 









Priv. Johnaton,. 
‘Tucker 





3z3s220—16 
320264n—16 











Priv, Moutrie. 
» | Bowman 
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BOWLS AT AMOY. 


It may interest some of our Shanghai 
readers to know that their re] ives 
can still hold their own in the outports, 
Tt chanced the other day in Amoy that, 
at a select little dinner party, there were no 
Jess than four old Shanghai-ites present. 
‘The conversation turned on bowls, and one 
sturdy representative of the Metropolis 
suddenly suggested, “Say, Pards, let us four 
challenge the Provincials.” The challenge 
was accordingly given and accepted, and a 
match of two games on each alloy was 
playod at the Club on Saturday night, the 
Toth instant, _{n vain the Bumpkins strug- 
gled and perspired civilization must tell— 
and, as will be secn from the appended 
score, tho Shanghai-ites won easily by 121 
pins :— 
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Miscellaneous. 





EASTER-TIDE AT THE CHURCHES. 


Good Friday and Easter-Sunday were 
observed in the usual manner in the several 
‘of worship in these Settlements. 
~The floral decorations of Holy Trinity 
Cathedral on the latter day were very 
attractive, the principal points of em- 
bellishment being the chancel and font. 
In front of the altar rails were arranged 
lilies, ferns, and other flowers and plants, 
the rails being dreased with evergreens, 
and bearing the Sacred Monograms. in 
lntge-sized gilt letters placed on shiclds. 
Within the rails there was a profusion of 
flowers, and the super-altar borea gilt cross, 
with flowers on cach sido, below being the 
inscription, “The Lord is risen,” the whole 
producing ¢ singularly pleasing effect. Other 
inscriptions, in front of the choir seats, were 
“God is love,” and ‘God is light.” The 
lectern-pedestal was also wreathed with 
flowers, harmoniously blended ; while the 
font was almost hidden beneath the 
embellishment bestowed upon it, in which 
ferns and flowers were again predominant. 
Around the upper part of the font was the 
Divine command, ‘Suffer little children 
to come unto me,” the letters being formed 
with small leaves cleverly joined to- 
gether. There were services both morning 
and evening, the very Rev. Dean Butcher 
ing on cach dccasion ; in the mor- 
ning from John 20, x.x. v., “Then were 
the disciples glad when they saw the Lord ;” 
and in the evening from Acts 4, ii., The} 
taught the people, and preached ‘throu 
Seats the Restrrection ‘from the di 
‘The services were full choral (Tallis) both 
morning and evening. The Te Deum was 
by J. B. Dykes, and the anthem in the 
morning, “Christ is risen,” by Dr. Eley, 
organist of the Queen's Chapel Royal, 
Windsor. In the evening, the anthem 
was, “Why seck ye the living among tho 
dead,” by. J. Hopkins, organist of the 
Tomple Church, London. Mr. G.B, Fentum 
presided at tho organ at both services. 
At the Church of Our Hon 


























mand reception into the Chrintian 
ity of six adult Chinon, four 
women and two men. ‘The Rev. Dr. Nelson 
officiated, assisted by a native clergyman, 
and a numerous congregation were present. 
‘One of the women and two other of the 
converts were the wife and children of a 
Chinese who had been confirmed some 
time previously ; so that now, we believe, 
the whole family have become Christians, 

The Roman Catholic Cathedral of St. 
Joseph was decorated in the usual way, 
with various-coloured banners suspended 
between the arches of the nave. The altar 
was enriched with a profusion of flowers 
and candles. High Mass was cclebrated in 
the presence of a large congregation, the 
greater portion of whom were Chinese. 
‘Phe celebrant was the Rev. Father Superior 
of the Jesuits, the music being by Aer- 
cadante. Some members of the St. Cecilia 
band accompanied the singing on stringed 
instruments, the music being arranged by 
the Rev. Father Basuiau. Before the Mass 
the Rev. Father Desjacques addressed a 
a few words in English to the congregation, 
concerning the famine in the North of 
China, saying that the Missionaries here 
had received letters from those labouring in 
the provinces of Shantung, Chihli, Honan, 
Shansi and Shensi, which gave the most 
fearful accounts of the famine and conse- 
quent suffering, He urged upon the eon- 

regation to endeavour to do something 
for the help of the unfortunates, as an 
acceptable Easter offering. 























‘Yeaterday afternoon one of th 
and alarming disasters that has 
this port overtook it. During the forenoon 
thunder and lightning, the latter of a most 
vivid description, were experienced, and about 
two o'clock it commenced to rain. Between 
three and four o'clock the sky became in. 
tensely black, aud. bail began to fall, somo of 
the stones being as large as waluuts, An 
exceedingly high wind caine from South-west, 
and when opposite Shameen aud over Honam 
itresched the force of a hurricane, which broke 
the windows and tore off the roofs of several 
houses iu the Settlement, Shortly afterwards 
a large waterspout was seen coming from a 
Southorly direction, working its way up the 
river in a zig-zag’ fashion, upturning sam- 
pans aod other craft, passing over Honam, 
where it destroyed matsheds and damaged 
houses, then turning off to Shamecn, where 
it uprooted trees, damaged the canal bridge 
considerably, wrecked many and injured 
nearly all tho houses in the Settlement. 
Finally the waterspout broke over the city, 
wherein great quantities of guns and crackcra 
were fired for the purpose of dispersing it, 
After the hurricane and waterspout, which 
lasted only about ten minutes altogoth 
the scene on Shameen was most deplorable, 
‘The little Settlement was strewn from end to 
end with détris of all sorts, most of the houses 
being unroofed, the trim gardens laid desolate, 
and the trees being torn down or robbed of 
their branches, Looking from the Settlement 
on the river, piles of wreckage were to be seen 
floating, with numerous dead bodies, and from 
the ‘@ lurid glare caused by » great fire 
was Half of tho houses in Shameou 
have beeu rendered uninbabitable, and nearly 
all hav age. Meusra, 
Siemaven’s and Messrs. Pustau's silk godowns 
have been completely demolished, aud Messrs, 
Arnhold, Karbery’s godown bas abared a 
similar fate, The residences of Mesars. Jardine, 
Mathesou & Co., Wm. Pustau & Co., Thomas 
and Mercer, Gepp & Co., Arubold, Karberg 
&Co,, aud Deacon & Co., have suifered the 
most," it is believed, but’ others 
damaged to some extent. 

In Canal-road great numbers of the how 
were blown down, and somo of the inmates 
buried in the ruin. ‘This morning ou clear- 
ing away tho ruine of the house of ‘Tung 
Cheong, the tailor, the bodion of that woll 
Known’ tradesman ‘aud ono of hin ansintante 
wore discovered, ‘Tho Canal wan tilted with 
wrockags, atnongest whivh dead bution wore 
Lo be ews considerable worn, 
the city juburie aliuowt inval 
damaye was ‘the nat 
state of the wildest torror at 
to add to the uproar, four different fires broke 
out in the Weatern suburb at about a quarter 
to four o'clock. How these originated is not 
known, but it is suspected, and not without 
good reason, that they were the work of 
incendiaries, with intent to pillage. At all 
eveuta, Uunds of robbers eallied forth to take 
advantage of the coufusion caused by the 
hurricane and the fires. Efforts were made 
to stop the course of the fires, but they 
raged almost unchecked and were not ex- 
tinguished until this morning, and it is 
“ id that several hundred houses were 
burned to the yrouud, aud large areas are 
covered with nothing but blackened ruins, 
Numerous robberies were committed by the 
scoundrels who swarmed on the scene. Hun- 
dreds of fami bave beeu rendered homeless 
by fire and storm, aud great numbers reduced 
to destitution, 

‘The number of shops and houses damaged 
or wrecked in the city by the storm is not 
known, but it is asserted by Chinese that 
upwards of two thousand buildings have sus- 
tained more or less ivjury. The loss of life 
‘ariously estimated at from two hundred to 
five thousaud, but it is thought that the lower 
figure is uearest the mark. At present it is 

jossible to give a good guess, but in apy 
case both the mortality and the destruction to 
property Lave been most serious, ‘he sudden- 
ness of the disaster of course contributed to 
the fatal nature of ite effects. A good many 
persons were burned to death in the great fires 
in the Western suburb. 

Thear that the storm has also wrought 
ilar bavoc at Fatsban, but as yet no details 
have been received. 
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13th April 
Since writing yesterday, I have been able to 
gather eome farther particulars of this unpre- 
cedented calamity which bas overtaken the 
City of Rams and the district surrounding it. 
‘The loss of life would appear to be very much 
eater than I first imagined, and it is still 
very difficult to form a fair cst 
many hundreds of dead bodies bi 
covered from the C: 
river, and from underneath the rui 
City” Most of those who were killed met 
their death through the infliction of a sudden 
blow by falling ‘timbers, flying bricks, or 
being upset in boats, Many, ay 1 told ‘you 
fell victims to the great fires in the 
suburbs, Another fire, I must, tell 





































ra suburb, 
until more than ten houses 


nome particulars to add to tl 
done in the Settlement of Shas 
wulate has suffered con 
British Consulate has not quite 
fine banyan trees, the pride 
ath whose plearant 
idents ‘were wont to take the 
, are sadly thioned, 
ne which 





1 have 
of dam: 








‘Phe German Cs 


















ly double that ay large trees wet 
carried hy the tornado.a distance of thirty or 
forty yards. ‘The yranite seats along the Bu 
have been displaced, but that is a loss amily 
repairable, as 19 the destruction of most of the 
lamps by which the Settlement ix, or rather 
‘was, lighted. ‘The houses aud yodowns which 
am whole or partial ruin will 
symient for the builders for 
it will be w long deed 
etty little inland of Sha- 














furnish en) 
mouths, au 
before the once pr 
resumes the semblance of ity former 












‘Though the foreign residents escaped with- 
out any loss of life or serious accident, there 
were some few fatalities in Shameen. In 





the godown belonging to Messrs. Arnhold, 
nyaged 


jolies were 





Karberg and C 
in unpacking go 
building in ruins over their 
ouly two out seven oF eight were 

and one of these survivors died 























shortly afterwards, "Chi fur 
ther casualties, but I hav more. 

In the Canal more than a ed dea 
boiliew have nl, ant the sights are 





really sickening, 
treet of hnunen hay 
away, 

tos 
Lnules 


par thant al 
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1 ny 
Hirst an Sun 
1, the third 
th to Hung Yau 
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Wostern 





fou 
suburb, 
guished until five o’elu 








and this was partly due to the 
of the thoroughfares were obstructed by the 
houses that had fallen, About « score of the 
robbers whw had gathered together to loot the 
houses were captured and handed over to the 
authorities, hut the majority. & 

their plunder. ‘The Viceroy, in resyouse to a 
request to that effect from the Bri 

sent a hundred soldiers to pro 
a fact L forgot in my hurry to» 
His Excellency deserves praise for the promp- 
titude with ‘which he cared for the pro- 
perty and safety of foreigners, and the fact 
serves to show the contrast to the relations 
existing between foreigners and the native 
ollicials now and thirty-five years ago, But 
to returu to my account of the havoc effected 
in the city, it is said that about fifteen 
huudred houses have heen destroyed, and 
upwards of a thousand boats wrecked. ‘Some 
of my native friends compute the loss of life 
ashore and afloat at more than ten thousand, 
bat I sincerely hope that this is an exagger 
tion. There seems no doubt, however, that 
the dead are to be numbered by the thousand 
instead of the huudred, as was at tirat sup- 
sed. 

Pere scene along the track of the tornado is 
nad and disheartening. ‘The destruction has 
proved the most complete along its direct line ; 
elsewhere, of course, itis partial. The violence 
‘of the wind for the few minutes it lasted was 
‘as great as that of the severest typhoon. 
Granite blocks were lifted from their places 
and hurled a considerable distance, thick trees 































































D3] im twain like twigs, roofs were lifted 
ily, and boats carried far on the shore. 
In one case a small boat was actually blown 
on to the roof of a house in the Tenth Ward. 

‘A row of houses, all brothels but one, form- 
ing one side of a short lane in the City was 
the scene of one notable catrastrophe. The 
other side of the lane in formed by the side 
wall of the Nam Cheong Temple, which is 
some thirty feet high. This wall gave way to 
the force of the tornado and fell crashing in 
upon the opposite houses, the inmates. of 
which, about one hundred in number, were 
all killed, most of them 
death, and the rem: 
were no p of exi 























at the back, aud no 
one attempted to dig the bodies out of the 











ry spectacle was to he 
ps of homeless peopl 
fashion up and do 
while here and there 
nn groups of injured lying 
down groaning in their pai the shore 
there hias been 
parents bemoan 
children crying  piteously 
parents, ‘The narrow creek in still partially 
choked up with débris consisting of broken 
boats and other wreckage, in which are 
bers of deait bodies. Ln too many instances 
whole families have been crushed to death in 
boat. The supply of coffins is nearly ex- 
hausted, and the undertakers are uow, I au 
told, charging double pri 

‘The villages of Pah Hin Hock and Pah 
Hock Tang, two or three miles to the north 
outside the walle, were caught iu the storm 
and suffered great damage, many dwelling- 
houses and other i royed 
aud numbers of 
the water opposi 
share of the disaster also, being partially 
destroyed. 

hear that, though the whirlwind did not 
effect so much damage at Fatehan asin this 
port, it hag made severe havoo. It is stated 
by Chinese who have come from there that not 
less than two hundred houses have been Inid 
bout balf the boats in the 
been wrecked. The lons of life 
A pansage boat 
yy was when & 
tance off caught in the tornado and 
capsized. About seventy of the 
wengers were drowned, 

nant of the oF 
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nes, 
for their dead 
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short i 












igin of there 








eighty 
is maid to he the havnd of a drag: 
stunted tail, who in popularly supp 
ride upon the clouds atl to rule the w 

‘Once upon a time, more thi 
eyes sehool-boy named A 
rambling on the hill 
side, picked up an egy which he took back to 
nchool and kept. After a few days a creature 
reseimbling a serpent came out of the egy. 
The lad kept this creature in his drawer at 
school forsomemouthe until ove day the school- 
master noticed it and ordered him to take it 
away. He accordingly conveyed the serpent 
(uov several feet long) to the mountain and put 

in a secluded hole, where he often visited 
ani fed it. Sometimes when the boy could not 
go to see his strange pet it came to the school 
to seo him, but the other boys were frightened 
of it, and told their echoolfellow not to let it 
come any more. ‘The creature, now grown into 
a monster, was then kept away by his young 
patron, who began toneglect visitingit. Several 
months elapsed and the boy’s mother fell sick, 
and it was said that she could not he cured 
unless some serpent’s liver could be obtained. 
‘The boy remembered the serpent, went to see 
him, andasked the creaturetoallow himtoenter 
its stomach and cut some of its liver. The 
serpent distended its jaws and let the boy 
crass] in and take a piece of ite liver, which he 
took home, and, after boiling, administered to 
his mother, who immediately derived much 
benefit from the dose. She persuaded her son 
to go and try for some more, and the compliant 
serpent again allowed him to enter its mouth, 
but this time the boy cut too much and the 
monster was compelled to shut its mouth and 
awallow the boy. For having eaten a man the 
God of Heaven decreed the serpent could not 























































ascend to heaven. Accordingly the serpent, 








‘euraged at being sbut out of Seaven, cormes out 
every two or three years to disturb the people 
of the world. The inhabitants of the villages 
near Sau Ui are afraid to gomear the mountain 
reputed to be the serpent’s haunt. 

0 runs the legend, a1 
& par with those nursery tales 
‘us in childhood, such ax Jack and the Bean- 
stalk, ete. ‘The only real- marvel about it is 
that there are people silly enough to believe in 
such a transparent fable. 




















‘THE TORNADO AT FATSHAN. 


‘The destruction of 
jagh not to be 
curred in Canton, has atill been very conside 








y on ‘Thursday, 
, L ventured to the Preaching 
About two o'clock, whilet preaching, tho akg 
became almost black ay night and one of the 
most terrific thunder storms that 1 ever re- 
member burst upon us, Flash after flash of 
vivid lightuing succeeded each other, followed 
ies of thunder only to be compared to 

bursting over our heads, 

















by er 
a hundred cai 









‘The rain came down in torrents 
by ‘which, time the lightning 
‘and thunder had subsided, and at four o'clocl 
the storm had abated. During the whole time 
there was not the slightest wind that I per- 
i On the other hand, the air was close 














and still, 

Walking home I found that several houses 
and temples bad been struck by lightning, 

1d 1 met one poor man whose fuce: and head 
‘had been cut almost to pieces by the falling of 
a lightning-struck roof, 

Until next day I supposed that the only 
damage done was by lightning, but reports 
toon Feached me that the taillese Dragon hed 
appeared at the Weatern Suburb of Fatshan, 
and that a deadful scene of ruin had been the 
consequence of his spiral ascent. On Saturday 
morning I mado my way there. ‘The town of 
Fatsban is built on both sides of the 
Near the Custom 
and dense, but y 
Western Suburb, called Sheung Sh 
unately it was here, where the houses aro 








































lo pasued.” On ench side of tho river 
Uureach of about 500 yardy in breadth, 
1 ayuaor not w houne iv xtanding. 
naw ent to the adj ally 






of then 
non in hore pr 


















tow Juhour hood ix inbabi 
hyn wrotehed, yeubricken clave of 
people. ‘Phoir houses and mud 
hovele had hee 1 anit their 
little all had gol ‘Timbers, 





furniture were lying i 
an utter wreck, Here 
a few charred timbers indicated that fires 
had broken out with the falling of roofs upon 
their culinary preparations, The abore of 
the river was strewn with broken hoatw and 
the river was oue mass of wreck, which had 
accumulated against some anchored junks 
and thus been saved from floating away. 
Boats and junks were floating bottom up- 
wards, with’ hugo holes which had been pur- 
posely broken in their bottoms in order to 
extract the unfortunal i 

Tt was curious to m 
had swept within the limits 
One house would be seen blown to atoms 
whilst its neighbour was standing and undam- 
aged—the one taken and the other left. 

Hundreds of workmen were clearing awa 
the débris, laughing and joking over the 

Such is the utter sang froid of these 

that women and children were worl 
at looking and even 
I1 of their gooils they. 

ibable rnin around 
them ; others wero erecting temporary sheds 
to cover them at night. Acrowd of cold- 
blooded little chaps followed me wherever I 
went, pointing out with evident glee the spot 
qhere this man and that man had been 
crushed to death, as if it were the jolliest 
thing in the world. I will not venture to 
give you anything but what my eyes saw. It 
is next to impossible to get any reliable in- 
formation in s case like this most con- 
flicting and exaggerated reports were furnished 









































me as to the number of houses destroyed and 
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the number of persons killed: Judging from 
appearances here and taking into account 
some neighbouring villages which are in raiue, 
Tahould say, upon the most moderate com: 
patstion, that there. are fully a bundred lives 
lost and four or five hundred houres de- 
atroyed. It in impossible to estimate the 
number of the wounded or the value of the 
Property destroyed.—Daily Press. 





Baw Beports. 





H.B.M.'s SUPREME COURT. 





‘Shanghai, 18th April. 
Before G. Frescu, Esq., Chief Judge, 
and 
Captain Cawse, Master of 
the Coriolanus, 
Mr. E, Braxp, Pilot, | 


Nautical 
Assessors. 


In Admiralty, 
The junk King-chiang-ho v. the steamship 
Ningpo. 
Mr, Rontyson appeared for the plaintiff, 
‘Mr. Rexw1e conducted the cave ou bebalf 
of the defendants, 





Upon the Court resuming this morning, 
His Lorpsmir re-called Captain Cass, and 
ed him, supposing the steamer was going 
eight knots per hour in slack water, within 
whut distance would he be able to pull up and 
bring bi ty au anchor? 

Captain Cass replied that he should say 
within ten or twelve ship’s lengths, but it 
would depend upon the place where’ he was 
Anchoring, as the abip might drag ber anchor 
over the gro a long way. The Ningpo's 
Tength is 205 feet. pe 
Lonpsity—Then that would be rather 


my Lord. 
Supposing you had heen 

going five knots an hour in slack water, within 
+ What distanco could you then bring your ship 
anchor? 
8s—Within rather more than 
tance L have stated. 

Hin Loupsittr-—That is to way within a 
quarter of a knot, or « little more, 

Captain Cass—V'en ; in about a quarter of 
knot ax far an I can judge. ‘The ship exe 
iva her way a long distance, even when her 
Wen arw going antern, 
Hix Lonpstir—Did you ever navigate a 





















































my Lord, Ene 
What in abont the I 





Hin Lornsnin—Can 
junk aro ennily hy 

Captain Cass—They are known to bo very 
easily handled, my Lord, 

Mr, Roms ¥:id he did not think Captain 
Cass intended to wistead the Court, but it was 
Known that these junky are only easily hand- 
Jed when their sails are sot. ‘It takes about 
twenty minutes to got thiv junk’s mainsail 
et. 

Captain Cass—They get their foresail up 
in about two minutes, 

Mr. Rovixsux—But that sail is a very 
amall one. 

By the Assessors—If I could have given 
the Ningpo more chain than f did, I should 
hiave twen glad to have done ¥o ; but she was 
too clio to the junk to enable me to do so, 
and Ichecked her, I do not think letting yo 
the port anchor would have assisted me ; 
besides, 1 was afraid of the ancl 
through the ship's bottom. 

By his Lornsntr—I have never seen junk 
anchiorvd in tae position these were in before. 
Junks anchor anywhere, in yroaps. They 
drop down the river in groups, aud drop their 
avchory wherever they may be when the tide 
‘The crews are too lazy to hoist their 
falls and get into, yroper suchorage, If the, 
junks in question had ir foro-" 





















ud even their fore- 
ails, they could have sailed into « safe an- 
1 chorage. 

By Mr. Rontxsos—With the wind N.E. 
and the tido as it was, there was nothing to 
prevent them gotting into a safe anchorage. 

By-his Lorpsuip—It is my experience that 
junks anchor in the way there did, in groups. 





going | 


Tcame up the river at eight knots, and there 
‘was nothing to indicate that the channel was 





blocked. Icould not see beyond the Point. I 
did not pass between any twoof the janks. Tlay 
on the bank till the junk collided with either 


alipped her cable or weighed her anchor, and 
0 got away. I then steamed off the bank, 
and nailed over the very place where the junk 
had been at anchor. If she had not been at 
that spot, T could have paesed up the river 
safety. ‘There was plonty of water for the 
Ningpo—I7 foot at low water. 

By tain CaWSk—Tho eaatornmost of tho 
junks was ax cloxw to the East bank as abo 
nd there wax no possible chance of 
axsing inside of her. ‘The turn would have 
Peon teo sharp. 

Mr. Ronixsox suggested that Captain Cass 
should be asked where the Ningpo was at 
11.5 when she was at half-speed, and at 11.25 
when she was going full speed? 

His LonpsuiP put the question. 

Captain Cass—At 11.5 we were making 
Woosuug channel, between the Lone Tree 
and the Lismore beacon—making the entrance 
to the river in fact, outside the bar, The 
diatance from that place to the inner bar is, 
perhaps, two miles.—After a little considera. 
tion, Captain Cass begged to alter that state. 
ment, and thea weut on to say—On approach- 
ing the bar, and seeing from the signal that 
there was not sufficient water on the bar for me 
to cross, I slowed down to wait for the ris 
of the tide, ‘That was at 11.5, or the 
Iwas then about three miles’ from 
bar. 



































e inner 
At 11.25, when I gave the order to go 
at full speed, I suppose I was at about the 
the same distance from the inner bar, but I 
cannot say exactly, as Thad turved the ship 
round two or three times, 





Mr. RENwte then called, 
Davin Ducato MacFarcase, who deposed 
—I aw chief engineer of the steamer Ningpo. 
her eighteen months. Her 

engi plendid condition. 1 remem 
her the collision with a junk on the 8th 
March, ‘The second engineer was on duty in 
the enj -room at the time of the col 
He had beew on duty. from 8 to 12 at toon, 
and then went off daty. The third engineer 
‘and w jeved hy the second 
tter was in charge 
i. The second en- 
ines it ont of 






























tho collision I was on deck, clore to the 
i id not see the collision. Lheard 
and looked 









d by Mr. 3 
been on deck before the coll 
minutes or #0. Everything I xpeak to applies 
to the five minutes before 12.46. It may have 
been ten minutes. I do not know in what 
part of the river the ship 1 
did not look at the clock at the time the signal 
was give 

the second engineer. (Log-book produced.) 
The entries are made by the second engineer. 

By his Lonpsute—I did not see the clock 
myself. I trusted to the engineer in charge. 

Cross-examination resumed—Cannot say 
how long the engines were going astern, It 
was a few minutes. 

By his Loxpsair—the collision occurred 
from a minute to a minute and a half after 
the order was given to reverse full speed 
astern, I did not seo the collision. felt a 
light shock. The order was from full 
speed ahead,” to “atop,” “reverse,” and 
0 fall epeed astern.” ‘There was no time 
lost hetween the orders. 

Cross-examiuation resumed—{Referred to 
engine-room log)—There were no orders to 
alter the engines from 11.25 a.m, to 12.46 
p.m., when the engines were stopped. ‘The 
avcrage revolutions were about 63 per minute. 
Tho engines were kept at full speed from 11.25 
to 12.46. With a pressure of steam of 58 lbs., 
making 65 revolutions, with a mean draught 
of 15 feet in slack water, I cannot say what 
the speed of the vessel would he 

By hia Lonvamte—The speed of the engines 






































at 65 revolutions, with the pitch of the pro- 








Tleave the noting of the time to | 


feller at 16 feot, would be about 10 knots por 

mur, but that would be very different to tho 

speed of the ship. | The ship might qake only 
it 84 or 9 miles. 

By Mr. Roprxsos—On the 8th of March 
the engines were working with 58 Ib. pressure, 
and making 65 revolutions, as on the 5th of 
March. 

Ro-examined by Mr. Renxrz—The calcula 
tion T have given as to tho speed of the 

i ution» bolds 
ut it 







whip th 
That ix in conno. 
quence of the “ slip propeller. ‘Tho 
pitch of the aerow was 1G foot, but owing to 
ite working on a yielding surface ach turn of 
the propeller would not send the ship 16 foot, 
owing to the “slip ”—the distance she would 
go would be les 

By his Lorpsmtp—The slip” varies ac- 

to the weather. In con up the 
r, oF in smooth water, the ‘‘slip” would 
be uniform, 

By Mr. Resxm—On the 7th March the 
engines made 67 revolutions. ‘Three revoli- 
tions would make about half-s-knot difference 
in the epeed of the engines. ‘The eugines were 
not giving off their greatest power. We can 
work the engines up to 71 and 72 revolutions, 

His Lorpsmtr, at the suggestion of Mr, 
Ro asked the witness what speed 65 
evolutions of the engines per minute, in 
smooth water, world give the ship ? 

Witness—From 8 to 84 knots per hour, and 
that would depend upon the state of the 
ship's bottom. If it were foul, the speed 
would not be so great. % 

His Lorpsutr here pointed out that nothing 
had as yet been said as to the damage done to 
the steamer, which was an important, item, 
entry in the engineer’s logbook made.it 
ir that a large hole was made inher, 

, if unexplained, might create an unfa 
ourable impression 


the, minds of the 
Avsestors as to this cy blow with 
which the steamer atruck the junk. 


Mr. Ressre said the suggestion having 
come from his Lordship, he would be glad to 
have Captain Cass recalled and examined on 
tho, point, as he was the only persou sho 
gould give evitenee as to the duaye. But 





water at tho 
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it might stand over until after the exami 
ation of other witnesses, whom ho (Mr. Reunit 
wax anxious to call, 





His Loxpsintr acquiesced. 
Mr. Rexwie. then called, 
Captain H. Goovressow, who deposed 




















am commander of the steamship  Z'wisi 
running hetween Shanghai and Haukow, and 
to the GN, Co, Onn retura 
voyage from Hankow, { came up the river 
con the Sth March, the har at 20 






nd pruwsod Black 








ining j the tho 
Hind vp 

Fines about two feet bef 
Ator about Black Point there wer 
of junks at an ‘Vhey were lying from 
to W. across the river, from the Steep I 
to the shoal water, The nearest way about 
two cables and-a-half to three cables from 
Black Point. ‘They were canted just » little 
towards the Steep Bank. I did not count 
ould thiuk there were ten 
‘They were all of large 
ize and of the class. like the model, 
We passed up the channel; - Seeing-it- was 
nearly blocked, L rang the stand-by bell, and 
then saw there was sufficient room for us 
to go through between two juuke. I passed 
through under the stern of one, but, had 
to starboard iny helm to clear the bow of 
another, and I could with ease have pitohed 
cuit on either one of these junks as 
I passed between them. The J'unsin 

a paddle steamer aud teers remarkably 
well. It would have beeu impossibie for % 
vessel with less steering power than the 
Tuusin to bave passed between them. I 
would not have attempted it. The wind 
was N.E. Half-an-hour afterwards they 
would have so swung as to close the cha 

| nel, as all would have canted towards the 
flood. have had nine years’ experience on 
the river, aud have Ueen two years and 
eight months in my present command. 1 
was voming up the river. at ten miles ab 
hour. Iu coming up from the bar to Black 
Point, [saw no obstruction ‘in the rivor to 
induce.me to slow down. Did not discover 
between those two places that there wore ® 
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nuinber of juuks-eachored-above Black Point, 
because mine is a low steamer, aud thero were 
a number ‘of trees lining’ the shore there. 
‘Might have’ been able to. see the tops of the 
masts, Wlion I gave the order to stand-by, 
1 did not slow my speed: but went through, 
‘The masts of those junks could uot have been 
seen from the-bar from my ship: We have no 
bridge, aud the deck is only about 13 fect 
above the water, Could not see them from 
Kejour creek because the: trees aro thicker 
there, and I was in my ‘proper course right 
under the bank. 
By his Loxvsure—I cannot sa: 
tho masts of the janks cout be seen from the 
idgo of a P, & O. or MM: steamer. They 
might ‘be, ax the Leight of those steamers’ 
ridges would be 25 oF 36 feet, 
Crow-examined by Mr. Rontwsox—Cross- 
ing the bar, bout 9 feot 
6 inehe from the 
bar to Bl int. [think there were ten 
or a fozen junks anchored there, aud I passed 
nearly in tho middle of them. [ came up the 
ts 1 do not know ‘the width of tl 
‘Tunslw from padte-box'to’paddle-box. [can 
yo it'within tive ‘ie about 52 feet. 
falf wi hour afterwards, 1 do uot thiuk I could 
have: got through, the junk, because there 
"have ‘Bee's great differencs 
There sould have been a great di 
endo 'in the title between 10 minutes past i2 
and 90! indtewte- one: When 1: passed 
gt, the Junki were Iidkding a little to- 
watdé the laud, ap-the'tivd, swinging from 
th-obbéaboie'S. BE. *A#29 minuter to one, 
I mhould vay they’ troukl Vel heading « Tit 
tothe NV. of Bi, anid I attritute that clian 
tolthe altorati; 
to Bladle Poi 














whether 







































on as I openes 
f and cleared the 
Polit) ‘I thousaw the juuks, My Iead was 
not goity’at Black Point, It is not ueual 
Ta “che’Yinsia: tordeep: the load going. in 
shallow water inthe Ifwstigpoo. 1 darry a 
pill, “Iwas piloting the ship on this occa- 
‘sion; and-the pilot way in the wheelhouse. 
We do'tiob employ the pilot in the Hwangpoo, 
Tkuow the Upper Middle Grout Bank. 
the westside of the channel at dead low water, 
there would be aout three feet from t 

It was nearly low water 
Lam only speaking my 
ould act upon it. f the 
starboard side were riding on 
‘hey could not ride in three feet 
‘There was one anchored so far on 





























of water. 
the westside that E would aut attempt to go 


on the'undbank side of hortbetween her and 
the: W. bank. "That parti¢ular junk was, I 
should aay, out of the atedniér-chainnel. 

Re-examined’ by Mr. Ressie—We have no 
pilot fur the Hwangpoo, vst: from Hankow 
to Woomng. If the anchor ‘of this junk was 
iu 17 feet of water, I vbould say the junk 
‘was-on the eastern “edge of the sandbauk— 
on the western edge of the channel. 

By his Loupsmtr—I should say the junk 
was'out of the fairway, but the channel is 
very narrow there.’ T was coming up at 10 
knobs, and could pull up. a ‘quarter of 
a milé.Db-not kMdwie bOwihnch less, Could 
pull-up‘ within 1} to 2’¢ables, going at ton 
mailed, It wonld he one thing for me to ¢o pull 
up and another for'a-screw steamer to do ao, 
Tconld pull up iu one-third of the distance a 
serewistoamer could;iand ttien Anchor. Cannot 
say itf whit distatict’s screw steamer going at 
eight knots coltHt’=pull up and auchor. I 
never was ina strew boat aud nev 
in one, ‘The dietatice from Black 
Associnted Wharved is from 6 to 64 miles. 

Epwary Jou Maty teposed—I am second 

inter ‘Of the steamship Mingpo, aud have 
ten ‘inlonths. J remember the 
day the ‘collision occurred with a junk. I 
was on watch from eight o'clock till twelve, 
and then went todinker. I went to the engine 
room at 12.35 as tiearas f éad judge, and then 
took charge of: the engines. ‘The tirst order 
Lreceived by thetttlegtapl was “stop.” That 
about 12.45. Almost simultageoualy the order 
ate “full speed aateras””Thove otlere were 
obeyed. .'E make no-eritviedin the log-book, 
Touly take: t. The chief. 
engineer writes up the Jog from my notes, 
as I suppose. 1 Know'nothing of how the 
Tog-book is made up. I noted the time when 
I received those orders. ‘It took ‘about teu 
to fifteen seconds to reverse the engines. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Rosissox—I obeyed 











































































goin 
the order first aud then looked at the clock ' peed 





for the purpose of making 
Was then about 12.45, at 
order had been executed. I never see the log- 
book when at sea. Ido not know whether 
any of the entries are correct or not, After 
the order “fall speed astern,” the next order 
I got was, “stop.” I cannot say low long 
after ‘full speed astern,” the order to 
“‘stop” came. I put down the time to the 
best of my recollection afterwards. T didnot 
have charge of the engines up to Shanghai. 
The third engineer relieved me about ten 
minutes after the collision and took charge. 
From that time our arrival at Shanghai, I 
‘was sometimes in the engine-room aud some- 
times at the top of the ladder, After the colli- 
rion, up to Shanghai, the engines were not 
working full speed, but about half-apeed. It is 
part of my daily duty to put down on the log 
sheet, the pressure, number of revolutions, etc. 

Mr. Routssox called his Lordships atten- 
tion to the dixcrepaucy between the evidence 
of the chicf aud second engineers, as to who 
mule the en 1g-book. chief 
engineer said the second eugineer made them, 
while the second engineer said the chief 
wade them. 

Mr. Rewx1e suggested that tho chief 
engineer abould be recalled. He could explain 
the matter fully, 

His Loupsuir assented to this course, 











































‘The Cuief Engineer recalled and questioned, 
said—' ngineer’s Jog pu to be kept 
‘by me. It is kept by we. ‘The entries in it 





fare made by me from written notes 
to me by the secoud aad third engineers, aud 
from notes made by myself. ; (Iw his evidence 
in chief he said they were made by the 2ud 
engineer.) The entry of the Sth: March 
is a-copy of the second engi 
paper, from 12.46 till our as 
hat. ‘It might have been: partly made-up 
by the third eugineer, in carrying out the 
second’s orders ss.to time, &c. The latter 
Part of the entry is made up from notes by 
myself. 

By Mr, Rovixsox—I have a personal know- 
ledge of the eutriesin the log from four to eight 
a.m. every day. ‘The Ningpo proceeded from 
the scene of the collision at reduced speed. 
‘The log says * half-speed.” I made the entry, 
and it would be the truth. : 

‘Phe Court then adjourned. 

Ou the Court reassembling, His Loxpsurr 
read the evidence of Messrs. Smith and 
‘aughan, which had been taken de bene esse 

3 Tt was as follows :— 

amined by Mr, Reu- 
A—T am’a pilot employed by the 
Con, and aa well acquainted with 
Ue river. Ti (Admuraity), but 
consequence of the bed of the river shifting 
from time to time it is not of much value. 
It is corrected up to January, 1872. 
Black Point is known as ‘Half-way Point to 
Woosang. The Bast bank falls in more than 
ix represented on the chart, Lt falls in from 
150 to 200 fect more than is represented in 
the chart above the Point, that is Black Point. 
It forms a kiud of curve. It has been 60 
for many years, ever sioce T have known the 
‘er. From my own kuowledge the chart was 
hot correct when it purports to be dated. 
1 will mark it approximately. A. steamer 
coming up the river from Woosung Bar would 
keep close to the East bank until she comes 
up to Biack Point, and then she keeps ver 

close to the Point and follows the East bani 

until she comes up to Collier’s Duck, A steamer 
coming up river would see mast of junks 
above Black Point ou a clear day while cross- 
ing the bar. Itcould.not be seen how the junks 
were lyng until the Point had been rounded. 
From the Bar to the Point would be from 
four to five miles, If junks were lying in the 
steamer channel, a steamer would not see the 
halls until she got round the Point. Seeing 
masts over the Point would give no ides as to 
whether the chaunel was clear. From acable’s 
length above Black Poiut up to the Josa-house 
srould be a bad place for junks to auchor at. 
I mgait @ auimber of junks, not one or two, 
‘as tho channel for steamers is very uarrow. 
I should cousider from six to eight knote 
‘au hour a fair average speed for a steamer 
‘coming up river, with the river comparatively 
clear, If the river were crowded, from four to 
five knots would be With mail 
from ten to 







































































L would not use that 





‘coming up the 


Crossexamined by Mr. Rosixsox—I did 
not see the collision between the Vi 
and the jook in this cae,‘ 
bour ions apply within a lis 
across the river ata point between fifty 
one hundred yards below the Naval Yatd.” At 
‘Woosung it is the duty of one of the Harbour 
Oficials (Carlsou) to keep the steamer chaunel 
clear from jauks and sailing vessels from 
the iuner bar marks up to the red Luoy or outer 
bar, I do not know of any notification’ given 
to junke not to anchor betwee the Harbour 
Jimits aud Wovsung Bar. ‘The distance from 
Black Point to Battery Point is, I suppose, 
about three-quarters’ of a mile, ‘It may be 
more, (The place where the junk is at preabnt 
assumed to be auchored was sliown to witness 
on the chart, and he said it would be 4 
proper plxce for it to be anchored * at.) 
‘he breadth of the steamer chauuel is 
about three lnundred yards xt the part of the 
river in question, at low water. It may be 
more or leas, If L were drawing from six 
teen to seventeen or even nineteen oF tweul 
feet, and found, on coming abreast of Blao 
Point, the chaniel blocked, oF had not room to 
anchor, I should think it more prudent’to 
try ‘and pase the westernmost junk and to risk 
getting ashore ov the Middle Ground than to 
Tun ou to the Ext bauk. I should require 
nearly the whole Ureadth of the river to 
anchor. A good part of the river, would 
be required to auchor the Niagpo: 'Sup:” 
posing the Ningpo to be in the positi 
described iu the third and fourth "pita: 
graphs of the answer, I would have slowetl 
clown from eight knot, that ia if 1 had seat 

Si junks to be 
we ‘Black 






































hart, there might be 
anchor if there way'nothing in the wa 
there jehor, still if there wére 
water on the west side, oi 
over the bank on arising tide, At the place 
Where the junk in’ question was supposed to 
be anchored, I'dbtiot kuow what depth there 
is at high water. If.1 thought junks were 
obstructing the channel, I should slow down 
before coming to Black Point. It would in- 
crease the speed of « ateamer from one to two 
knots if she was coming up the river at the 
begiuning of the flood tide. It would depend 
on whether the tides were spring or neap. On 
the Sth of March, 1878, the 

Re-examined by Mr. Rexx 
have beon the most prudent oui 
to adopt to pass to westward over t 
the bauk, I would have reduced 
the vesvel’s bow touched the ground aud then 

ave gone at full spead to drive her over 
. Six knots would be enough to, gi 
eerage-way at flood tide. Vesnely it thi 
river often*go° through mud. I have gone 
through twenty inches of mud on the Bar. {do 
not think the officer in charge bad aay reason 
to apprehend avy danger if the steamer had 
got ashore on the Midiile Ban! 

Joseru Vaveuay, exami 
nie, deposed—I ain’a pilot in th 
the Ocean Steamship Company. 
agree with what Mr. Smith has said as to the 
bauk having worn away at Black’ Point. It 
would not be seen whether the channel was 
clear at Black Point until abreast of it. (Con- 
firmed Smith’s evideuco on that point.) It 
would require a strong glass to be used to.s66 ” 
jauks from the Bar at Black: Poivt, If I saw. 
them at the Bar 1 should uot slow down, 
Seeing masts of juuks gould uot enable me 
to judge whether ‘the channel was clear or 
not. F have heard eleven junks were at 
anchor in the position indicated. ‘They would, .. 
fill the steam-boat channel, which narrow 
there. It is the beginning of the narrowest... 
part. I confir Smith in saying th 
place in question is not a proper one for junks 
to be anchored in; It would have: been dan- 
r the circumstances stated in t 
‘Srd ant 4th paragraplis 
to stop with the flood tide ateight knots, with 
junks on botl sitles; because if the screw 
Were reversed it would-be difficult to aaj 
which way the vessel’s bead would turn. 
should ave kept on iy course under those 
ircamstances to the westward of the junks. 

I know the Ningpo steamer well. “I would 
have taken the risk of going ashore without 
apprehending danger. 

Cross-examined by Mr, Rosixsox —TI 
distance from Black Powit to Hongkew and 
Shanghai Wharfis “between foar and five 





























































































* miles. | Below Black Point the masts of 
| above Black Point would be seen. 
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ofa :mile or ono mile and a 
ther was clear. I would co 
although seeing masts, at 
flood tide. Under the circumstances stated 
in the 3rd paragraph of the answer, I would 
not have slowed but continued my course to 
the westward of the junks. ‘The westernmost 
junk was properly anchored, or in a proper 
place, that in at the junction’ of the red lines 
‘on the chart, I would have continued my 
course and not have attempted to anchor, 
There are instructions from the Harhour- 
master to foreigners to keep the steamer 
ehannel clear, It is not unreasonable for a 
junk drawing ten or eleven feet to anchor in 
the steamer channel. 

med by Mr, RENste—By con- 
1g speed should have lu better com 
‘orer my. vessel. Before coming to 
Point, I should not have thought there 
was any reavon to alow, L should not consider 
eight knots an unrearonalle speed 

run into was in a proper place. 




















Res 





an 
























had not b there, there would have 
room for the steamer, 

Mr. Ki ie then called Abh-chee and 
A-chup, quarter-masters on the Vingpo, hut on 
it being represented that their evidence was 


not material, and Mr. Robinson did not care 
to cross-examine them, their evidence was not 
taken, A 

Captain Cass was reoalled and examined as 
to the damage the Vinypo sustained by the 
collision, and he deposed that the entries in 
the ship's and engineers’ loge were correct. In 
reality, he vi tly 
damaged. v 
Board bow, with a hole in on 
diameter at the water line, a plate wan 
set the port bow. plates were 
taken out and having been straightened were 
put in again, 

Mr. Uesste said that concluded all the 
evidence on the part of the defendants, a) 
it now hecame hia duty to aum up the whole 
case as shortly and as muccinetly as possible, 
On the principles of law involved, he had 
Tittle to add to what he contended for in his 

Ho should only ci 
other authority in anpport of those he hat 
already. Iail before the Court, and that 
the case of the Marprsicr, L.It., vol 4, Privy 
Council Appeals, pages 219 and 220. ' When 
they came to consider the whole caro, he 



















































thought it would have to be de 
the three questions which he sulrittes in hy 
opening, and he trusted thet the law laid 


down in the exude cited im support would 




















Ve used only in favenr of the defen 

Fro viducedl on b 

dete 

bal 

of the plain 

that the Court would entertain any | 
doubt that the steamer channel was « | 
obstructed by junk, and that the H 
had no possibly chance of passing 

the usual course, nw, that bei 





the question to he 
ther, under the  ciroumstan 
the Captain found him, 
nicl «kill and ewntion ax might bw re 















his ju the Captain 
elected to tako a course which he (Mr. 
Rennie) hoped to be able to show was a 





prudent and proper one, ‘The evidence in 
Support of that course was very mtrong and 
consistent, ‘They first had that of the maxter of, 
the Vinypo himself; then the chief officer's, aust | 
afterwards that of Messrs. Smith and Vaughan; | 
anil such witnesses ay these, and the positive 
tentimony they had given, went along way to 


















establish successfully the’ prudence and pro- 
priety of the course adopted. If it could be 
successfully, or with any degree of 

y. that the he have be 





aground seithout damage te anyone, 
apprehended that, would not condemn the | 
Ninypo for not taking that cour, when | 
ceourae she did ‘reanor 
prudent and proper, showing that 
r did exercise a reasonable amount 
of akill and cant 
of bis vesnel. He apy 
ied by the experience of the 
¢, would be fully competent to form 
jon on the manuvers taken by the 
steamer, and would require no argument 
from him to assist them in arriving at a con- 
clusion. « 











take was 































j the 


His Lorpsutr intimated to Mr. Rennie not 
to cut his argument short on any sup; 
believe he might have, because he would tell 
him candidly that the case was one of great 
importance, and he should think it necessary 

out one or two difficulties that ex- 
hia mind. 

Mr. Resstess 
he thought his 











J, avregards the steps taken, 
fordship and the two ex- 
perienced Assessors cou ige of their pro- 
priety without any arguments in their favour 
from_a landsman like himself ; still, however, 
he would try to justify them’ in every 
particular. The Ningpo found the 

channel blocked, a line of junks being 
chored fram one’side of it to the other, and 

n conseqiience she had to go out of her usual 
course. ‘The result wax that she ran into 
the plaintiff's junk, which was anchored on 
the extreme west eilge of the chaunel. 
sup said that was an important 
Ningpo found the channel blocked 
by other jauks, aud not hy the plaintiff's, 
accoriling to their case. 

Mr. Rexsre replied that he should argue 
that plaintiff’« junk was either one of a col 
lection of junks that blocked the entire chan- 
ne}, or that she, as admitted by the plaintiff's 
own witnesses, was the last to anchor and 
finally blocked ‘the channel and prevented the 
steamer passing. If she had not anchored 
where she did, in all probability the Vingpo 
woull have gone clear. But, supposing his 
Lordship’ held th: plaintif's junk was 
not partierps eriminis in either of the ways be 
had mentioned, he submitted, on the author- 
ity of the case of the The Sisters, that the 
Ningpo was wot in fault if she was going at 
A reavonable speed and navigated with skill and 
caution ; the blame rested on the other junks 
which did blocl channel and were ti 
final wrong-loers. The case of the Industry, 
which be had also cited, was much stronger 
on the point than that of Zhe Sisters ; aud 
thove two authorities conclusively proved that 
when a ship had to alter her course by 
reanon of auother vessel blocking the channel, 
the former was not responsible for what 
ocurred, aud she lad also the right to re 
cover against the original wrong-doers if she 
sullered damage by their wrong conduct. The 
most important point, however, was the 

ruvres adopted by the Ninypo, and it 

was unnecessary for him to argue aw to their 
y before ex «1 gentlemen like 
om the evitence 

uf the two 
ghan, a 
‘the necessity sf 
or certain - 
«l to lite that che course atopted 
ail pros 
























































































































he xpe 
was the usual sj 
mi betwe 


going 
She wax 
1 the 













to the evidence, as to 
ex had said, in regard to the 
p the river. 
remarked that if he had bad 
ow possessed when the 
th awd Vanghan was 
1 have put more questionn to 
them on certain points. 

Mr. Rexstm agreed that the examivation 
of witnesses «2 Lene esse was not sativfac- 
tory, aud went on to say that it might 
be taken as agrced to by all the witnesses that 














feight knots was not an unusual «peed to 





travel either up or down the river, when 
no apprebension of danger, as waa 
the case with the Vi 
of Black Point, whe 












ie suddenly discovered 
short distance ahead. 












the Ningpo any necessity to slow hefore 
he reached Black Point? ‘The evidence, 
expecially that of Captain Goodfellow's, 
showed most clearly that he 

dmitted hy all partien that there were a 
certain nuniber of junks anchored above Black 
Point, but Captain Cass could not aee those 
ju ud had no apprehension whatever of 
ier ; aud, moreover, he bal a right—an 
beolute right—to expect a clear channel. 
Unfortunately there were no rules in exist- 
ence in China forbidding jonks to anchor in 
the fairway. ‘Their non-existence was no 
































doubt a hardship to foreign ship-masters, 
for upon them extra trouble and 
care in navigating their vessels. Tt could not 
be said that the Chinese ignored altogether 
the necessity for such rules and regulations, 
for in certain limited districts at Woomung 
and Shanghai they were in force, and 
of great importance that they’ should be 
extended to apply to the whole lenge 

river. Neither could it be said that the j 
people in this instance were ignorant of the 
advantage of anchoring out of the fairway, 
for the lowdah himself had told them he ki 
of the danger of anchoring in the fai 
absence of such rules and regulati 
way affected the case under consideration, 






































or any other case that was brought into an 
English Court. If Chinese or any: other 
foreign plaintiff sought to take advantage 





of the machinery of au English Court, he 
ust abide by the liabilities aud 

which English law imposed upon hia right to 
recover, ‘The same, of course, applied in 
regard to Chinese Courts. He should urge 
most strongly that the Vingpo had a right to 
expect a clear channel above Black Point, and 
until she arrived at that place she bad no 
reason whatever to change her speed, which 
was reatouable and less than that of other 
steamers using the river. Next came the 
question as to whether the Ninypo did. what 
was reasonable and proper under the circam- 
stances when she arrived off Black Point 





















and suddenly found the steamer channel 
blocked. ‘The Court had heard from Captain 
Cass that he felt at once there were only 


twwo courses open to him—one to run the ship 
aground, and the other to try and pass 
by the plaintiff's junk, and he (Mr. Rennie) 
ventured to submit that there was nothing 
to show she ought to have slowed. 

His Lonpsnir observed that the question 
was whether she bad not time to stop alto- 
gether and anchor. She had five cables dis- 
tance to do it in, 

Mr. RENNIE replied that the Ningpo found 
herself in this position, The nearest junk 
was one cable above Black Point on tl 
ide, and the furthermost junk fiv 
further up on the west side, and junks block: 
ing the intervening space, and there was 
8 roup of junks to the right, ‘The Court had 
heard Captain Casssay that if he hadanchored, 
ho would first have had to stop and reverse 
the engines, which would have caused him to 
lose xteerage-way, with junks on hia right aud 
& line of junks ahead, beginning with one a 
cable's length off on the left. ‘To say the 
least, the loss of wteerage-way under such cir- 

ances would have heen most danyerous, 
4 Case had explained that 
which way the steamer 

rs red, and that: would 
in all probability either have lo anchor 
r broken the windlass, and drifting into the 
junks cither on the right or left would 
have been a most serious matter, ‘Then, were 
the manauvrex Cap Casa did adopt, in 
trying to cross over thu edye of the bank ‘and. 
pass by the plaintiff's junk, reasonable and 
proper? Considering the dangers of anchor+ 
nd considering that the other courae was 
lutely running the vexsel on shore, he (Mr. 
enuic) thought there could be little doubt, 
after the evidence which had been produced, 
was a discreet and 
one. It secmed feasible, and if not 
jal, the worst that Captain Cans 
thought could occur would be for the vensel 
to go ashore—a cortainty if he had puraned 
the other course he considered open to bim. 
A little more water would have carried him, 
over, aud they had been told that it was 
no uncommon thing for a steamer, going at 
full speed, to drive throngh a cousiderable 
amount of mud, He again proceeded to point 
out that there was no evidence to show 
that the Vingpo had the least cause to appre- 
hend danger before coming abreast of Black 
Point, aud maintained that her Captain was 
justitied not slowing down, and that 
Throughout, he (Captain Cass) had exercised 
skill and caution in the navigatio 
stoamer. ing tho cross-examina- 
tion of Mr, Io hove objocta appeared 
to him to be very obscure and remote 
from the issue to be determi: 
the Court 
tly in accordance with 
it would be no hardship 
to the plaintiff if his junk or the other janks 
were held to be wholly to blame for the 
collision. 
















































































































expressed the hope. th 
fecide the can 
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‘Lonpsmp asked whether he was not 
‘bound to consider the case solely in accordance 
with Engliab law? 








‘Mr. Ronmsow, in summing up on behalf. of 
the plaintiff, said that after the very patient 
hearing already given to the case, be should 
endeavour to be as brief as his duty to bis 
client would permit. When he ventured to 
hint, in opening the case, that if certain facts 
were proved on bebalf of the plaintiff the 
case would virtually be an undefended one, 
he did not for a moment suppose that 
i ed friend would not oppose him with 
accustomed vigour and ability, or even with 
the endurance and heroism of an Osman 
Pasha, ‘That brave commander could , not 
defend Ple 
food and 


















facta 
fo support bis cage. 18 was clearly sid down 
if vessel in motion collided with a 
chor, the burden of proof rested on 
to prove that the collision was 
ble or that the vessel at 
ay to blame. This princi- 
in the cases of the 
rolamo and Batavier, cited ji i 
i now agait 3 
ut on to remark that in his opinion 
law was not alone to be administered 
Court, He took itthat the law to be 
administered was that which Mr. Lowndes 
called the comnion law of the aes, which was 
eneral maritime Jaw. Foreign vessels were 
Tivt at all bound by British muuicipal law, 
and_ whe sh vessels travelled into 
foreign waters, the British municipal law did 
not apply ; for instance, it could uot be applied 
caves of collision occurring iu 
point he referred 
Sazonia, reported 
in Luebington, page 410, and then proceeded 
at it would not be 
ply Britis 
this kind, for regard must bo ba 
peculiar position of the Chinese and the 
customs in force amon; 






























































clusively proved that the chaun 
joodfellow's evidence was of groat 
wuce ou the point, for it proved that 
wn-bour before the accident, his ates 
which waa twenty-one feet bron an 
the Ningpo, used the fairway at a speed 
of ten knots av holtr, aud the 
juoks without accident. “There could be no 
proof than this that the channel was 
10 it was not at all to be assumed 
juuks, said to be anchored iu the 
anchored in improper places. 
nts, it had been proved beyond dis- 
wate that the plaintiff's juuk was anchored 
lua proper place aud did not obstruct the 
fairway ; aud if the others did she was uot to 
1d ‘responsible for theit 






















Gir. Reb 
been wuable to fiud one which was applicable 





| vent herself doing injury to oth 


| junke might have been ex; 








woidable accident, the vie major which 
unian skill or provasticn eveld provest. Oa 


that point, in addition to the authorities he 
bad already quoted, was the case of the 
Russia, in Maritime Law Cases, page 351. 
‘He next reviewed the facts of the case as 
oved in evidence, remarking that the 

Tingpo, in broad daylight, collided with the 
plaintiff's junk which was at anchor in a judic- 
ious position. She was anchored out of the 

way, and that was all he maintained was 
necessary to be proved on her behalf ; it 
Femained with the 'Vingpo to junily herself for 
the damage she bad done. His learned 
friewd had ‘endearoured to make out, as 
& cause of damage against the junk, 
that because other junke, over which 
the plaintiff had no control’ whatever, had 
chosen to take course which placed the 
steamer in difficulty, abe (plaintiff's junk) 
was to suffer the consequences. 
ined that Mr. Rennie 
bad argued that plaintiff's junk, being th 
last to anchor, completed the blocking up of 
the channel—that is, she filled the remaining 
‘space that was left by the other junks. 

Mr. Ronixsox replied plaiuti®'s 
junk did not obstruct the fairway, and argued 
that the evidence of Captain 'Goodieilow 
‘went a great way to establish that fs 

His Lorvsuir expressed the opinion 
Ceptain Goodfellow’s evidence was great] 
favour of the junk. 

‘Mr. Rostxson thought he had established 
one broad fact—that the junk was at anchor 
in a proper place at the time she was run 
into by the Ningpo, He would now proceed 
to show that the Ningpo was not navigated 
with that care and attention she ought to 
have been, but at too high a speed in coming 
up the rit It was the bounden duty of 
the Ningpo to do all she possibly could 
to avoid the collision, if even the junk was 
improperly anchored, and failing to do so she 
was bound to make ‘the junk compensation 
for the damage she had done. He (Mr. Robin- 
son) then analysed the evidence which bad 
been produced on both aides on the point of the 
speed the ‘Ningpo was going, avd contended 
that it was the duty of ev master, com- 
ing round a curve like Black Point, to slow 
down before reaching it. All prudent masters 
would do so, but if they did not and loss 
resulted, they would be clearly to blame. The 
Ningpo came up to Black Point at eight knots 
an hour, much too high a speed, and euddeuly 
found herself in the presence of danger, having 
Et it out of her own power, according to 

jer own Captain's statement, by the high 
speed, at which abe was going, to pre: 

it was 
as clear as anything could possibly be that 
the master of the Mingpo was responsible. 
It was obvious that if instead of going eight 
knots the steamer had been going ‘two or four 
she could have stopped aud anchored ; but 
eben stopy or slowed bat went 
abead. At this particular season of the year 
pected to be an- 
chored above Black Point ; for, from thedefenl- 
they dropped down the 
river in groups aud were a source of great 
trouble to sbip-mast hey were com- 
plained of as anchoring at dangerous places, 
and on this account it might naturally be 
thought that aoy prudent master would slow 
dowu considerably in. approaching a curve 
like Black Point. 

His Lorpsure thought it was » stron; 
point, and one which pressed the defendants ; 
at Black 













































































ant's own show: 



































the Captain did not slow down at all 
Point. 

Mr. Ropnvsox thought it was a stro t 

favour, le would now ti to 

the manceuvres adopted by the master of th 





Ningpo when be found himself in the preseve: 
of danger, and on this point be would ask th 
tention of the Court to the wonderful diffe 








and some of the other mito 
Goodfellow said he should hi 
rpadnens to attempt to go or he 
fingpo dri ‘over, with a steamer drawing 
Of Gio., while Messrs. Smith and Vaughan 
said they would risk it with a vensel di 
ire for Captain Cass to bi 
it for Captain C ave 
the collision? It appeared to be ali 
erident from Capteta Cass's 
that it jnaten of adopt 
course he did, be abould have slowed 
gently on to the bank, and there bave an- 
shored, « manqurre which he did ultimatel 
‘dope when within 900 yards of the junk, and 

















ing full speed. If he had done that, the colli- 
Bo eould not have occurred, but he preferred 
ioczres Hm onangnae wih ad 
im res, ible for to 
the intiff’s junk. He thought he had now 
established two broad facts that the jank 
‘was anchored ins proper position, and that 
the Ningpo was going at an undue rate of 
and could have ided the coll 

ved had been 


























24th April, 
Before G. Frexcut, Esq., Chief Judge, 
and 
Messrs. C. J. Sxzoos, W. Hanns, W. H. 
ANDERSON, BL J, Lintey, aud A. BURMAN, 
Jurors. 
R, ». Carnes RomERTS, 
Trial for Murder. 
‘Mr. Rexwre, Counsel to H.B.M.’s Govorn- 
ment, cowlucted the prosecut 
‘Mr. Hannan appoared for the defence, 











was arrai 

“for that he did on the 29th day of Mat 

the Phe of our Lord one thousand 
me 





one James Smith, 
the peace of our Sovereign Ladyf th 
her Crown and dignity.’ 











you will underats i 
nature of the charge which ie brought before 
you to-day. The facts of the case are not very 
complicated, and L will stato them to you at 


shortly as I 
board the Britioh steamship Anchises, and the 
in charged with 

board 














deceased, whose death he 
i wed, was bontewain 







‘Shanghai on the mornin 
last, and the same ev: 
we are about to engu 
you no information of the relations of 

ies, friendly or otherwis 
¢but on that 










aman named Goff, belonging to the or 
Unite States war-vensel Monocacy, all met in 
thebaker's shop of the Anchixes between ten and 
Ue decensed 
luring the evening, 
ortly before the time of 
ce. Nom, when shoes 00 ma 

shop—they ap} 

d hind a botile of gin 
discustions, sad 


risoner became 


fight. At 
it would seem that the deceased 
in own room, Cavanagh socepted 
risoners challenge to gut’ but baore 
began he went out of the baker's room 
“1 will come back presently,” or 
into that effect. He the forward. 
was absent some lit 
returned, and the fight wi 
been arranged between bit 
began. ‘They fought a little tim 
three rounds, when Thowas Quinn interpoeed, 
whereupon Cavanagh stopped fighting with 

and began with Quinn, About 

10 had been in his 
room, which ixa little turther forward than the 
place where the fight was going on, came for- 
ward, appareutly with the intention of separat- 
ing the combatants. He said, “ What's the 
muatter with you fellows ere,” or words to 
that effect. “It dea not appear, or at all 
events I cannot explain, how deceased and 
prisoner came in contact one with another, 
but it will be proved by the witnesses. 



























































that they did come in ooatest, that they 
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Were seen struggling together for a few | I observe how ‘A knife was jock at night. I went atraight to 
minutes, and that then the deceased fell back- | given to me by a fireman nemed Armstrong. shop on the starboard side of 

the prisoner, throwing his arms fe produced by Mr. Stripling.) Tbe I there axw Cavanagh and Re 

7 fell also.’ Tho of the ‘now produced is the one that was given juartermasters, I saw nobody 
Aeoeased was found lying on the deck atbwart Learried it aft into my own room, and prisoner and Thomas Qaina 
ship, aud the prisoner, who was apparently | afterward it to Mr. ‘Stripling. There ‘op. We wore all in the 
motionless, “was lying fore and alt. ‘That | was some blood upon it, or what looked lik jon of Quinn, who was 








tly in and 
ttle. of piri 
drink, sud 


‘wan the position in which the two men | blood, when Armstrong gave it me. I made 
wero found. Lights having been brought, | enquiries about the row that had been on | out. 
it war discovered that the boatswain had | board, and in consequence of what I heard I | Thomas Quinn, g 





rely 



























been, ia point of fact, killed by had the prisouer put in irons, ‘That w: it to the others. : 
wound, and on that point medic quarter to twelve o'clock the eam By Hie Lososuir—I tasted the spirit but 
would’ be given. ‘The witnesses thought he bad been drinking. could what it was, I don't. know 








excited. I dou't know whether 
men Cavanagh, Q ‘or aober. All the other members of the crew 1. I don't know thi 
who were in and were sober, with the exception of one named 1d Tom" and gin. 
the baker's shop when the fight began; and | Thomas Guinn, an able seaman, who is| poured the liquor into a cup, about half- 
thon there will also be seven other wituesscs | brother to tho baker, John Quinn. | filling i ‘tome. 
who came from ship se 
will 





have to all’ beforo you rum oF brandy. 



















By Mi y 
larkiog. Itoberts touched Cavanagh on tho 
face, and Cavanagh returned it. I thought it 
"he body of the deceased was left on the deck | was fun at first, bat when Cavanagh roturned 
until the next morning, wheo it was examined hab menue Sgt," 














place and the time that ft by Doctor Johuston. i was not present at the “Yer, if you Ii 
‘await the arrival of the police, ‘That, gontle- | examination, but I saw Doctor Jobnston on | berts thereupon went forward, saying ho 
men, ie a vory bare outline of the facts of the | the steamer. ‘The body was taken into the | would be back in a few minutes, When 





case, which I am second-class deck house. he came back Car gh had his off, 
prove before you ; and I will now direct your | Cross-examined by Mr. Haxwax—I Grst| and they commenced to fight. They went 
Attention to the Iaw on the aubject, a0 that | saw the prisoner lying on the deck near the | aft, down the alleyway. It was dark. I 
you may bear in mind theinportant point of | deceased, and not again uotil Thad him | could not ee them. There wae alight in the 
ho evidence. I will read now from the last | pat in irons. I thea thought be bad been | galley, and one in the baker's shop. ‘There 
edition of Roscoe's Criminal Evidence, page | drivking, and was excitel. I caunot say | was no light in the alleyway. They went 
‘765 :—" With regard to the use of deadly | whether he was drunk ot not. Asfaras {| scuffling down, and I could not seo them, 
‘weapons as in case of mutual combat, the ‘ouly one of the crew was drunk, Before They got apart, The prisoner came for- 
rule was laid down by Mr. Justice Bayley, in | Doctor Johnston examined the body, it had | ward and stood opposite the galley where 
the following case, ‘The prisoner and Levy | been examined by the Doctor of the Agamem- | one of the lights was. “I wext saw the boat- 
quarrolled and wont out to fight. Alter two | nou. I sent for him. Lt was soon after 1| swain, James Smith, and his broth 
rounds, which occupied little more than two | first saw the body, I saw the examination | Morav, como up the alleyway. I heard th 
minutes, Levy was found to be stabbed in a | by the Doctor of the Agamemnon, who probed | boatswain say to Koberta, ‘“« What's the matter 
{ett many places, and of one of thove stabs | the wound with an instrument,” I saw bin nd they began to fight outside the 
18 almost instantly died. It appeared that | put the instrument into the wound. The 1d. went fighting forward. Isaw 
nobody could have stabbed but the | Agamemnon is not in port now. ‘The deceased go at the prisouer firat with his 
prisonor who had a clash knife before the | was about 5 feet 6 inches in height and | bead. ‘That was the commencement of thos 
affray. Justice Bayley told the jury that if | powerfully built. I don't know that before | two fighting. When the boate id 
the ner used the knife privately from | deceased the Anchises he wason steamers | ‘ What's the matter with you,” I did not 
tho beginning, or if before thoy began to tight from Liverpool to New York. 1| the prison 
he placed tho ‘knife no that ho might uso it | kuow nothing of jeceden went Bight 
during the affray, and used it accordingly, it |" By His Louvsute—, decoased, 
that if he took to the keife | eho prigoner, all joined the al 
or tho fight oan, ud without having | Liverpool, threo 
Placed it to bo roady during tho affeay, it was : 
only manelaughtor.” ‘Tho rulingof the Judgo in 






































ar 
make any ‘reply. When they 
ng forward turned roand and 
xh 
























tho waterway fighting, right opposite tho 
galley doo ME wont and got hold of them 


and waid, Je © 00 
moro of it, tod, and the 

















rene 
tori mo 












that case soomed to boar specially apon the | “Y) next I brothor-in-law 

facts of thin can “tf shout “My God, Jim's murdered, I 

is Lona went forward and found the boatewaln 
the deck, athwart 









ou Saturday morning, Roberta 


7a yas ying near a deckoune 
Same Besos ink L could poiut out the po 
‘a the ‘plan produced. 1 found the body on 
of the Criminal Law, page 149. He | ig pack, lying near the bulwarks across 
ar ‘Y | the deck ‘of the vessel. The cause of 
death was a punctored wound in the 
4) chest. Its depth was between four and tiv 
inches the outer opening being about thre 
‘ uxrtora of an inch. I made a close examin 
trailed of, He should have a further oppor: | lon, and found the wound entered the walle 
Unnecessary toeny morent present, He tead ree | ofthe chest hallau-inch to the right of the 
Paluud feoc weadioning ‘rronersaid | Het mipple. Te passed inwards close to the 
on. different occasions. after the occurrence, | breastbone, between the third and fourth | dvisouer, 
thinking it better that the Jury ibe, aud pierced the upper lobe of the left | Ft 
the expremions from the wituest Jung penetrating the aorta, « large blood 
se ccprencone fetes the wil Teufel, about an inch from ite origin, with 
q heart. ‘The woun! in obliquely — 
Caplets Omamtes: Jdcasoe dene Gpwards and inwards I should jodge is Gas 














how long it w 
‘commenced fighting to the 
time I heard Moran ebout, It would be about 
two or three minutes, as far as I can judge, I 
cannot say exactly. I don’t know how the 
oner was dressed. I have borrowed » 
different times for the pur- 
1 don't know whethor 
gain, It was ono 
(Knife shown the witness.) 
the one I borrowed from the 




















tageously take 


















Haxwex—I_ bor- 










‘master of the0.S.S.Co,’sstr. Anchi upw Marys rowed it two days before this affair happened, 
inflicted by rp-pointed instrumeut, The rr a 

Jo Shaughel on the meruiagof thes Icife prodtced could have inflicted the wound, | £0 Kills sheep with. I sharpened it then, 
§ prodi rect one uf | Knife Prone oe hel I would not like to. pase m1 ion as to 





body, and found 
no others marks of violence. ‘The wound I 
have described was the sole cause of death. 
‘The body was that of » man of powerful 
build, strong and muscular; and presented | ) 








it by Rol ert when he 
wht.” T don't know 
ing term used on board. 


the deck of the steamer. 
the positions of 
room, the boatew: . 
‘oom on the plan, 
He was on board my steamer as an 
‘James Smnith, ceased, was 
my boatewain, Ilast saw him alive about 
five o'clock on the afternoon of the 29th 
. March, Inext saw his dead body lying on 
the deck of the Anchises. It was at half-past 
eleven o'clock the same night, (Pointed out | * 


I will mark out 















id 

reply, «Weil then I’m 
. pos: 

for the instrament to ha _ | walked back to the 


L don't thivk it is probable that it | #24 bis brother: 
self-inflicted. When the wound was | Prisouer was not figh' 


the commencement of the fight 
ee ‘ decensed war, cither | prisoner and the boatewain. The boatewain 


on the plan the placo where the body was 
ath must have taken place shortly after its firet went at the prisoner with his hes 


lying on the deck.) 1 examined it and fouud . 
B wound on the left breast. Life was extinct. : did not see him take hold of him with bis 
iufliction—almoat iustantancously. Such a | nt ta neither of thom take bold of 


Gelaer’ Dessered tare svtee ati teoaten Wound would bleed profusely, the left cavits each other with their hands. I never heard 


steamer. Deceased boro a very good character. le 
Ho had been ou board. the steamer three | £1 esau sigs iced extcronlly. | Ow 4 | anything said about the boatawain before this 


months, I saw the prisoner lying on the y occurrence. He and the prisoner seemed to 
deck at the same time that Ivam the dead | Mr. Haxses had no questions to ask the | (on good terme. I had heard the bostawai 
body of the deceased. Prisoner was lying | witvers. had been on the White Star Line ranning 
near him, foro and aft, nearly at right} Jous Quixx deposed—I am baker and | between Liverpool and New York. I never 
angles with the body ‘of the deceased. | second-covk on board the steamer Anchises, | heard that the crews on that line were a 
‘They ,wore three or four fect apart. Pri- | and occupied those positions on the 29h | rough lot of fellows. 

lying motionless, (Pointed out | March. On that day I went on board the| By His Lonpsarr—I had heen about three 
his position on the plan.) I did uot ex-| steamer Ayamemnon aud returned to the| months on board the Anchises, Prisoner and 
amine the prisoner in apy way, nor did | Anchises about « quarter or twenty minutes | decessed were on board the same time. 
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We all oi chita or business of importance might be | I +aw deceased lying down, and ran aft and 
1 - | awaiting him. we the alarm. Others were near the light 





Pig between the prisoner 
JOHN CavaNacH deposed—I am a quarter- 
master on board the Anchises. On the night 
he 29th March last, I went on watch at 
My ‘watch concluded at 

clock. Somewhere about ten o'clock 
















round, and then com 
jouer touched me on 
it was rather hard and 
id I didn’t care and went 
jer eaid he was going forws 
back again. He came 
four or five winutes. { can’t say how he was 
dressed. I did not take much notice. I don’t 
kaow whether he bad a coat on or not. 
the prisoner was away I took off my 
to fight, and went out of the baker's 
‘When prisouer returned, we com: 
monced tofight. I don't know how long we 
ot very long. Roberts mus 
have fallen under my feet, and then Thomas 
Quinn came up and began to fight with me. 
T don't know what became of the prito 































Toot tgs 
Teannot aay how long. W 
Quinn I saw the prisoner a little forward of the 
galley fighting with the deceased. I did not see 
them begiv, There was no light at the place 
where they we ig. That was the first 
saw of the boatewain that evening. Wher 





ith —not ve 
oa ow tong. Winle engaged ith 

































L fivished with Quinn I went to the quarter 

masters’ room. five or six 

minutes, whe mmurdi 
not recogi 


forward and found 








‘dead, 
wwain hand, 
® medical i 
was nobody el 
privouer lying a littlo more aft than the 
boatawai with bis he aft aud #t for- 
ward, [took bold of his head. His temples 
Were vory hot and beating fast. 
Crouexamiued by Mr, Hassex—The posi- 
 nisrked on the plan, as to how the 











all the time I 
remember being in the pri 
atall th I did not 





pot 
tious were referred to, and it was found that 
the witness did use the expression attributed 
to him.) While fighting with the prisoner, 
T don't remember saying that two of them 
were on me. My memory is very bad. 

By His Lonpsusr—I was ashore with no- 
body elee but Rogers. I had no drink ashore. 
Whan I seid before the Magistrate that 
had all been drinking, I did not mean to 
clude myself, 1 sigued the depositions, which 
were read over to me. Before going on shore 
Ti had ‘two lames of gio- Tt was in, the 
afternoon I had them. ‘The liquor may have 
affected my memory. 

By the Jumv—-l did not ace the prisoner 
and deceased fall on the deck. 

Mr. Resnix suggested that this would be 
‘convenient time to adjourn for tiffin. 

His Lonpsutr acquiesced, and said that 
Mr. T.G. Smith had been selected by the 
Sheriff to take charge of the Jury during the 
adjournment, and he would be sworn accord- 
ingly. The Jury would go, in charge of Mr. 
Suith, to the Central Hotel, where they would 
have Iaucheon, and return to the Court at one 
O'clock. ‘They must have no communication 
with the outside public, but they might talk 
as much aa they liked among themselves. 

‘Mr, Secs asked permission to go to his 
fice, Ho was single-handed in busines, and 






























‘His Lorpsutr was sorry but he was afrai 
he could not accede to Bir. Skegge’s wish ; 
be did not believo it was competent for the 
prisoner's counsel to conaent to it. 

‘Mr. Haygy said be could not consent to 
z, but he should offer no objection to 
applicat his Lordship would take 


"Ponpsut® declined to take the reapon- 























snd said he was not at liberty to 
Mr. Ski iab. 
Mr. Lrapy asked to be allowed to send a 
note to his office—s simple business note. 


His Loupsutr said he w: 
was afraid that he had uo 
refuse. 

Tn answer to questions by his Loxvsutr, 

Mr. Losey said he wanted a particular book 
from the office, and he could not get it after 

i the afternoon, He was willing 

name of the book to his Lord- 
abip and the Counsel, bat he objected to name 


in open Court. : 
reply to bis Lordship, said 
to anything, but he wished 
to point out that he had no power to consent, 
Under some circumstances a new trial might 
be asked for, and he could consent to nothing. 
His Lorpsmir explained that it 
rule of his own that he was pt 
ho must adhere to the Iaw as he found it. 
Jurors were to have uo communication with 
r 
but to refuse to grant the permission 
for. 
‘The Courr then adjourned for an hour, and 
the of Mr. T. G, 


ry sorry, but he 
ruative but to 













































‘on board. the | 


T atarted from 





y first voyage 
I kuow the prisoner, and know tho deceased 
nince he beer board. 1 was on board 
the Anchises on the 29th March last, the day 
sho arrived here. Iwas on duty that night 
from 8 till 12 o'clock. Between 10 and 11, I 
went into the baker's shop. The bi 
Quinn, and Cavanagh were there. In a short 
time the prisooer and Thomas Quinn came 
in. ‘Thomas Quinn stepped inside the doo 
the prisoner was inside. After prisoner and 
Quinn came in, Quinn offered them » drivk 
out of a bottle.” I took a small drop. Tt was 
a gin-bottle—Old Tom. It was my duty to 
be ou the yangway, and I went to eco if any- 
body was there. "There was nobody there, 
and I went back to the baker's shop. 
Cavanagh and prisoner were at high words 
wwhea f got back. I canuot aay what was 
said, but prisoner went away, saying he 
would be back ina minute. I do not know 
where he went. Whilehe was away, Cavanagh 
took off his guernsey and put ‘the table. 
Prisoner came back, and he and Cavanagh then 
fought. They started in the alleyway near 
the bake-house door. I think they went for- 
ward. I stepped outside the baker's shop 
aud saw Armstrong by the donkey boiler 
very neatly opposite the baker's shop. I took 
no notice of the fight. Armstrong was I 
thought, going to interfere, and I got hold of 
him and told him not to interfere. Then 
‘Voomas Quinn came down the alleyw: 
hold of my muffler which was round my nec! 
and asked me what I wanted. I said I 
wanted nothing. At this time no one was 
present but Cavanagh and Roberts. During 
‘The time Quinn hed bold of me the boatewaia 
(Smith) came along. He came from aft. He 
waa going towards the fight, and I got bold 
of him and asked him what he waa goin 

todo. Ho asia he was not going to ight. 
didnot see him again till I saw bim on the 
deck dead. I got bold of Armstrong again 
in the alleyway, and beld bim back, as he 
was going into the row. I did not’see the 
boatewain fight at all. When I had hold 
Armstrong, I heard the cries of “ Burder. 
T could not tell who uttered the cries. I did 
not recognise the voice. I ran forward to see 
what it was, and when I got there, there was 
alamp. Some one had been there before me. 
































sot 














| voyage. 








forward, but 1 cannot aay who they were. I 
went forward with the Captain, and then saw 
the prisoner and deceased lyiug down, one 
thwart ship and the other fore and aft. I 
ever saw deceased with jeath-ke in his 

vession. I cannot say how ir was 
teased when ho proposed to, fight. with 
‘Cavanagh. [noticed no change on him between 
the time of bis going forward and returning 

. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Haxxnx—When I 
stopped the boatawaio aud asked hii what be 
was going to do, I thought he was going to 
join in the row.” I did not see the prisoner 
And boatewaiu fighting, Tdid uot seothe man 
from the Monocacy at all that night. I was’ 
ashore in the course of the daj 

rin a tailor’s shop 
Brink out ofa bottle of 
say thetime—it was a 
was with me then. Cavanagh did nob 
suyeing 






























y his Lonpsurp—I came ont from Liver. 
ol with the prisoner and deceased, a1 
uew of no quarrellivg- between them 





‘Tuomas Gor? deposed—I am a landaman in 
the engineer's force on board the U:: 


. steamer 
Aor I was in Shanghai on the 29th 





March, and came ashore at night, leaving the 
ahi 


without permission. It was between 
sn and eight o'clock. I know the prisoner, 
‘met bien ina public house called the 
Head. Some of his shipmates were 
jim. Ido not know their names. I was 
i jour or three: 
wor, but I did 
. We left the 
vd went down towards the 
‘The prisoner bad a big coat on. On 
the way to the ship, he lent me the coat, 
When he took it o 
knife belt round 
on tho belt and the knifo in th 
took the knifo out to cut the 
Tmy cap. Wo wero going towards the 
Anchiser, ‘avd went on board hor, When 
n board the abip prisoner went into 
1 was outside it, on the atar- 
of the ship. "One of the 
1 the sailor, waa talking to me. I 
‘was right agaiust the bakery door, and saw 
Cavanagh atrike the prisoner Roberts. Quinn 
aud I were walking forward, and prisoner 
came and asked Quion to come and seo fair 
play. Prisoner went aft again and commenced 
to fight with Cavanagh. Quinn went aft juat 
after prisoner started back ; and after that the 
boatewain came. Ido not kuow his name. 
Ono of the men said it wan the boatswain. I 
heard somebody If you do no’ clear out 
of this, 1 will give you something you won't 
like.” 1 don’t know who sid it, I 
cannot form any opinion as to who it 
was, I never heard the boatawain speak at 
all.” I saw him rash in towards prisoner and 
Cavanagh as they were fighting. Ho rushed 
from aft towards where they were fighting, 
and tried to separate them. Ho just went 
between them. I went into the forecast! 
and then came out on the starboard side aud 
went forward round to the port side to get 
aft to the gangway, to go ashore, They were 
still Rghting. "I vaw prisoner had his sheath- 
belt and knife still on at this time. [saw 
him acroes the cargo-hatch, which was about 
opposite where the fight was still going ov. 
‘Thre gangway was farther aft than te beteb, 
When prisoner came and asked Quinn to 
come back and see fair-play, I caunot say 
if we had got. more than halfway to the 
forecastle, Prisoner did not go past us 
forward, but returned back at once. 
Cross-examined by Mr. HaxneN—Prisoner 
went straight back, and began to fight with 
Cavanagh. I did not see him go towards the 
forecastle after that. Ax I passed down the 
can awear that prisoner 
on then, “When 
a Head, he was 












Boar’ 














bon and but- 





















































I met 
pretty ‘well drank, When the  boatawain 
Furhed in between the two, I did not hear 


him say anything. 

By A Jvxon—I cannot say how many 
people were present at the fight. ‘There were 
more than four or five around. 1 heard no 
cries of murder. I was away before they left 
off Sighting. 
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James Moray de Lam a fireman on 
board the Anchises, I remember the boatswain. 
His name was James Smith. He was my 
jaw. Iremember being in Shanghai 

T'and the de- 
on that 
Wo went ashore sbout eight aud cam 
back about ten, We went first to buy some 
curios and then to the shoemaker’s. We 
had nothing to drink. When we returned 
on board, deceased was quite sober. When 
‘we got ou board, L and the carpenter went into 
deceased's room in the alleyway, and were 
there about half-an-hour talking about home 
and one thing or another. I then wished bi 
good night, and went into the fireman's f 
Castle, also in the alleyway on the por 
and turned in. 
turning in. He was perfectly sober. I was 
awoke by another fireman, Arthur Saxon. [ 
get up, and went outside. { saw deceased, and 
lked to the Iamp-room. We saw Quinn, 
the sailor, and Cavanagh fighting. Deceased 
went between them, and I saw Quinn strike 
him. I then struck 
aboutfive minutes. Isaw deceased a 
going forwards, ‘They were following one 
Snolter up. I sawano more until I beard the 
firat ory of murder. L cannot exactly say who 
it came from. It came from forward. I 
heard no more, but broke from Quinn, and 
ran forward, ‘I th deceased lying 
athwart ship, with his arms stretched out. I 

wut my hands on his shoulders, and asked 
Fim 't3 speak. ‘There ‘was 0 light there, 
Somebody brought a light, and then I 
saw the wound in bis breast. It had then 
stopped bleeding for a time. Thore was a great 
deal of blood about, A good many other 
people came up, Nearly all the witn 
‘were thore--Cavanagh, Amstrong, Reed, Swi 
dle, and Ford, I saw tho prisoner lying on 
hia’baok, fore and aft of the ship. He stop- 
ped there until all went away. I believe L 
was the first there, the others came after- 
wards, When I was walking away, prisoner 
got up, looked about him for alittle wi 
Fan past mo aft, and [ saw no more of him 
until Law bim in i 

Cross-examined by Mr. Haxex—Prisoner 
fot, NP, tile A wan walking between his 
foge and the side of the ship. I stopped 
by deconscd’s body for tive or ten minutes, 
When deceased 
‘men fighting, 






























le, 
Deceased was also about 






































rushed in between the 
he did not say a word. 
After that, I saw deceased and prisoner 
following each other up. [ cannot say that 

risoner was backing und deceased following 

im up. L heard two cries of murder 
following tho other—in the same voice. 
Prisoner and deceared were on good torms 
‘ou board the ship. 

By his Lonosinir 1 had nover known them 
to hie any row on board the ship, with each 
other or anybody else, 

By Mr, HANNex—Prisoner’s shirt might 
have been loosened, and pulled out a little 
about tho waist, when I saw him after the 
fight. 

Re-examined by Mr. Rewxte—TI cannot say 
if he had a belt on then. 

By his Lonpsurr—It is a regular thing 
for seamen to wear a belt, aud to have a 
sheath on it with a knife. ' think prisoner 
‘was sober, but I cannot say distinctly. 
‘was not ont shore with him. 

By a Juror—I do not know whether Quinn 
the sailor had his belt on at this time. 

By his Loxpsuir—Neither the baker, the 
hoatawain, the carpenter, nor the quartermas- 
tors carry sheath-knives, 

Ronen Reep deposed—1 am a seaman on 
board the Anchises, and remember being here 
on the 29th March. — Went ashoro that night 
about seven o'clock, with the prisoner, 
and Macker 
little after nine. 
his knife with 
caso ho was cutting tobacco wi 
fa tailor’ shop. {cannot ray if ho had 
hin belt and sheath, When L got on board, 
T turned in until the prisoner came and gave 
meashake. Ihad been asleep and do not 
know what time it was, He said “ 
there are seven to one against us.” I cannot 
tell what time it was; it was about cleven 
o'clock. I looked up and saw it was the 
prisoner going out of the forecastle. I got up 
and looked along the deck, and saw it was 
the ship's company quarelling. I went aft 
and saw the prisoner standing against the 
galley, From where I stood, I could hear 
men scuflling, 1 heard ‘the deceased 





























































‘come along, and say, “What is the matter 
with you fellows here.” I heard » man 
make ‘a loud laugh, 1 looked again, and 
saw tho prisoner aud deceased commencing to 
Sight, = ttle farther forward than, the lamp 
room door. They commenced to fight, 

fone of thi low want 
to be at.” T cannot say whi 
‘They fought two or three rounds, 
of the forward house. 













By Mr. Rexsre—I saw the boatewain fall 
‘amidship, aud immediately after the prisoner 
staggered and also fell, backwards away from 
the boatewain. ‘There was a loud ery of 
“Murder, bring a light, bring a light,” im- 
mediately afterwards, Ido not know which 
called out. 

By His Lonvsnur—They were fighting for 
about eight minutes, hammering away at 
each other. Iwas nearly the length of the 
Gourt away from them, but there was a light 
im the galley, and the galley door was open, 
and I could see them in the light. 

By Mr. Reswze—I went to got a light, 
could not get it, reat back, and found 
Swindle bringing a light. He dropped the 
ight aud I picked it up. I looked at the 
deceased, and found was all over blood. 
1 went towards prisoner and looked at him, 
‘and could see no marks ov him, dle and 
‘Moran thea came up, and we examined the 
deceased and eaw iu his breast, I 












































recoguised it as the 
produced.) ‘This 
It is the prisoner's knife. 
Arumtrong, a fireman, and did nob 
it again until I saw it in the Police Court. 
We all then went forward into the forecastle. 
Preeutly the pri He epoke 
to Crawley, xy will you 
ow us your glass?" Crawley said, ‘* What 
2” Prisoner replied, ieve I'm goit 
tobe bung. I believe ‘I've killed the boat. 
Vreally think 0.” He put his head 

je table and remained there until the 
Captain came forward and put the irons on 
him, No one elso was near deceased but the 
Prisoner when he fell, 

Cross-ex: 
clear up the forecastle every morning. 
found a belt on 





















f they 
floor, Ido not know that 
‘on the table, 

1e—It would be the boys’ 
duty to give the belt to the owner, 

Cross-cxamination resumed—When the pri- 
souer the forecastle, I did not notice 
that Lis dress had been pulled about or that 

e was was putting his dress straight while 
asking Crawley for his glass. There was no 
low struck after the deceased and prisoner 
fell. Lcaunot say that the blow that killed 
deceared was struck while they were standin, 
up. ‘The kvife in question was often borrow 
‘on hoard the ehip because it was extra sharp. 
T have borrowed it to cut thick rope, and the 
butcher borrowed it to kill th 
the practice with sailors to carry such knives. 
T think the p was on thie night unde 
the influence of liquor. 1 could not eay it 
was the deceased who said, “ You are the 
man I want to be at.” [cannot awear who 
said it, it was said in too low a tone. 

Groce Forp—I am a seaman on board the 
Anchises. Lremember the night of the 29th 
of March last. L was not on shore that night, 

out of my bed 
k. He shook me 





















eep. Lt it 









about 10.30 or ele 
by the shoulder and said, 
are seven to one against ue.” I lay fora 
minute or two, and then got up and walked 
towards the’ alleyway, where 1 saw a 
mumber of the crew ‘standing. I beard 
Cavanagh say, “Let me get at bim.” I 
lo not know who ho moant. "I thought it was 

row, and as I was sobor I would 
with it, [thon atarted to 










forward, and then heard some one ory 
“Murder, bring a light.” I think it was the 
prisoner's voice. [went out on the deck and 
saw deceased and prisoner lying on the deck. 
L saw somebody pick up the knife and give it 
to Armstrong. Armstrong flourished it round 
his head, and he was cautioned not to do it, 
or he would cut somebody else. He then 
stood over the prisoner's body and asked if be 
should drive the knife ito him. When the 
prisoner came into the forecaatle and asked. 














ing | hie left breast. 








for Crawley’s glass, he said he wanted to look 
at himself, as he thought he was going to be 
bung, as ‘he had killed the boatewain, or at 
Teast he thought ho had.” Those were his 
words. Somel ‘Do not condema 








the came into the forecastle, prisoner had only 
bia abirt and pants on. 
Cross-examined—It is an ordinary thing for 


seamen to aknife. Some officers allow 
it and others not, It is allowed on board the 
Anchises. 1 ht 














iy were all “pretty 
well op,” and the prisoner too. 


rito1 When 
prisoner came into the forecastle th 





last 
time, 1 did not notice whether is shirt 


was half pulled out. I had known the 
boatswain months. He was a powerful 
map, but I donot know whether he was a 
good boxer. I never knew him have a fight 
before. The prisoner was on good terms with 
him on board’ 

Sanvxt SwiNDLe deposed—I am a quarter 
master on board the Anchises, and remember 
the 29th March last. I was on board the 
steamer that night. Iwas woke up, 1 think, 
between 11 and 12, by screams of “Help, 
murder.” I got up, went towards the galley 
door, and saw one man lying down on the 
deck, and another in a crouching position over 
him. They were nearly abreast of the corner 
of the fore house, Av { neared them, 
who was crouching rove up, threw 
out, and fell backwards. Av he was falling, 
be gave one scream of murder. I went 
to get a light, and went to the man who 
was | ye there 
then, I saw a large dark stain on the 
breast of the shirt of the man lying down, 
whom [ recognised as the boatewain. I then 
went and fetched a light from the galley. On 
Going back, I looked at the other map, and 
‘saw it was the prisoner, I then pulled down 
the deceased’s jlet, and saw a large cut in 
T ‘pat the light down and 
went and called the chief-officer. 

‘Cross-examined—Prisoner fell with his back 
to me. ‘He appeared to be ter: 
wards, It is a general rale among seamen to 
carry « sheath koife. 

Wiu1am ARmsrRoNo deposcd—I am a fire- 
man on board tho steamship Anchises, I 
remember hearing on the evening of the 
29th March, that a man had been killed 
on board. I went to the spot and found 
the body lying its hack, a little for- 

‘of I lifted head and 










































for the doctor. 
‘some one gave me tl 
gave the knife to the 

















He was wearing his sheath-belt and kni 

10 on board after him. The next I anw of 

leck alongside tho boat- 
e a belt on him. 01 








He said he 
wanted to look ked him wh 
and be said he thought be was going to 
hanged as he had killed the hoatswain, 
thought bi I did not see if he had a 
sme into the forecastle. I thi 
belt on then. I think the belt 
produced is the prisoner’s, but [cannot aay 
that the koife produced is the prisoner's 
knife. 

Cross-examined—I was on shore on the 
night of the 29th March, with the prisoner 
and Thomas Quinn. Prisoner bad fivo drinks 
of gin altogether—ono with Quinn, ono wi 
mo, making two. We then sat down to cards 
for drinks, tbat mado thr 
wont to tho bar, where 
the boss” stood anothor, makin 
the prisoner had. A drink’ 
man gives us a tumbler and abottle of gin, 
ip ourselves, When prisoner was 
lying on the deck, his shirt was not pulled out, 
but the front was open and two or three 
buttons of his trousers unfastened. 

Jhoces Brows deponed—I am lemp trimmer 
‘on board the Anchises. I remember deceased's 
body being examined by a doctor, the mornit 
after the occurrence. I saw him examine the 
body. ‘That was the body of Smith, the 
deceased. 






or 
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‘AuExanpxs MAoKEnatE 
asilor on board the Anchises, I remember the 
‘cocurrence on the night of the 29th 

‘Mr. Ruwwre said that he had meraly pat 
this witness into the box, so that Mr. 
sight crou-axamine him it he chose. 

fc, Haxwax eaid be had nothing to 


‘Tuomas Qourw deposed—I am a sailor 
board the Anchiss. I was im compan; 
the sight of the 29th March last er 
American man-of-war's man. I do not 
‘if his namo was Gof. 

Cros-examined—I was with the 
on that night. We had drinks bat I 
amu ay how many go inane, 

olice-sergeant SKINNER . 
sergeant ‘nth i Police, I arrested 
the prisoner at the bar on the morning of the 
30th Merch, on board the steam-ship 
‘Anchisea, I took him to the Police 
station, and locked him up. I then returned 
to the ship, and afterwards went back to the 
station with Mr. Stripling. Prisoner was 
dromed in a grey abirt, white flannel, white 
flannel drawers, brown cloth trousers, long 
boots and stockings. He bad no coat nor 
belt on. [ subsequently examined his clothes 


and person farther. ‘There were of 
cn his outaido shirt, which hed pone: 


bk 
trated to the undershirt, the trosers and 


on 
on 
an 
koow 

















the 

pot of blood on the centre of the 
foroliead ; and his hands were covered with 
blood back and frout, which had dried on, 
I found the belt produced in the forecastle, 
aboot 5. 








on 

I fonud the belt ou the table on the forecastle, 

By His Lorpsurr—There was no blood on 
the volt. 

oming up the case fo 

the prosecution, was happy that this 

moat protracted evidence hed Leen completed, 

thought he would be able to shortly 

iow that evidence. The evidence, he 

‘Ought, must have satistied them most couclu- 

ath of the boatewain, Jam 

ivoner, and 

the ki fe ed Joed 

nife produc 
ich wae proved to be 
‘Therefore, be would 


whiol, he had laid before them that morui 
asto whether the crime was one of murder 
or of manslaughter, The present indictment 
was for wurder only; but it wae perfectly 
open to the Jury to return a verdict of man- 

wughter, if they believed the wound was 
von iu th sgele whi 
Sommenced by the prisoner and Cavanagh 

d coutinued by the prisouer and tho 

ased, through deceased coming forward 


















































witl 
uy 
intention on the Pe 
commencement 0 


top to the riot. If the 











of the prisoner 

Be daly sian 
only mai 

the fect that there 

for instance thay coald scyne 

















press wali 


it from the words which bad beeu spoken, 
“You the man I want to got at,” 
low haviog beon 





where it could be easily got 
Tost be held that be. bad the 
committing an uulawfol crime, w! 

f murder. The fact of hie 





would not lessen 
one ‘Those were tl 
from which, and from the 
the Jury might draw oer 
‘There was no doubt, in the Grat place, 
that whic 








atated in evidence. He had very 
to aay, for be t the different wit- 
nesses ‘had on the whole very clearly 













| and at & place wl 








hands. He did not 
know what defence was to he raised ; 
but from the cross-examination of his learned 
friend, he seemed to lay partioular stress on 
the fa0b of the prisoner being drank at the 
time. Tt |, therefore, be hie (Mr. 
Reanis’s) duty to lay before the Jury the 
law on that Also. ‘The book he was 
going tocite was “Russell on Crimes,” 114, 
and he called attention to the cases 
4, Grindley,” R 
feakin,” as bearing upon the point in ques- 
tion, The learned cvateel aloo cited eoteral 
other cases from “Carrington and Payn” (7.) 
‘The principle followed in the decisions of those 
cases he apprehended would be the principle 
tobe followed iu this case. Therefore, it would 
seem that the only question for the Jury to 
consider here was as to whet 
cation had been given, such as 
been great enough to excite a sober man. 
‘Then in that view, according to the last ruling 
of Baron Parke, auch provocation would be 
likely to operate with greater effect on = 
dranken man. The question which he should 
‘venture to submit to the Jury to consider on 
the point of drunkenness was whether it 
aggrarated his intention toatab or ot. | He 
(Mr, Rennie) was prepared on the part of the 
that, unless tl 
































*y could 


ise than from the fact of 
stabbing, the verdict mast be one of man 





eaghter, Bot the Jory most con 
rat place, whether there was an; 
intention. " The only e: 













am od oat wi w the 
prisoner Gghting, ho had not hie belt on. 
Hannay begged to correct his le 
nd. ‘The witness Crawley said distinctly 

hie did not see » belt on the prisoner, 
en he in 
when he afterwar: 

Mr. Ruwnir said 
























did not putt an a very 
isoner, but as a 






strong point the 
jary might take into con. 
sideration in deciding the distinction between 


murder and manslaughter. 
Mr. Haxwew then addressed the Jury on 












behalf isomer, remarking that he had 
hoped his friend would bave acknow. 
Lodged that this was not «murder case. Hi 





learned friend was perfectly right in telling 
them that the question they had to consider 
was whether the prisoner, who stood accused 
of murder, made any preparation for the fight 
with the deceased, or any other fight, which 
would lead to the supposition that he was 
going to use a deadly weapon. Mr. Rennie 
iad said there was some evidence of the kind, 
rathe appealed to his Lordabi 

to whethi phere 
















The evidence 
to the first fight 
by » joking scuffle which was called larking, 





iat prisoner 


yhat he touched Cavanagh on the face 
h touched him back, and then 
they should fight Prisoner went 
7 ‘® few minutes. A great deal 
dad been made of the point that he was 
seen by oni \eeaes going forward. 
‘Thomas Qoion sod Goff were forward, and he 
i went forward to ask Quinn to come 
Goff's evidence distinctly 
risoner did not go into the 
‘occasion. Hissecond absence, 
when be went into the forecastle and com: 
plained to the other men of the row, was not 



























‘0 well explained ; but there was not a tittle 
of evidence that he went forward to get bis 
belt or knife, or that 

knife at that time. 





only 
see the belt on the prisoner, 
crose-exsmivation, said he woul 
the belt was not on the prisoner 
would say was that he did not ‘see it, 
Imagine » man dressed only in his trousers 
and shirt scuffing up and down on the deck of 
@ steamer for te: ites, aud could it 
easily conceived that his shirt might yet out of 
is trousers over bis belt, which would prev. 
ik being aseo, and expecially on a dark night 
t. 
























diet of murder, and really 


3 {could it be seriously thought fora moment 


that it was sufficient? He confidently be- 
Yieved it could not, and contended that the 
evidence showed that the prisoner bad his 


made | belt on before the fight, and that by some 


means or other it got off him afterwards. 





it the Jr ‘that “the deceased, 
td a etvgale with the prisoner, et his 


‘There was not the 


. | oxtracta from Law booke would bi 





prisover made any préparation for the ght, 
or that he went into it. with the: inten: 
tion of using the weapon it was customary 
for him to wear; and, therefore, the charge 
of murder was reduced to that of man 
slaughter. He propored to read a few 
xtracta to them, a1 to the law bearing on the 


case. 
His Lorpsure asked tl raed counsel? 
whether be did not think that 








dency to confuse the minds of the Jury? 

Mr. Haxwex replied that be did not wish 
to devote any time to reading legal quotations 
to the Jury if hie Lordabip thought it an- 
necessary and intended to direct tl 
on the point as he (Mr. Hannen) vi 
ely, that there was such 
‘case that would reduce 
{ murder to manslaughter. 
Lorpsuir said he thought th 
ry fairly stated by Mr. Rei 
ing, aud expressed concurrence, if he 
ut be allowed to say 20, in tho case he 

quoted from Roscoe, and also in the 




























e crime from 





da 
passage from Sir James Stephen's work which 
Wd been cited, . 

Mr. Haney said that, as to the question of 
raokeuness it was not bis intention to argue 


it was au excuse for crime of 

description, but it was of the greatest import- 
intention of the prisoner came 
From what ‘been said 
by bis Lordship, be was willing to leave the 
tho questions be bed raised wlibout farther 


His Lonpsmir repeated that Mr. Rennie 

hi legal aspect of the case very 
"Sary, but said that if the 
oF arma 




















iat probably there was 
no ove who had heard of this terrible mis- 
‘condemned the praction 
of sailors being allowed to carry these knives, 
It was an exceedingly bad practice, but it 
roe in nearly all Britiah, 
cular b 
wrisoner fo possession 
Ar'the time the ‘disturbance. began. Th 
for the Jury to decide was, os Mr. 
had said, whether the prisoner entered 
into the contest with » deadly weapon. If 
say evidence to justify 
did enter 






























great deal had been waid by Mr. 
Rennie as to the words used during the affrsy 
fed to bi 


8, 
Lordship and t 
by the prisouer 
stention to use the knife 
His Lordship mentioned that no witaese 
had said any of the expressions heard pro- 















ceeded from the 
Bir, Haxnan said it was therefore to be 

aeenmed that was 00 proof what 

ever of the prisoner having used 


any 
‘of the expressions, and eatly 
ae ee 4 
rt estos of @ prisoner, i 
Eould tel it, but his mouth was cloved, was to 
thia effect :-He went on shore and first bad 
era, and then abother one 






















‘went to the Boar's 





no one saw deceased re 
caused hie death ; and the prisoner's mind was 
closed owing to the state of drunkenness in 
‘the time. They wore 








the only explanation 
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falling on the deck and feeling the warm 
blood through his trousers, was horror-struck 
and fell down in a fainting fit. This was 
proof that he had no intention to murder 
the deceased. After lying motionless on the 
deck ‘five or six minutes, prisoner, in his 
. drunken and terrified state, went into the 
forecastle and said what no man would have 
anid who intended to murder anotber and 
hhad done 0. ‘Taking the whole case into con- 
sideration, it was clearly not one of murder, 
and the ‘mont that could be mado of 
was manslaughter, which was a crime extend- 
ing from a slight offence to a very heinous one. 
He did not think the present case could be 
looked upon as a very serious one of man- 
slaughter, and while he (Mr. Hannen) did not 
Gesire inthe least to uphold drunkenness ns 
a defence for crime, yet under such cireum- 
stauces as the present cage, it was a sort 
‘of an excuse or explanation of what 
took place. They were all aware of the 
juality of liquor sup] lors, and the 
feo and liberal way it was served 
out, and from the quantity the prisoner had 
taken he must have almost been in a state of 
madness, ‘Tho prisoner was at tho bar, and 
it was for the Jury to acquit him altogether 
orsay he had cither been guilty of murder 
or manslaughter ; and when they had taken 
into consideration all the facts of the evid- 
ence, he thought they wodld conclude that hi 
offence was not murder but manslaughter. 
Ris Lorpsurr, in summing up the case to 
the Jury, said Mr. Ronnie had very properly 
explained that the prisoner was urraigned on 
dictment charging him with murder, 
























an si 
but that if they thought he was not guilty 
of murder it was 








wuito competent for 
thom to find him guilty of manslaughter; 
of, a# Mr, Hannon hind just aid, if they did 
not think him guilty of either, upon the evid- 
ence, it would bo their duty to acquit him, 
‘Tho’ fies’ question tobe connie 

What had caused the doath of the deonasead? 








It would be for the Jury to deter 
their own minds what instrument caused } 
death ; and if they should be of opinion 
thet it was the knife. produced, then tt was 
for them to eay who used it. If they found on 
these two points against the prisoner, it would 
then be their duty to consider with what 
intent he committed the act—did he commit 
it with any formed design, or with any fore- 
‘thought oF premediation or feeling of revenge 
againnt the deceased ; or, on the other 
hand, did the prisoner got into a fight 
with’ the decease), having the knifo about 

















him at the time and it with. 
out premediation and kill the deceased. 
If they should take the Intter view, 


then, according to the passage from Ruseel] 
on Crimes, vol. 1, p. 731, edit. 1865, read 
by Mr. Rennio ‘opening address, 
it would be their duty to find the prisoner 
guilty only of manslaughter. His Lordship 
ead other passages of law, and then com- 
menced to read tho evidence over to the Jury, 
saying that he scarcely thought it necessary 
to trouble them with it, as it was no doubt all 
fresh in their minds ; but as the case was one 
of importance, it was, perhaps, desirable that 
ho should read it over. 

The Jury said that they did not think 
it necessary for the evidence to be read over. 

His Lorpsm replied that under those 
circumstances ho would not read it to them. 
His impression of the case waa this. ‘The 
yer at the bar unfortunately hai the 
which had been produced, about him— 
jeemed to have formed almost part of 
hie apparel—when he got into a struggle 
with the deceased, and suddenly took it out 
of its sheath and stabbed him. But it would 
be for the Jury, independently of what he 
had just said, to say in what way the prisoner 
used the knife—whether he placed it in 
yn before going into the fight #0 that he 
it, or, having it about him, did he 
gointo the fight with any intention of using it. 
If they found that he did not, then it was 
their daty tofind him guilty of the lesser 
crime of manslaughter. But if, on the other 
hand, they believed the prisouer took the 
knife into the fight with the premediated 
intention of making use of it, for the purpose 
of inflicting bodily harm upon his autage 
=the deceased or any of the other men—then 
the prisouer would undoubtedly be guilty of 
murder. If they thought othe 
wero of opinion that the knife w: 


i th pratnar ordinary aro, tet he waa 


ordinary course of things to 














































wear it, and that be did not enter the fight 
with any intention of making use of it against 
his opponent, then it would be their duty to 
find bem guilty of manslaughter and not 
murder. He thought they could not conclude 
from the evidence that the prisoner bad not 
committed either offence ; and with referenceto 
the state of drankenness in which the prisoner 
was sid to be at the time of the occurrence, it 
was of importance, as-he remarked during Mr. 
Rennie’s address, wl the intention of the 
Pi ‘came to be considered. He did not 
think it necessary to add anythiug more, and 
he woald now ask the Jury to consider thei 
verdict. 

‘The Jury retired, and were absent about 
ten minutes. 

‘On returning into Court, in apswer to the 
usual question, Mr. Skeggs, who acted as 
foreman, said they had unenimously found 
the prisoner guilty of manslaughter, 

Tu anawer to the question whether he 
had anything to say why sentence should 
not be passed upon him, prisoner, in as 
faltering voice that was not heard threo yards 
from bim, said :—“I did not intend to kill 
the man.” 

Lonpsure then sentenced him in the 
terms :—Pritoner at the bar, the 
gontlemen of the Jury have found you guilty of 
manslaughter, and I agree with their verdict, 
1 do not suppore you did intend to kill the 
deceased, but unfortunately your act resulted 
in that, ' With reference to your drunken- 
ness, if you had not been druak, in all pro- 
ability” this unfortunate occurrence would 
not have taken place. Indeed, it is more 
than probable, I think, that if you had 
been sober it would sot have occurred. 
‘Tho circumstance too of your being allowed 
to carry a knife about you was auother 





















































cause that, in my view, contriluted to 
tho offence, { should be oxtromely glad 
if thix caw romulted in that py 

which iso much to bo deprecated, being 


1 think ono of the witnorser 
not universal custom, but that 
it was under the control of the master or 
captain of any vessel. I should be very glad 
indeed if masters and captains of vessels fearnt 
lesson from the present case and 
the practice among their crews, Thi 
of the Court is that you be imprisoned, 
with hand Inbour, for two years 




















Extracts. 





THE NEW SILVER ILL 

Bo it enacted by the Senate and Houso of 
Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled 
Section 1.—That there shall be coined at 
the several mints of the United States, silver 
dollars of the weight of 4124 grains Troy, of 
standard silver, as provided in the Act of 
18th January, 1837, on which shall be the 
devices and superscriptions provided by said 
Act, which coin, together with all rilver 


























dollars heretofore coined by the United States, 
of like weight and fineness, be x legal 
tender at their nominal value for all debte and 





dues, public and private, except where otber- 
wise expressed and stipulated in the contract ; 
and the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized 
and directed to purchase from time to time 

Wer bullion, at the market price thereof, not 
an than $2,000,000 worth per month, 
more than $4,000,000 worth per month, 
cause the same to be coined monthly, as 
to parchased into auch dollars; and = 
‘sufficient to carry out the foregoing provisions 
of this Act is hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury pot otherwise appro- 

inted ; and any gain or seignorage arisin 
From thi ‘coinage shall he sccesated for, and 
paid into the Tressary as provided under 
existing laws relative to the subsidiary coinage, 
provided that the amoant of money atany one 
time invested in such silver bullion, exclusive 
of such resulting coin, shall not exceed 
,000,000 ; and provided farther, that nothing 
‘his Act shall be construed to authorize the 
payment in silver of certificates of deposit 
issued under the provisions of section 254 of 
the Revised Statutes. 

‘Sec, 2—ANl Acts and parte of Acts incon- 

tent with the provisions of this Act 
\ hereby repealed. 

Seo, 3.—That immediately after the 
of this Act'the President shall in 





























the 






asta 
iropean Pations as he may deem advisable, 
to join the United States in » Conference, to 
adopt common ratio between gold and ai 
for the purpose of establishing internationally 
the use of hi-metallic money, and securing w 
fixity or relative value hetween these metals, 
Such Conference to be held at such place in 
Europe or in the United States, at some timo 
within six months as may be matually agreed 
upon by the Executives of the Governments 
invited, or when any threo of them aball have 
signified their willingness to unite in the sama, 
‘The President shall, by and with the advice 
aud consent of the Senate, appoint three Com- 
mitsioners, who shall attend such Conference 
on behalf of the United States, and shall 
report the doings thereof to the President, 
who shall transmit the aame to Congress, 
Said Commissioners shall each receive the sum 
of $2,500, and their reasonable expenses, to be 
approved by the Secretary of Sato.” The 
amount necessary to pay such compensation 
and expenses is hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

Sec. 4.—That any holder of the coin au- 
thorized by this Act may deposit the samo 
with the Treasurer or any ant Treasurer 
of the United States, in sums not leon than 
$10, and receive therefor certiticates of not 
eww than $10 each, corresponding with the 
denominations of the United States note 
"The coin deposited for or representing tt 
certificates shall be retained in the treasui 
for the payment of the same on demand. Sai 
certificates all be receis for customs, 
taxes, and all public dues, and when #0 
received may he re-insued, 


Latin 
Ew 
















































(Str 
Landon, 
It is reported that Rusnin des 
British irouclad squadeon hall leave the Sew 
of Marmora and the Dardanelles. ‘Che Ii 
prese are greatly irritated agxinst England, 
and accuse her of wishing to humiliate Ru 
The French press support Enuland, 
England has proposed to Russia that tho 
diplomatic communication of the treaty to the 
Powers shall be treated as equivalent to ite 
presentation at the Congress. Russia has rev 
fused to comply, Uelieving that by adiplomatio 
commani he haw fulitled her interna: 
tional obligations. ‘The Pall Mall Gazette 
states that England hay notitied to Russia her 
digoontent with this reply. Princo Bismarck 
aud Count Andrassy aro mediating. Ru 
insists upon excluding from the Cougrews the 
Bessarabian question and the cession of 
Armenia, 




































Berlin, 23rd March. 
An essential modification ‘iu the German 
Governmout ix imminent, The German Am. 
baseador at Vienua iv partially replacin 
Prince Bivmarck, whilst the creation of 
Imperial Ministers of Fiuance and Railways 














is pending. 
24th Maroty 

It ie semi-officially stated that German 

interests are unaffected by the treaty of peaco 


concluded at San ste! 










London, 25th March, 











‘Tho British training ship Burydice cap 
yesterday afternoon to the south of the 
of Wigh lont. 


In the House of Commons the Under. 
Seeretary of State for Foreign Aff 
R. Bourke), reply’ 

garrisons 
that no portion of the 
‘was now under the Turkish 





authorities. 
‘The Seoretary of State for India (the M. 
f Salisbury), in reply to a question, sai 
tted the removal of Mr. Oliphant from 
sm's service, and that the motive was 
a political one. 
St. Petersburg, 25th March. 
Le Nord, » Russian organ published in 
Brussels, atates that it is Europe's duty to 
tolve the crisis without England, 
Berlin, 25th March. 
The North German Guzette ataton that the 
Congress is not, likely to meet, bat. that 
England's att 


























ade does not absolutely imply 
war. Tho Rossisa Army, the same 


journal 
(Hator adnan romaine ear Constantinople, 
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and will regulate ite conduct by that of the 
British ironolad Squadron. 
Constantinople, 26th March. 

‘The Grand Dake Nicholas visited the Sultan 
to-day at the Palace of Dolma Batche, The 
Sultan afterwards returned his visit, The 
Grand Dake lunches with the Sultan to- 

ae frase will 

‘The Paria Paj atate t! ice will not 
participate in the Buropean Congresa anles all 
fhe Powers aro represented. 

London, 27th March. 

‘The negotiations in connection with 9 Euro- 

an Congress are at a deadlock. Letters have 
Been seat by the Pope to the Car and the 
German Emperor, couched in a conciliatory 
spirit. 
Withdrawals from Bank. For German; 
about £250,000, Console, 954. Rentes, 109, 
Bar Silver 544. Four per cents, 82. Four 
‘and half per cents, 82). Five and half per 
eats 91. Exchange on india a. 8]d. Man- 
chester market, dull and irregular. 

th March, 


28 
Obituary. —Sir Gilbert Scott, the celebrated 
architect. 
‘The Roumanian Minister for Foreign Affaire 
has declared the treaty mado at San Stefano 
to be null and » scourge (sic) for Reumania. 


March, 

In the House of Lords last night, the Earl 
‘of Beaconsfield explained that all bopes of a 
Congress meeting having ceased, and that 
the balance of Power in the Mediterranean 
being disturbed, Government having advised 
her Majesty, her Mojesty had called out the 
reverve forces, and that the Earl of Derby, 
objecting to this step, had resigued. 

In the House of Commons last vight Mr. 
Gathorne Hardy (Secretary of State for War), 
replying to a question, sai 
ail been called out wero the 
wervo and the Mi 
amounting ti 
Mr. Hardy, will be only 

ish expeditiouary force being de- 























6 concerning, 

@ House, ‘TW 
felt tbat th 
and that 








Government thrown obstach 
of Congress meeting, but desired only 
that the basis of discussion should be fixed. 
30th Marc! 
Lord Salisbury will succeed Lord Dei 
{t is expected that Mr. Gatborne Hardy 
receive a Peerage, and succeed Lord Sal 
bury, and that Colonel Stanley (brother of 
Lord’ Derby) will succeed Mr. G. Hardy. 
‘The Russian authorities have requested thi 


















Servian Army Corps to occupy Sotia, the Ru: 
sian troops there having been ordered to joiu 
the Russian Army near Copstantinople. 





St. Petersburg, 30th March. 
‘The Journal de Saint Petersburg atates that 
the balance of power in the Mediterranean is 
ouly threatened by the British irouclad 
squadron being in the sea of Marmora, The 
“calling out of the English reserve forces is 
regarded by Russia aa a fresh provocation 
The Journal further states that Russia is 
ready to forcibly defend the fruits of the war. 
Loniou, 30th March. 
Diplomatic correspondence relative to the 
Congress haa been made known, but only 
confirms previous telegrams on the subject. 




















Clippings. 





We (Japan Times) have been informed that, 
for the Hongkong afforstation scheme, con: 






siderable quantities of aced have been lately 
forwarded thither, at the req 
authoriti As much as will faroi 








of a million trees has been sent, the 

ing the sugi, hinoli, and trubali (| 
ogleflowered camelia) The fret sbipment 
‘took place about two months ago, the second 
about three weeks back, and the experiment. 
will naturally be watched with great interest. 
im teking the 
census recently conclnded, and who bad 
‘occasion to record the case, tells us (eaye 
Gomercio) that in one of the districts of 




















Pampanga there is » woman represented to be 

hundred and twenty-five years of age. Her 
exact age cannot be verified, bat there are 
proofs that she is at least ‘a hundred and 
twelve, and her appearance is such that it is 
not extravagant to add twelve or fourteen 
years more. - She is an inmate of the hospital, 
and is accompanied by her blind daughter, 
some sixty years old or more. She preserves 
her sight, but has completely lost her hearing. 
In the Philippines there are many cases of 
Tongovity, the details of which will be supplied 
by the census returns of 1877. 
























the painstaking precautions ro- 
specting the Chineve immigrants now taking 

iace in the Straits, the Batavia Dagblad of 
the 12th March thus #ketches the eoniition of 
the Chinese in Java :—" Here in Java we live 
with the Chinese on the best footing in the 
World. The ancestors of many a per-on of the 











‘Mongolian race have heen Netherlands Indians 
for generations, and new comers find here such 
pum! 


re of their Kas ted ‘that they forth- 
with feel themselves at home. Being thrifty 
and indusirious, they always earn more thai 
what they atrictly need. A portion of police 
authority, of provision for paupers, and of tho 
upkeep of their own quarters, we leave to 
jemselves ; about the last point above all, 
they have somo peculiar customs. But every 
one ought to know how he can best arrange 
his own housebold, and the Chinese of Batavia 
and other Netherlands Indian towns are not 
Jess satinfied than the Jows of Amsterdam.” 








Chriatians of Hong- 
with a laudable 
sperking, and they 
motte of aperations to 
ment of an 

ing achool is suggested, ich lessons 
xpeaking English will ‘be given, 
sxolusion of all other kis 
Cl no in Auntralis a Californi 
Awtrong interest in thin moveme 






























aay thorefore be inferred that it in in contem: 
plation to educate by this menus servante, 
‘shop-people and artizans for the Australiau and 
‘American firlis of labour. 


A 





at once 
purpose, aud 
to all appearance the native Christians appear 
tohave maie up their minds to help them- 
selves in this hitherto unileveloped branch of 
education. Tt may become aqaeation whether 
gachool for much purpose, might 
‘recognition under the Grant-in-aid 
scheme of the Government.—China Afail. 


boa 











The following 
Indian Daily X 
arrival 


cut from the 
told of the 

















iberia ; cially 
mt attempts to obtain access by 
tp 









up the Obi, th 
ip has entered the Irtysh river, which itee 


rises in the central 






Imont incredibly cheap rate 

15 to 20 kopecs per pud 
of 36.1 Ibs.) bad been obtained by the ente 
prising English trader. ‘Tho drawback to 
development of this trade, however, seem 
he the difficulty of returning to Ena! 
‘ame season, though perbay 


of 144 lbs. per 1uy 








the 
‘this may be over- 
come when the uavigation ix better known. ” 


The Postmaster General of Hongkong 
notifies that small parcols may be sent 
by Post between any of the British Post 
Offices in China or Japan, as well as to 
‘Macao, Pakhoi, Singapore, Penang, and 
Malacca. They must not exceed the follow- 
ing dimensions, 2 feet long, 1 foot broad, 
1 foot deep, nor weigh more than 5lbs, 
‘The postage will be 20 cents per Ib., which 
will include Registration. The ‘parcels 
may be wholly closed if they bear this 








special endorsement, “Parcel, cont 
no letter ;” but. be 
eis Hc pce oped 
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p ihe, following cannot be transmitted : 
“arcels insufficiently or 

or liable to be crud (as thndboxes, 
&e.), glass, liquids, explosive substances, 
matches, indigo, dyestuffs, ice, meat, 
fish, yame, fruit, vegetables, or -what- 
ever is dangerous to the Mails, or likely to 

become offensive or injurious in transit. 
Parcels will as a rule be for- 
warded by Private Ship, not by Contract 
Mail Packet. The Post Office reserves 
the right of selecting the oj ity’ for 
transmission, and of delaying delivery in 
case the number of parcels is such as to 
retard other correspondence. No respon- 
sibility is accepted with regard to 
parcel, but the system of Registration wil 
secure the senders against any but a very 
remote probability of loss.—The public are 
cautioned not to confound these facilities 
with a Parcel Post to Europe, é&e., wiieh 

does not exist. 

A curious tance of tt 
‘of Bengal hoard money is 
‘of the 18th February. A Bhagul 
pore Zemindsr who died not loug ago left in 
‘oue of his boxes Bank of Bengal notes chiefly 
dated 1835 to the value of Rs, 119/000. His 
relatives ted these last week for pay- 
ment at jank, and after the notes had 
been duly examined, received their value in 
hy ‘or about 43 years then the owner of 
ix money received nothing for it. Had “he 

invested it in Goveroment funds the 
mounted now to about 5 Iakbs 
is hoarding of paper money too is, 
owing that the man had 



























‘The enormous amount of ailver which has been, 
exported to the wild country beyond our 
intier for timber in the past thirty yesra is - 
generally buried Ly the Karens and Shans, and 
Scertain portion of ‘the buried money ‘they 
never touch, thinking that ifthey do.ao they 
will want for tho next atage of existence, 
Thus large amounts of silver are annually 
taken out of circulation, and as they are seldom 
found by strangers owing to the secresy with 
which they aro hidden, it is probable that 























lakhs of rupees are now distributed over 
various portions of the couutry of use to no 
one and utterly lost to trade. — Rangoon 
Gazette. 

‘The Kinji Hidron, somewhat unjustly, 
the Japan Mail thinks, accuves the Japancee 
of want of liberality in subscribing to the 





China Fanine Relief Fund, but-alleges ax a 
reason for this seeming want, of 

that there is » widely E valent 
certain native mer: ite hat 

selves of the necemsities of their suffering 











neighbour to make some paying speculations. 
‘Tho writer calls attention to the supplics of 
money aud geain which have been collected 


from other countries on bebalf of the atarving 
ltitudes, and then goes on to eay “that 
he well known morcbants Shibuaawa and 
Masuda set afoot asimilar subscription, which 
after several teuw of days has yielded about 
ten thouxand yen, Now when such prominent 
men as the two named make such. ass appeal, 
it i strange that it is not more liberally 
responced to, and it would seem as thon, 
untouched by th 
friend. But we 
at the reason of the 
1s with which the proposition has been 
eived is, that at the time that Shibuea 
id Masia proposed that subscriptions should 



































lie rained they nul just purchased 70,000 boku 
of rice, which was stored at Ishivomaki.in 
ted the about the 

thue raising the price of 





rice, mae for thewmselvee a considerable profit, 
If this be true, there is little merit due to thom. 














for the forded.” It may. be, 
says the Mail, t rumour:bas had the 
effect of harden hearts of some of the 
liberally inclined, but for all that it caunot bat 





be admitted that 





subscription (16,608.68 


eae eescos 


‘an ungenerous one. 
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‘The introduction of screw steamers on the | consists 
Japan line, by the Mitsu Bishi Company, has 
been attended with two casualties. i 





mishap 
Maru (late King Richard), in the Ni 

Harbour, where she came in contact with a 
foreign-owned “barque, which sustained 
rather serious damage. The second ac- 


i of the 
Takachiho Maru, (late Lotw) to this 
She tate Yoksharns on the evening of tho 
Srd inst., and shortly before 5 o'clock on 
the morning of the 5th she was steaming | co 
through the Osaka Gulf, about nineteen 
miles from Kobe, when a glimmering light 
came to viow, three or four shipr’ lengths off 
Tt proved to be that of a small Sapanets | eacape 
steamer, running between Osaka and 
(supposed to be the Mioto Maru), ta a 











few seconds after the light was first seen | late So 


8 collision appeared to be inevitable. ‘The 
Takachiho Marw's engines were stopped 
and rovorsod, an given for the 


jhe struck the 
port quarter, and it was at once 
Parent that ' the @ to the 
‘steamer was so great all efforts to 
Keep her afloat would be futile, for sho 
appeared to be divided into two parts, and 
hor upper works only wore visible. ‘Three 
boats wore immediately lowered from the 
Takachiho Maru, and twenty-seven persons, 
all Japanese, woro rescued from the water 
and wreckage, and placed on 
whero thoy were well-cared for. ‘me 
wore thirty-two persons on the wrecked 
steamer at the time of the collision, and 
with tho viow of picking up the five 
missing ones, if possibl 
Maru stood by the an hour and a 
half, but no opportunity presented itself to 
‘save more lives. The accident isattributed 
to inaufticiency of lights on board the small 
steamer. 





The following notifations havo boon 
inauod by the Engineer in-Chief to tho Cus- 
tom g Focently surveyed dangors 
ho ce) OR :— 

Tho rock on which tho Amorican barque 
Benjamin Aymar struck in January, 1878, 
‘consists of a amall rocky patch, with 3 foot 
of water on. its shoalest part at L.W. 
Springs, A depth of from 9 to 10 fathoms 

obtained in every direction at a dis- 
ites o of 1h cables from it, the bottom being 
mud. 





in 





‘Middle Dog ight Bsr 
4 cue,» S. 

Sea BSE Dos gi * 7 
BeaCat 


Thesouthornextremeof Chang-chilsland, 
in line with the northern extreme of Mat 
sou Island, leads cloar to the southward, 
and Crab Island should not be brought to 
bear eastward of north to clear to the east 
wai 


The Norman Court Rock consists of 
two pinnacles lying in a north and south 
direction and distant ry cables from each 
other. The southern one is distant 43 cables 
from Flat Rock, and has 9 feet of water over 
it at L.W. Springs, with deep water close 
around; but a rocky ledge with 6 fathoms 
over it extends 14 cables totho SE. by 8. 








of it The northern one has only 6 feet over 
it at L. W. S There is also a roc 
ten with 2 fathoms over it, to the 8. §. 


. 2H. of Flat Rock, and distant from it 
2 cables. 
‘From the South Pinnacle, 
Fiat Rock Summit bear N. 7-10 W. 





‘The Pilot Rock (described at page 276 of 
the “China Sea 7” Vol. IIL, 1874, 
aa lying 3 miles east from the Sea Cat, but 
unnamed) ia 3f miles from the Sea Cat, and 


the Takachiho | Ting Fu 


consints of pinnacle of small extent on 
which the sea breaks at L. W. Springs, 
there then being about 1 foot of water over 


‘it. 
From the Rock, 
Chang-chi Peak.. wer 17 W. 
‘Sea Cat Summit. 8. 87 W. 
Soa Dogesseseeere 
This notice afects Admiralty Charta Nos. 


1,262, 1,761, and 2,400. 
Zagnatss” Variation tn 183, 2°00 Went, 


Many curious tales are of course forth- 
coming incidents in the hurricane 
at Canton. Amongst others a corres- 





pondent of the Daily Press relates that 
the GoremorGeneral had a very narrow 

of losing his Life, Tt appeart that on 
the afternoon of that. fateful Thursday he 


set out in state for the residence of the 
Governor of the Yellow 
River, who died at Canton on the sed 22nd 
ult., with the intention of being present 

at the family worship of the ancestral 
tablets and to pay » m¢ it to the 








cee of fhe den deceased oficial: When 
the vice- 1g near 
the Mun lob a whl ie Sot far 
distant from the we" a's rend 
ence, the hail 

alarming violence ies eociees was 


compelled to leave his chair and seek ro- 
fage in the Temple. Finding, however, 
that the sacred building was fearfully 
trowdol, he rwsolved. ts rouura to hi 
n, ‘and before three ae more 
elapsed the whirlwind swept over 
tho Temple and brought down the 


f f th 
ent ee canes 





thered round ‘the’ cofin in the ancestral 
lt of the mansion were all crushed in its 


La ih vit Gee bs seen Sit the Vioo- 
roy had » dou! 10 ways danger 
lay-—the only enfe path was’ bocssmartan— 
A somewhat similar storm to that whicl 
worked such havoc st Canton appears to 
have swept over the village of Shun Tuk, 
& place about fit distant from Can- 
the’ provincial city of 


day (Friday), and 

Fatshan was also 
periously injured, ‘Tho destruction of Pre 
gerty and and os of lifo aro reported to hat 




















‘Avbertisements, 


NOTICE TO MARINERS. 
No. 84. 


CHINA SEA. 
Riven Mrx—Foocnow Disrnicr, 


Te E following dangers have recently 
been examined by H.M.s Surve 

Vessel‘ Nassau,” Captain R H. Napi 

RN., in charge of Surve 

1.— Benjamin Aymar”” Rock. 

This Rock, on which the American 
Barque “Benjamin Aymar” struck in 
January, 1878, consists of a amall rocky 
patch with 3 fect of water on its ahoalont 
pact, at LAW. aprings. A depth of from 

to 10 fathoms was obtained in every 
direction, at a distance of 14 cables from 
it, the bottom being mud. 






















From the Rock. 
Changehi Pe -boara N. 68° E. 
Middle Dog ‘Lighthouse » 8.32 EB. 
Sex Dog Summit 8. 69° E. 
Sea Cat aa 8. 71° BE. 





Clearing Marks.—The southern extre! 
of hengeht tl Island in line with the 
northern extreme of Matson Island leads 
clear to the southward, and Crab Island 
ahbould not be brought to bear eastward of 








north to clear to the eastward. 











2. Norman Court” Rock, 
ia Rock consists of two piunuctes 
lying in a north aud aouth direction, and 
distant 1} cables from each other. ' The 
southern one is distant 43 cables from 
Flat Rock, and has 9 feet of water aver it 
at L.W. Springs, with deep water close 
around, but a rocky ledge with 6 fathom 
it extends 1f cables to the 8.E. by 
The northern one haa only 6 feet 
over it, at L.W. Springs. There 
rocky patch, with 24 fathor 
the 8.8.E. 3'E. of Flat Rock, 
from it 2 cables. 


























1 to 
id distant 





From the S. Binal, 
it bears N. 7° 10’ W. 
- 16° 


Fiat Rock Sumi 
Chang-chi Peak. 
a 












3. 
The danger (described at Page 276 of 
Directory, Vol, 1If, 1874, 
ast from the Sea Cat, but 








LW. Springs, 
it : foot of water 












over it, 
From the Rock, 
Chang-ohi Peak ..beare N- 12 W. 
Sen Cat Sam » 8. 87°W. 
Sea Dog Summits. 8, 63° 16' W. 
This wotice affects Admiralty Charte 
Nos. 1,22, 1,761 and 2,400, 
ctor-Ger 





DAVID M, BENDERSON, 
Engineer-ine 
imo Customs, 





1878, Gmmy 2778 
JOYCE'S SPORTING ANMONITION 


Estaptisuxp 1620, 


Tho attention of 
Sportamen ininvited 
to the following Am- 
munition of tho bost 
quality, now in ge- 
neralusothroughout 
England, India, and 
‘the Colonies. 
Jover's Trente Warenrnoor & F 3 Quaurry 
PERCUSSION CAPS 
Chemieally-prepared, Cloth and Felt Gun 


JOYCE'S GAS-TIGHT” CARTRIDGES, 
For Pin-fire and Central-fire Breoch-loading 

















description of Sportin: 
And every description of Sporting 


Sold by all Gunmakers and Dealers in Gun 
powder, 


FREDERICK JOYCE & Co, 
Patentees and Manufacturers, 
87, Urren Tuamns Staxxt, Loxpon, 


ont I8my 63 
READ 


THE 


CALCUTTA MAGAZINE. 
‘Yearty—Dollars 6; Postage and 
acking fre. 


‘This seems to be a er readable periodical. 
—North-China Herald. 
Ags toca agnor ere 
e leutta edited by Mr. 
buna Aratoon, a gootlenas ‘of well: Sewn 
iterary talent.—The Straits Times, 
DARLINGTON & Co., 
Genrral Agents, 
49, Dhurrumtollah Street, Calcutta, India, 
Sole Agente in India, Burmab, Ceylon, the 
Straite Settlements and C 
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SHANGHAI, 26ra APRIL, 1878. 


Akrnivats.—The London mails of 8th ultimo, per M.M. steamer Iracuaddy ; the steamers Vi and Loudoun 
Oastle from London; the Wénchow from Greenock ; and the Priam and Diomed from Liverpool ; also the ships Agate 
and Haydn Brown from New York. 








PIECE GOODS.—There is as yet no change for the better in this department, and the principal signs of life noticeable during the past 
week have been the continued and determined struggles by the Autioneers to reach the bottom of the market. That they are nearer 
their goal than they were ia sure, but no one can say whether they aball not bave to go deoper still before their object is fully 
accomplished, 

Privately there has been scarcely any market (and in this, it may be remarked, that the Auctions have bed the pull), the entire 
business registered being little over Tis, 40,000 in value. Of course, there have been, as there always are sales effected that do not come 
before public gaze, and which cannot be quoted in a circular, but on the present occasion even the addition of these would not swell the 
above aggregate into s decent total. ‘The transactions published embrace 600 pieces of Lastings, Elephant, at Tle. 7.00 a 7.50 per piece 5 
1,000 pieces American Shirtings (Continental), at Ts. 2.60 per piece, and 3,000 pieces Drills, P.M.C.D, at ‘Ils, 2.77 per piece ; some 
16,000 pieces 7 and 8-lbe, 7-Cloths, at ‘Tl. 0.874 per piece for common, Tis, 1.104 1.12 per piece for fair ordinary Mexicaus and Tle, 1.35 
for M.T. of the former, and Tle, 1.33 a 1.35 per pieoe for 8-lbs, ; 3,500 pieces of 84-lb. Grey Shirtings, at Tis, 1.28 a 1.24 per pivoe 5 
£500 pieces of good 3-Ib. Turkey Reds, at Tla. 1.75, and 250 pieces of 7. R. T-Clothe—A8 yards—at Tle, 5.50 per piece, and about » couple 
of thousand pieces of English Jeane—fine—have changed hands-bat particulars have'not transpired. 

‘The advices from the outporta do not improve, but the expectation that business for the up-river regions will soon be resumed is 
gaining ber with many, both native aud foreigo. 

There has been more rain in the North. 




































061] 045 | 047 





















Brown 





Black, auve,| Lt. Gt. 


Fuu-Sina, 
Auction, 22nd instant, 


Cammlete U.P.H. p. poo. F) oss. are 











Kin-Mina, 23rd inat, 
Camleta C.P.. Ht 2 pea. F Br 


6.34/35 
120 










12, 20/15 10.724 
5.2019 | 6.30 
aie | am 









atin 





~ E-wo, 24th instant, 1 
Cemiete'H.D.B. p. peo. |10.95/11.0011.20 [11.374 | 9.524 | 10.45 
Si 120 50 40 10 2 


Sib es 8s ail 


















































Cart eee ae ra ee 160 
lo.30.7/0.60.6 | 0.43% — [0.483) 0.50) 0.44 | 0.473 120 
39 ap 6 i 3 
q 
11.00/07} |11.25/274 1274/90 hoary haya so 12.50 a | 1015 
pes. 60 90, 30 50 600 
ots 0” |osigse|ase | oss lose 0.46 oto 
. En 2 6 6] 6 252 








Averion Sauas oF Corros Goops— 
“ Fuh Sing.” —22nd instant— 
Vaivereess—18-inch Britannia Arms, 150 pieces, at TI. 0.13.44 a 0.13.4 per yard. 
“ Van Loong.” 
P.Coords Double Cash, 950 pices, at Ta. 1.333 6 1.334 for 8Ibe., Tle 1.12} for 7-Ib. 
Kin Ming.” 23rd instant— 
Guev Surnrias—8j-Ibs., 5,400 pieces, at Tle. 1.39 a 1.39} for Blue Lion, Tle. 1.464 for Red Lion, Tle, 1.61 a 1.614 for Red Ram, 
rin 140} for Red Bufaio, Te 1 ABs for Red Camel T-Cuoras—7-Ibe, Rising Sun, 1,100 pieces, ab Tl. 1.269 1.26} per pice, 
Daiuis—I4-Ibs. Green Peacock, 150 pieces, at Tia. 1.65 per piece. 
“Nie Kee”: 
“Tonnxy Rup Cananics— Fisherman, 1,020 pieces, at Tie. 1.404 for 24-tbs., Tle. 1.43 for 2)-Ibs., 1. 45 for 24-be, Ta, 1.50} for B-tbe, 5 
anon and Bull Head (Fonta, 300 pies, at Te, 30 3h ve tos or fondry weight, s— Scare, 100 pieces, 
at jiece. EN Id — dlue—60 pieces, at yard. Lasrtnce—Llon leces, at for No. 1 
“Gusorted, Tt 185 for No. 2 Black ba 
"—2Ath instant— 
mrixos—B}-Ibe., $50 pieces, at Tle. 1,615 « 1.53 for Green Unicorn, Ta, 1.644 a 1.654 for Bie Unicorn; and S2tbe, Blue 
Unicorn, 250 pieces, at Tla, 2.13 per piece. T-Crotas—7-lbs, Blue Unicorn, 450 pieces, at Tls. 1.24} a 1.25 per piece. 
*« Yuen Fong.” —25th instant— 
Warre Sutntinas—64-reed Blue Lighthouse, 1,060 pieces, at Tia. 1.46} per piece. 
be y SurnrTNas—S4-Ibs. Large Eagle, 1,800 at Tle, 1.33 and with all faults, 6,350 pieces, at Tis. 1.304 
Gary Surerives— pieces, per piece ; and wi at Tle, 1.30} @ 1.31 
Tor Large Engle ie, Las a Eig for Red Lion Tle. 130 fot Chong pace, ‘T-Cuorns— Silver Lion 1,080 pieces, at Tie 1. Be 
1.44] for Tbe. The 1-96 fr Ste, Ancennoan Suez fom damaged), Indian Head, 1,240 pieces, at Tls. 2.40 a 2.684 per 
piece ; and Darits (also sea damaged), 7,550 picces, at Tle, 2.623 @ 2.53 for Flying Horse, Tis. 2.45 a 2.70 for Dragon. 











“ B.Wo. 
Gre 
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QUOTATIONS—Dory Pain. QUOTATIONS—Dorr Par. Dorr.e 
@. #, Quny 8 — Taw. e. P.me. Tm. 
be. 3940, 38h ya. ) | Lasrixon, 30 yds. ¥ pe.7.0.0t010.5.0 
‘Tbe. Crave Lasrinus, 309 3.7.0 ,, 8.0.0 
Crave Lostees 3.0.0 ,, 3.6.0 
Pras—Do, Blacl 3.0.0}, 39.0/( go4 
Ontmaxn—Fig., 30 ye 23.0}, 325 1.2.0 per pee. 
‘Special Colora & Pattorus }, 3.6.0.) vosn. 
| 0.0.8 per pee. 
Quiexsiuvex . nom. el-48.5.0 ae 2.0.0 per pel. 
ila, 36 in. 56 K. 30, ‘IN PLates—14 x 10...prbox, len 
Fired eta 35, 14.5 Small ew | 3.9.05, { 040 
4.0), 1.7.0 Ixon Wikr--No. U1 pol. 4.1.0 5, 
"7.0 5, 1.9.0 { 4205, 4 025 
27 « 210|| 5.25), 5: 
21.0 0 Srraits Ti, Foug Hing. 
Detits,Am.d0yda0ini5ib, ,, 2.6.0 5 Fok Chok. { 125, 
Moglish, = ., 14a 16-1be.,..1.6.5 8 0.1.0 Common chops. 
. Fine to Fi i ne 2.0.0 0 a ad Srext .. 0.2.5 
Datoh, 13.4 14h-Ibs nom. ...2.1.0 1.5 Kamboo .., as ” 
Jeans, Dh.,Bext,40ya.20in.Shlbel.9.0 \. Taran CorrEn, 
64 Bilbe.,.1.23 0.0.74 06.0 
nom. 1.3.5 
Sneerinas— Boor Ixon . 5 5 014 ,, 
Amr., 40yds. 360381, 15Ibe. .,.2.5.5 1 008 7.0.0 5,18. 00.74 
En, Ida I6lbs. 1.9.5 | ea 
004 
O12 4, 
008 | 
Hanmnernont | 
Blo 2 i 026 4 
| Corr 
Dyed |. Soaar — 
Damanxe, Dyed, 40 yd White, Swatow, No. 0 n 
GeNTIAN Sutarivan “ 0, 
Ominrr—Ansorted ..uom. ° 8.0 5 ” 
Bluo an 0 
Brown. 0.0.7 ” 0 ” 
Scarlet... i 0 i 
Pranren Twinn wn, Swatow, a 0; bi 
0.0.7 per 30 yds. ” 04, 
| Canton ‘ 05, 320 ” 
i yy. Common oO; 
0.1.5 per pee. | pepren-—tinck pe 5.8.00 ah 
O18 i 12.0.0 » 
” 0 
0. i . ° A 
Bhve Desist... 0.0.35 per 30y % 5.0.0 
Domrvins, 12 yan 0.0.05 poe pee 
Mostaxs, 0. a i 88 
Yarw—Corr 0.7.0" per pel. Bore 010 
Cancers, Kngliah, SS non Hl on 
aay | a 04.0 
Sree 0.0.5) H 16. 
» 04 
Dutch... 5 ane { 004 ow 
Mewtus & In ow (2 ‘i 5 
Sraniuan Sreires 1 Coars,Cardiff(toarrive)t pe. 6. ) 
I i Americ: » 8 
| 3 ‘ydney (Bulli)... 3, 6. | 
Wie Rawcastin, 5 n + 0.0.5 per ton. 
| > MAb. | 
ooay fe nod J 





nomival 100 aq. foot 


-prbor. | Varely ' 0.1.5 per box. 


















ixtremo_ quietness is still the characte 


1g. There have been no sales of eral the other oteiaaier ts 


ail-Rod Iron reported, and the business in the other articles under thi 






the smallent. 
EEROSENE.—D+roe—alloat—has boen done in yuantity at Tle. 1.80 per case for September-October delivery. Locally, there has been 






from Japan describe the market as 3 
ed, but there are buyers at the close. A considerable business has been done in 





‘only a hand to mouth trade going on, (ur latest advi 
COALS.—A serious decline in rates has been establis 
Gardiff and Australia at quotati 















FREIGHTS.— Constance, British harque, 350 tone, Shanghai to Tientain, 14 lay days, $0.44 per picul ; Noveau Mandelli, British barque, 
385. to hai to Tientsin, 16 lay days, $0.35 per picul ; Kosa Boticher, German eran 3 399 tons, Shanghai to Tientsin, donpate! 
$0.20 p e fect lumber ; Arbecea, German barqae, 256 tons, Taiwanfoo and back, 17 Iay days, $1,400, in full ; West Stanley, Brit 





tch, 18 cands. per picul ; Olyinpia, Gorman steamer, 777 tons, Chinkiang to Taku, despatcb, 
730 tons, Shanghai to London, private terms ; Fantasia, British barque, 696 tone, Nagesaki 
verness, Britial barque, 725 tons, Nagasaki and back, 22 lay daya, $1,690, in full ; Hattie N. 
, Nagataki and back, 24lay days, $1,700, in full ; Karo, Britiah ateamer, Shanghai to Swatow, despatch, 








EXCHANGE.—An advance of jd. bas*been entablished on the Sterling quotations of Isat Wat beaisesé: aa bold an'a oe 
contracted scale. Rates on India are a trifle higher. - report, but on a very 
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Statement of Imports and Deliveries of Cotton and Woollen Piece Goods for the week ending 24th April, 1878, 





compiled from the ‘‘Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 88 to 92, both numbers inclasive. 








Goons, 


Re-Exvoars axp taxre Desrixation. 











gli 
ili 


| ra 





Grey Shirtings 

















English 
Amorican 
b 


Sheating, Enylish 
‘Arner 





m,WVhite 4, 
eyed. 





Lantings 
Cray 












































esueees 

















Gone, 





Deca vanien, Imvours. 


Stocks AT DATE Am nASED On 
“TWe CHAMBER oF COMMRREK 
Reruns, DATED Ist Ja, 1878, 





For Year 
| Bor the Week. ‘From Int Jang, 
178, 


For Year 


7 
Forthe Wook. | Boom ts dans tAt date 
a 


Eetinuated. 





ase Api e7. 















Shirtinys 
Hrovaden and Spat 


Striper 
‘aud Bron Clothe 





3 
Wotium 


Uniniatn 
Long Hille 
Lastio, 


Iron—Nail Rod 








2,400 


Pes. 





1,026,300 














1,439,600 
585,800 
147,300 


152,300 
81,400 
58,600 


5,700 
1,800 
1,700 
26,000 
48,000 











* Bxclualve of Import Cargoos ex Haydn Brown, Iraouaddy, Diomed, Wenchow, Agate, Loudoun Castle, Priam, Viking, Fantasie, 


Glaucus, Olympia, Djemnak, Fiery Cross, Gleneagles, Bracmar Castle, 





Egeria, Kashgar, P 
Chocorua, Mikado, Omba, reveral Cosaters, and of sundry Re-exporta. 


Inronts.—Caucoes declared.—None. 


10, Heapreriat, 








EXPORTS. 


SILK.—-The silk market has been extremely quiet for the fortnight under review, with only a little speculation reported amongat 





natives and but sli 
noticeable chang is Tis. 





it demand on foreij 


account. ‘The settlements are so 
vance in re-reeled 


10 per picul for which there has been fair 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


nt that we give no quotation the only 
enquiry, an 
dor pinul inthe fow purchases of ordinary Teatlooy aay Tls,’31014{6 for common, and Tis. 3524 S19) for 88.8, Doe 


a decline of 
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It is much too to hazard any opinion on the new crop ; in most of the i 
ice to be batched, par petted needing! rsd plenty its panied without panier 
changes of tempera tar during the nest monty there ia no Teason to, feat any soy dang we must expect the usual 
forebodings. points to a better time coming for article ; the have been it another severe 


lesson this a Et ee pt 
try exeantve therefore at any period. dung the seazon, apecalators aust Inve lok money fia eu to end as 9 rale, 
London elven ao steadily steeaing,eotmumtion beng sm imalaied no doubt by, the more reascoable price ofthe ray 
terial, and there is hope that an early settlement of political diffic Europe bring about the long-expected 
"pevival of trade,” which (whan it dows come) sould withot doubt enelt all intra inthe sper of ska from Chan 


COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 
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Annivats.—(Not reported above)—April 20th, Britiah ships Star of hina and Owtty Sark, trom Sydney ; 26th, 
British steamer Oocan King, from Glasgow. 
Darantunes —(Not reported above}—None other than coasters. 
‘The Englis steamer Sunda takes about 245 bales of Stix and 50 tons of Tas. 
lc Tranafere, Se. 44d. Bank Bills, 6 monthe’ sight, be. Sk. Firstclase Credits to Bank, Se, 54d, 
5s. Gd. On Paris, Bank, 6.85; Private, 6.93. On indis—Hombay Bank, Rs. 10,8 2104 Caleatta 
a 


denend, 28 per cent, aerate 15 days’ sight, 288. Ballion. 
[25 per 100 Tis, Canton weight, Mexican dollars, 



















Excaxor.—On London, reer 
Private and Documentary, 
Bank, Ra, 310310}. Oa Hongk: 
Shanghai Tis. 184.00 per bar of 10 ight. Bar 
Shanghai Tle. 79.20 per 100. Carolus, 86.60 per 100." Copper Casb, 












SHARES. . 
‘Smaxonat, 27th April, 1878. 
Hongkong & Shanghai Bank.—About 400 or 500 shares have changed hands daring the week, at 69 premium, with exchange 
714 te 72, or cam, ‘tat at from 69% to 62 %, for Slat May. Tho mar tin nom wise with tlle at 60 Z2 and cedonoge TA) 
Bu 4 60 ‘The markob is fire at the higher rate, 
reral lots have been plac ae ohich shares areal wasted, 
‘Business is reported at 1: 


ha socation, 
Poatung Ds EGo.~ Shares hhave been placed at $574 and 788. 
—Thero are buyers of this atock at 620. 
Shanghai € Hongéco Wharf Cathe market for thie stock sontinuee strong, shares having changed hands at W125, fr St May, and 
at the same rate for cash, 
Chinese Imperial Government Loan of 1877.—Business has been done to a fair extent at £102. 































| Position pxk Last Rerort. Last Drviomxp, &c. Casa Quotations. 
SHARES, No. | Value. /Paid up. Tawa Sy aay ; 3 
| | Revove, |AATouat’] Date. | "heddore rae | Closing, 








$125 | $1,000,000; $11,254.72|91 Deo.77, © £1 [19 Feb.78| 60% prom. nominal, 
fi 





‘Shanghai Steam Navigation Co, 
{in Liquidation) 22,500} #100) 217 
a 


China Const i 
F100 | £100 | 266,273.42) 
F100! 7100 


[30 Dee. 77]{ ™ea"meiai’|SAp. 78) 207 
11,979.42/31 Dec. 77} +7.% |16Mar.78 







Docks. 
Shanghai Dock Co. .. 
Pootuny Dock Co, 





440 | 3500 | 500 | 9,100.00) 


(31 Dec.77/ 2% [18 Jan. 78} 212) 
950 | 100" 100 | cca 85 


5% |21Jan. 78) 










io! x100 
100 | £100 


Shanghai Gas 
Compagaie du Gaz 


(Mai 


{31 Dec. 76] 8 5% [23 an, 78) 145 
(31 Dec. 77} *6% [il Feb.78) 142 





200 | $5,000 | $1,500 {$125,000 00) '$85,073.06)30 Apl. 77} 12% si July 77/3,300 
[257,900.42 1,010,494.62:31 Deo. 77) 75” {87 Ap). 76) 32 


500. oc, ss ,006.38)31 Deo, 76, 
00 30 Sep. 76 
‘30 Dec, 76) 











{ 
2.00) $260, 167.58]30 Doc. 77|4966.78 p.ab.|20 Keb. 78] 700 


! 
#200 | g03e, 
$100 | $346,896.00) $145,719.72} |30 Deo. 77| +42% [31 Des. 77) 170 




















Miacellaneous. 
Shanghai & H’kew Wharf Co...| 
























































{100 | 100! 5,000.00 _5s7.01/90Deo.76|__*¢6%_hisaer.70l 195 
LOANS. Amount of Loan. | Nominal Value of | [Rate of Interest. When Payable, Cloning. 

Shanghai Mun, Debentures—Ianue 1612) 28,700.00 100.00 8% 2008 April & at Oot. 

era) 2000.00 100.00 * 20th Jane & 3st De. 
1875) 42's00.00 100.00 : 30% Jane & 
Lyceum Theatre Ordinary Debeutures:| 3 17/00000 = 25.00 : 30h Jane. 
Do. Preference do 5362.50 2 51.50 sy Bist Dec. 

Chinese Imperial Gorerement Loan 1614) £62,615 £100 8% 30th Jone & Stet Dec. 

do. 1877|__£1,604,276 s10 | 8% 2th Feb, & 31st Aug. 

* For half-year. + For year. J. P. BISSET & Co. 








Weatuse.—The weather has changed delightfally for the better, with the exception of a little rain on Thursday, it has been fine since 
wwe last wrote, The thermometer bas ranged between 92 and 72. 
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